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In the Name of Allah, The Most Compassionate, The Most Merciful 
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What is Islam? 


The history of Islamic civilisation stretches 
from the 7th century to our present day and 
encompasses a vast area spread over several 
continents from Spain to Indonesia and North 
Africa to China. There are over 1.3 billion 
Muslims in the world today, which equates to 
approximately a fifth of the world’s population. 
So Islam is a truly global faith and not confined 
to the East or the West, or a particular nation, 
colour, race or tribe. 


Definition of Islam 


By definition ‘Islam’ (an Arabic word) literally 
means ‘surrender or submission’. Islam ts not 
named after a tribe of people or an individual 
nor is ita name chosen by a human being. The 
followers of Islam, called ‘Muslims’, believe 


that it was divinely revealed by God (in Arabic, 
Allah). 


A Complete Way of Life 


islam is regarded as more than just a religion, 
rather it is a total system of life. From the purifi- 
cation of the soul and the spirituality of personal 
worship to the establishment of governance and 
implementation of state politics, Islam provides 
guidance to the follower at every level. Due to 
its Comprehensive nature, it is not surprising 


that Islam has become the fastest growing reli- 
gion in the world. 


In accordance with the principles of Islam, 
Muslims are directed to work towards the 
establishment of a just social order that 
totally reflects the guidance of Allah. It ts not 
permitted for Muslims to worship anyone or 
anything else besides Almighty Allah, in terms 
of belief, speech and actions. By completely 
accepting and submitting to the teachings and 
guidance of Allah, Muslims are expected to live 
in peace and harmony amongst themselves, 
with other people and with the environment. 
Life is regarded as a temporary state and all 
Muslims throughout their lives aim to live by the 
commandments of Allah, with the eventual hope 
of entering Paradise in the next life. 
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The Kaaba (also known as a/-Kaaba al-Musharafah, al-Bait ul Ateeg and al-Bait ul Haram) is the most sacred site in Islam and ts located 


inside the mosque known as the Sacred Mosque (Masjid-al-Haram) in Makkah, Arabia. The Kaaba (literally meaning ‘cube’ in Arabic) 


is at the very heart of the Islamic world and represents the physical axis and the focal point toward which, Muslims all over the world 


pray five times a day. According to Islamic tradition, the Kaaba was first built by Prophet Adam (35). Generations later it was rebuilt 


by Prophet Abraham (54) and his son-Prophet Ishmael (54). 


Following pages: Spectacular view from one of the minarets of the Sacred Mosque in Makkah as nearly a million w shippers stand 
for the night-tme prayer. 
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Belief in Allah 


Monotheism (known as Tawheed in Arabic) is 
the belief in a single, universal and all-knowing 
supreme being, namely Allah. Muslims believe 
that man has been created for a noble and great 
purpose; so that he may worship Allah alone 
without any partner. This forms the first pillar of 
Islamic belief (Eemaan) and is the single most 
important concept in Islam. For Muslims, no 
act of worship or devotion has any meaning or 
value if the concept of monotheism is in any way 
: compromised. 

Monotheism is central to all of the Abrahamic 
religions and it is the first of the Ten Command- 
ments. It is sometimes believed that Muslims 
worship a different Creator to the Jews and 
Christians. However, the pure monotheism of 
Islam calls all people to the worship of the Crea- 
tor of Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and all of 
the other Prophets (peace be upon them all). 
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Opposite: All of Allah’s creation glorifies Him. Rays of sunlight 
pierce through the clouds. 
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Previous page: A field of beautiful red Azaleas with Mount 
Fuji rising magnificently in the background. 
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The Angels 


The second pillar of belief is the firm conviction 
that Allah has created an unseen realm that 
includes angels and Jinn. Angels are beings of a 
different nature from human beings. Man is de- 
scribed in the Quran as being created from clay 
or earth, whereas the angels have been created 
from light. Jinn, On the other hand, are said to 
have been created from ‘smokeless fire’ and like 
humans they have free will and can submit to oF 
openly defy Allah. Angels, however, are created 
in such a way that they always obey their Lord 
and never go against Divine Commands. They 
are not considered intermediaries between Allah 


and humans. 


Angels carry out Allah’s commandments in 
nature and the universe. What we usually call 
the ‘forces of nature’ become active because Of 
the presence of angels behind them. Muslims 
also believe that angels watch over mankind 
and that every individual has them as constant 
companions. They keep a record of everyone's 
good and bad deeds and not a word Is uttered 
without it being registered by them. Gabriel (or 
Jibra’ilin Arabic) is the Archangel responsible for 
communicating Allah’s messages to His chosen 
Prophets. 


Opposite: Aerial photograph of a fiver meandering through 
a dense rain forest. Allah has made countless ‘rivers flowing 
through the land that bring numerous benefits for mankind. 


Prophets & Messengers 


The third pillar is the belief in Prophets and 
Messengers who were sent by Allah to humanity 
in order to return people to monotheism. A 


2 ‘s Messenger is a man sent by Allah with a new 
S message, whereas a Prophet of Allah is a man | 
_? who was sent to call to a message that was 


previously given to a Messenger. Hence, every 
Messenger was a Prophet but not every Prophet 
was a Messenger. 


Bis Scot AEA Muslims hold that the first of the Prophets of 
| aa Sa Allah, was Adam, who was followed by a long 
line of Prophets including Noah, Abraham, 
ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, David, Moses and Jesus 
(peace be upon them all). Prophet Muhammad 
(may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon 


- a @ «Ada = rg 
a el a . » * 
@- 2 7 a‘ $ +4 —<_> a“ . 4 
« eer _ iy *4< 
- “ 


- 


os 
eee - y . wi . 
eae Lie him, #5) is regarded as the last of the Prophets 
du ated and Messengers sent by Allah, hence his title 
Wee eo pe Seal of the Prophets. | 
i : ee) oa ’ : o beth, ‘4 che: a eo : . | = 
ae | ere Hare q Allof the Prophets and Messengers led righteous = 


Fah vay eee lives and served as practical examples of how to 


74) werigrisey 
; - 


. ¥ el, , + . ~ 

Vins 2a senate submit to Allah’s Will and guided people to the = 

aa QR, , ° 

ane path of salvation. They were all created human - 
4 & ‘ . H 

oa beings and none share in any part of Allah's | 

a Fe e- ene = 

pore divinity. ; 

| ort ' 

Read i. | 
iek > ’ 

Nahi 

ramat 

NS hat, ost 

FR 

om ARS es % : 

ak an 25 | 

DP a Ri | | 
ae a Mol Opposite: Erg Chebbi in the Sahara Desert, Morocco. The 
| Bal ‘ra us. : ay; f Seay) : - —~ . 

ape ae 3% Stak prevailing wind direction causes the formation of parallel 

Vise, TP mh ke | . 

Bee WY NARS 3 furrows on this desert landscape. 

it. hp? ie re 

. . , | 


The Angels 


| The second pillar of belief is the firm conviction ec ory a 
| that Allah has created an unseen realm that ” 1 a The third pillar is the belief in Prophets and 
| includes angels and Jinn. Angels are beings of a Messengers who were sent by Alllah to humanity 
different nature from human beings. Man is de- in order to return people to monotheism. A 
scribed in the Quran as being created from clay Messenger is a man sent by Allah with a new 
or earth, whereas the angels have been created b: 9 message, whereas a Prophet of Allah is a man 
from light. Jinn, on the other hand, are said to cn ie who was sent to call to a message that was 

previously given to a Messenger. Hence, every 
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Revealed Books 


The fourth cornerstone of Islamic belief IS 
that Allah revealed books to some of His 
Prophets. The Quran is Allah's final message 
to all of mankind and was revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad (2) by the Archangel Gabriel. The 
Quran is regarded as the direct word of Allah 
and is protected by Him from any corruption or 
distortion. 


The Quran mentions a number of other scriptures 
that were revealed to the previous Prophets, 
namely: 


The original Scrolls as revealed to Prophet 
Abraham (peace be upon him, =). 


The original Torah as revealed to the Prophet 
Moses (55). 


The original Psalms as revealed to Prophet 
David (55). 


The original Gospe/ as revealed to Prophet 
Jesus (55). 


Muslims do not consider the scriptures revealed 
before the Quran, presently in circulation, as 
being accurate representations of their Original 
revealed forms. 


Opposite: Natures pageantry in Allah’s creation is beautifully 
displayed in this photograph of Autumn leaves. 
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Day of Judgment 


Muslims regard the present life of this world 
as a test and preparation for the next realm of 
existence. On the Day of Judgment, this world 
will come to an end and all of mankind from the 
first to the last will be resurrected and gathered 
together before Allah for judgment. The Day 
of Judgment is also known by a variety of 
other names: the Day of Accounting, the Day 
of Resurrection, the Day of Gathering and the 
Final Standing. 


Muslims consider that all human beings will 
ultimately be judged by Allah according to their 
beliefs and actions. In Judging human beings, 
Almighty Allah will be both Merciful and Just 
and people will only be judged according to 
their capabilities. Islam teaches that life is a 
test wherein a sincere belief in the life of the 


Hereafter is the key to leading a well-balanced 
and moral life. 


The Day of Judgment will mark the beginning 
of a life that will never end. Those people who 
died as believers and acted upon their belief will 


be rewarded on that day and will be admitted to 
Paradise forever. 


Opposite: Close up of a white daisy flower with water 
droplets. 


Divine Decree 


The belief in divine decree is the sixth pillar of 
faith and includes belief in four things: 


1) Allah knows everything that has happened in 
the past and what will happen in the future. 


2) Allah has recorded all that has happened and 
all that will ever happen. 


3) Whatever Allah wills to happen, happens and 
whatever He does not decree to happen, can 


never happen. 


4) Allah is the Creator of everything and there is 
no Creator besides Him. 


Belief in divine decree does not mean that human 
beings do not have free will. Rather, Muslims 
believe that Allah has given human beings the 
ability to choose between right and wrong. We 
have been given this gift, but it comes with a 
heavy responsibility. On the Day of Judgment, 
we will be held accountable for our use of this 
gift. 


Opposite: Reflection of summer#leaves in water. The reality 
of the life of thissworldis its temporary nature. Things that 
are fresh and beautiful; in"time become old and withered. The 
young and the strong become old and weak and then they die. 
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he city of Madinah in Arabia was home to the first Islamic state and is the second 


most sacred city of Islam, after Makkah. Its importance as a religious site derives 
from the presence there of Masjid al-Nabani or the Mosque of the Blessed Pre yphet 
Muhammad (&). The crave of Pr yphet Muhammad (&) lies adjacent to the mosque 
under the green dome pictured above. The first mosque of Islam (Masjid Ouba) 
is also located near Madinah. The city of Madinah served as the capital a the 


Islamic world until the vear 661, after which the capital was moved to Damascus. 


in Damascus. Built in the 8th « entury, it remains to this d 
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the great symbols of Islamic civilisation. 
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The Five Pillars of Islam 


The five pillars of Islam provide the framework for 
the Muslim way of life. These are, the declaration 
of faith, five daily prayers, giving charity, fasting 
during the month of Ramadan and the pilgrimage 
to Makkah once in a lifetime. 


The Declaration of Faith (Shahaadah) 


The first pillar is the declaration of faith in 
Islamic Monotheism that is, to bear witness to 
the following, ‘There is none worthy of worship 
except Allah and Muhammad is the messenger 
of Allah’. In Arabic this simple formula is referred 
to as the Shahaadah. 


‘gay 


VL 


For Muslims, the only purpose in life is to serve 
and obey Allah and to do this believers must 
firstly announce the Shahaadah. This statement 
contains a negation followed by an affirmation. 
In order to believe in and worship Allah, a Muslim 
is first required to reject the actions and beliefs 
that contradict or transgress the Rights of Allah. 
This is achieved through following the teachings 
and practices of the Last Prophet Muhammad 
(=). Hence, the Shahaadah forms the most 
important pillar of Islam and needs to be said 
with conviction and understanding in order for 
someone to become a Muslim. 


) 


& 
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“laa ilaaha illal-lah Muhammad-ur Rasoolullah” 


There is none worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah” 


Prayer (Salah) 


Salah is the name for the prayers that are 
performed five times a day and are a direct 
link between the worshipper and Allah. There 
are no intermediaries between Allah and the 
worshipper. There is no hierarchical authority 
in Islam such as priests. Prayers are led by a 
learned person who knows the Quran and is 
generally chosen by the congregation. 


The Adhaan is the Islamic call to prayer and is 
recited aloud by a person called the Muedhin. 
The call is usually made from a minaret of a 
mosque five times a day summoning the faithful 
to mandatory (Fard) prayers. There is also a 
second call Known as /gaama that summons 
Muslims to line up for the beginning of the 
congregational prayers. 


Prayers are performed at dawn (Fajr), midday 
(Dhuhr), late afternoon (Asr), sunset (Maghrib) 
and nightfall (/shaa) and thus determine the rhy- 
thm of the entire day. In fact, visitors to the Muslim 
world are quite often struck by the centrality of 
prayers in daily life. The five prescribed prayers 
contain verses from the Quran and are recited in 
Arabic. However, personal supplications can be 
offered in one’s own language and at any time. 
Although it is preferable to worship together in a 
mosque, a Muslim may pray almost anywhere. 


Above right: Muslims must perform the obligatory prayers 
facing towards the direction of the Kaaba in Makkah. A compass 


usually helps to locate the direction. 


Middle: Worshippers bow during the afternoon prayer in the 
grounds of the a-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The ‘Dome ot 


the Rock’ can be seen in the background. 
Below: The Kaaba is located at the centre of the multi-level 


Sacred Mosque in Makkah. Worshippers stand in concentric 


circles facing the Kaaba during prayer times. 
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Charity (Zakah) 


An important principle of Islam is that everything 
belongs to Allah and wealth is held by human 
beings in trust. The word Zakah means_ both 
‘purification’ and ‘growth’ and forms the third 
pillar of Islam. Possessions are purified by 
setting aside a proportion for those in need and 
for society in general. Like the pruning of plants, 
this cutting back balances and encourages New 
growth. Each Muslim must calculate his or her 
own Zakah individually. This involves the annual 
payment of a fortieth of one’s capital, excluding 
such items as primary residence and transport. 


An individual may also give as much as he or 
she pleases as Sadaqah. Although this word 
can be translated as ‘voluntary charity’ it has 
a wider meaning as shown by the following 
sayings. Prophet Muhammad (£:) said: “Charity 
is a necessity for every Muslim.” He was 
asked: “What if a person has nothing?” Prophet 
Muhammad (25) replied: “He should work with 
his own hands for his benefit and then give 
something out of such earnings in charity.” The 
Companions of Prophet Muhammad (&:) asked: 
“What if he is not able to work?” The Prophet 
Muhammad (2) said: “He should help the poor 
and needy.” The Companions further asked: 
“What if he cannot do even that?” The Prophet 
Muhammad (z) said: “He should urge others 
to do good.” The Companions said: “What if he 
lacks that also?” Prophet Muhammad (2) said: 
“He should check himself from doing evil. That 
is also an act of charity.” In another narration, 
a man asked Prophet Muhammad (2): “What 
(deeds) of Islam is good?” Prophet Muhammad 
(#:) replied, ‘To feed (the poor) and greet those 
whom you know and those whom you do not 
know.” (Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari). 


Fasting (Saum) 


Every year during the 9th month of the Islamic 
lunar calendar (Ramadan), all Muslims must 
fast from dawn until sundown, abstaining from 
food, drink and sexual relations. Those who 
are sick, elderly, or on a journey and women 
who are menstruating, pregnant or nursing, 
are permitted to break the fast and make up an 
equal number of days later in the year if they are 
healthy and able. Children begin to fast (and to 
observe prayers) from puberty although many 
Start earlier. The end of Ramadan is marked by 
the great Eid al Fitr celebration. Although fasting 
is beneficial to health, it is mainly a method of 
self-purification and self-restraint. By cutting 
oneself off from worldly comforts, even for a 
short time, a fasting person focuses on his or 
her purpose in life by constantly worshipping 
ae aware of the presence of the Creator. 
ah. 


‘The month of Ramadan in which was revealed 
the Quran, a guidance for mankind, and clear 
proofs of the guidance, and the Criterion (of 
right and wrong). And whoever sights (the 
moon), let him fast the month’ 


(Quran, The Heifer 2:185) 


poe right: As the Sun begins to set it creates a spectacular 
S r . - - . . - . 
play. Muslims must break their fast immediately after 
sundown. 7 


Middle: Following the practice (Sunnah) of 
Muhammad (&), Muslims break the fast with OG odd number 
of dates. Dates have been a staple food of the Middle East 
for thousands of years. They are believed to have originat : 
around the Persian Gulf and have been cul ee 
times from Mesopotamia to prehistoric Egy 


as 6000 BCE. 


Prophet 


tivated in ancient 


pt, possibly as early 


Below: The Islamic calendar is | 
means that, celebrations 
~~ > 


yased on lunar months which 
a : festivals and important occasions 
. S < : S 1 , | | 
as Kamadan do not remain fixed in a particular season, but 
travel through the seasons. | 
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Pilgrimage (Hajj) 


The annual pilgrimage to Makkah (Haj/) rep- 
resents the fifth pillar of Islam. It is an obligation 
only for those who are physically and financially 
able to do so. In a show of true ‘multi-culturalism’ 
over two million people travel to Makkah each 
year from every corner of the globe providing, a 
unique opportunity for people of different nations, 
languages, colour and race to meet one another. 
The annual Hajj begins in the twelfth month (Dhul 
Hijjah) of the Islamic year. Pilgrims wear simple 
garments that strip away distinctions of class 
and culture, so that all stand equal before Allah. 
The rites of the Hajj which are of Abrahamic 
Origin include, going around the Kaaba seven 
times and walking seven times between the hills 
of Safa and Marwa. The pilgrims will also stand 
together on the wide plains of Arafat outside 
Makkah and join in prayer for Allah's forgiveness 
in what is regarded as a prelude to the Day of 
Judgment. The close of the Hajj is marked by 
a festival, Eid al Adha, which is celebrated in 
Muslim communities everywhere with prayers 
and giving to the poor and needy. 


Above right: Satellite image of the sacred land in which Makkah 


and Madinah are located. Known as the Hyaz, it is a narrow 

tract of land about 875 miles long in the western region of BT hs ey ee ae ee ee ee Masiid al ; , 

Fie Arahinn nenineuleNeattiogahe Red |SesaMabtah tisilocated Pete. et tee Masjid al-Aqsa or the ‘farthest mosque (also known as a/-Masjd al-Aqsa, Baitul Magdis or Haram-al-Sharif - The Noble Sanctuary) in 

BR i Vin eer Ze ae ; <a ee i =f ze han tH: 3 y a Stes represents Islam’s third most holiest site. It stands south of the ‘Dome of the Rock’ with which it forms an inseparable 

Es hae a rte 

to pray are at the Sacted Mosque in Makkah with the Kaaba at an Le emia eee Te enaed places 

virtues of praying in Masjid Hii are eee by ea ee es i cai See a We eae ba 
ges . Lhe numerous virtues of Masjid al-Agsa has made it central 

‘SH sop to Muslims all over the world. The love and affection for Magid al-Aqsa transcends all national boundaries, languages and colour. 

Middle: Close up view of the door of the Kaaba. The entire 2 L: , ee Fs: 3 Fat ea al ree ere wT! aes anions of Islam hold it dear and venerate it. 

Kaaba is draped with a black silk cloth called the Kzswah, upon . | oS : . : . 

which ae from the Noble Quran are embroidered in di f y a , > Se collowing page: Quranic verse with a background of wild grass silhouetted against a golden sunset. 
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from the Red Sea port of Jeddah. The Sirat Mountains consist 
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ot volcanic peaks and natural depressions creannyg a Stark and 


rugged environment dominated by intense sunlight and little 
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rain fall. 
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Below: Entering the Sacred Mosque in Makkah, pilgrims walk 
seven times around the Kaaba in an anti-clockwise direction; 


this ritual is called [amaaf. 
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Chapter 2 


Allan 
The Most High 


Who is Allah? 


Allah is considered genderless, however there 
is no appropriate word to express this in the 
English language, so Allah is commonly referred 
to as a ‘He’. Muslims also tend to use many 
other phrases in their daily lives that contain the 
word Allah, for example: 


Allah is the Arabic name for God and is used 
by Arabic speakers regardless of religious 
inclination and can be used interchangeably with 
all of the names that Allah has given Himself. In 
Islam the most important concept Is the fact that 
Allah is One and nothing shares His attributes. 
He has no partners, no parents or offspring and 
is the ultimate Creator of the universe. He is the Srecahaty olka (ino NENT Gd NTE u e 
One who was the beginning and will continue . 3 3 ee —_— St ag be 
after the end as we know it. The same Creator pda RR wills, a Se born, Nor IS there tO Him 
ate rh il throughout time aS 442 sha’ Allah - Look at what Allah has willed! ren en any equivalent.” 
SU elias Subhan Allah - Glory be to Allah. a Bs: cae ees ame ~ . 3 a 
Al-Hamdu li-llah - All praise be to Allah. Ss eager ee = 


Allah, 
ihe Eternal RefugelHe 
neither begets nor is He’ 


Allahu Akbar - Allah is the Greatest. 


(Quran, Purity (of faith) 112: 4 - 4) 


Allah has created all things with a design and 
purpose. Included in this is the creation of the 
Heavens and the Earth and all of mankind, start- 
ing with the very first humans, namely, Prophet 
Adam (4) and his wife Eve (known in Arabic as 
Hawa). Throughout time, people started to devi- 
ate from the sole worship of Allah and started to 
create idols and worship these as partners or 
intercessors with Allah. To ascribe partners with 
Allah, is one of the most severe crimes against 
Allah, since He has no need for partners. 


To Begin in the ‘Name of Allah’ 


The entire religion of Islam is based upon the 
concept of gaining closeness to Allah. So there 
is an emphasis in Islamic tradition to begin 
everything with Allah’s name by using the Arabic 
phrase, Bismillah’ which means In the Name 
of Allah’. Muslims, when referring to the name 
of Allah, often add the words ‘Subhana-hu-wa- 
Ta-ala after it, meaning ‘Glorified and Exalted is 


Jazak Allahu khayran - May Allah reward you 
well with goodness. 


Opposite page: A beautiful sunset over an ocean wit 
translation of the powerful Quranic chapter known as ‘Tk, 
‘Purity’ (of faith). [k//as is not merely the name of this chay 
but also the title of its contents, for it deals exclusively wit! 
fact that Allah is One and Eternal. Whereas other chapte! 
the Quran have generally been named after a word occ 
in them, the word ‘I&h/as’ does not occur in this chapter. I 
been given this name in view of its meaning and subject mat 
For it states the foremost and fundamental doctrine of Isla 
four such brief sentences that leave an immediate impt 
on human memory. Whoever understands it and believes 11 


teaching, will be free of polytheism completely. 


Prophet Muhammad (&) held this chapter in great cs! 
and he emphasised its importance in many different wa 


would recite it frequently and disseminate it among the pe 


| . 
He as a sign of reverence , Se ee . 
J There are a great number of his sayings which speak abou ia ibe 
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chapter being equivalent to one third of the Quran. 
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Concept of The Creator in Islam 


The concept of the Creator is very simple and 
easily understood in Islam. Allah is regarded as 
Unique and the One true Lord. He is the Sole 
Creator of everything and His power of creation 
is infinite. He created the vast expanse of the 
universe with countless galaxies containing 
billions of stars and planets of all sizes. It is 
Allah who created people, animals, plants, trees 
and all that is on the Earth. Allah also created 
microscopic life, atoms and sub atomic particles 
and many other things of which we have no 
knowledge. Not a leaf falls from a tree or a drop 
of rain from the sky except by His permission. 


Allah is the Most High, the Most Loving, the 
Most Merciful. He has no son nor partner and 
none has the right to be worshipped but Him 
alone. He is the true Deity and every other deity 
is false. He is the Creator of all beings and thus 
is considered to be the Lord for the atheists, the 
Buddhists, the Christians, the Hindus, the Jews, 
the Muslims, the Sikhs, and all others. Muslims 
worship and put their trust in Him alone and they 
seek His help and His guidance only. 


Allah is characterised with attributes of perfection 
and described with qualities of magnificence. He 
is free from defects and deficiencies. He is Ever- 
Living and will not die. He is Self-Sustaining, 
supports everything in this world and does not 
sleep. He is Fully-Aware; not a single atom in 
the Heavens or the Earth escapes Him. He is 
the All-Seer; He views the crawling of a black 
ant upon a small rock in a pitch-black cave. He 
is the All-Hearer; He hears the cries of the voices 
with the diversity of languages concerning their 
various needs. 
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Allah’s words are complete and perfect in 
truthfulness and justice. His attributes are 
too majestic to be likened or equated to the 
attributes of His creation. His essence is highly 
exalted above any likeness to other essences 
outright. His creatures are all-embraced by His 
actions of justice, wisdom and mercy. 


To Allah belongs the creation and command. Io 
Him belong all-blessings and favour, the whole 
dominion and all-praise and commendation and 
glory. He Is the first, there being nothing before 
Him and He is the last, there being nothing after 
Him. There is nothing above Him and there 
is nothing closer than Him. All of His names 
encompass commendation, praise and glory, this 
is why they are termed the ‘most beautiful’. His 
attributes signify perfection, His characteristics 
glorify His splendour and His actions are al 
wise, merciful, of benefit and just. 


There is also a strong emphasis in Islam for 
people to understand why they were created. 
how and why they live and where they go after 
they die. Muslims believe that Allah created the 
universe and all that it contains for a purpose 
and that He did not leave mankind neglected 
and void of any purpose. Rather He created 
human beings in order for them to worship Him 
alone. He showered them with blessings anc 
favours, so that they can employ the expression 
of gratitude of these bounties to attain even 
more of His generosity. 


Opposite page: A beautiful water lily in full bloom. The imme: 
diversity of biological life on Earth represents one of the m 


signs pointing to the existence of an all powerful Creato: 


“He is Allah, besides Whom there is no God; 
the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace 
(and Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, 

the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, 

the Irresistible, the Supreme: 

Glory to Allah! (High is He) above the partners 
they ascribe to Him.” 


(Quran. The Gathering 59: 23 
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“Allah. There is no deity except 
Him, the Ever-Living, the 
Sustainer of (all) existence. 
Fes Neither drowsiness overtakes 
a= | cae Him nor sleep. To Him belongs 
: ae whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is on the earth. Who Is It 
that can intercede with Him except 
by His permission? He knows 
what is (presently) before them 
and what will be after them and 
they encompass not a thing of His 
knowledge except for 
what He wills. 
His Kursi extends over the 
heavens and the earth and their 
preservation tires Him not. And He 
is the Most High, the Most Great.” 


(Quran, The Heifer 2: 255) 


Above: The translation of the Quranic verse known as 
‘Ayatul Kurs? (The verse of the chair or footstool). This verse 
describes the Creator in all His Magnificence and Glory. It 


is regarded as the most powertul verse of the entire Quran. 


Left: Computer generated image of a star rising over 
a distant world in the outer rim of our galaxy. Muslims 
regard the countless stars and planets in the universe as 
one of the greatest signs pointing to the existence of the 
Creator, Allah. 


Allah is regarded as perfect in every way and 
has no restrictions and Is able to do everything 
that He pleases. He |s as He describes Himself 
in His Book (the Quran) and He is over and 
above how His creation has depicted Him. 


It is impossible to state that Allah is anything 
other than perfect when one considers that 
‘t is Allah who created all of the heavens, the 
universe, all of the plants, animals and mankind. 
It is not logical to conclude that Allah, Who has 
the power to create all this and much more, Is 


imperfect. 


The decrees of the kingdoms are under His 
disposal and order, they descend from Him and 
rise back up to Him. His angels are at His service, 
they execute His orders across the regions of 
His kingdoms, though He has no need of them. 


Hence, He completed His ample favours upon 
all of His creations, established His perfect 
proof upon them, poured His bounties upon 
them, wrote upon Himself mercy and insured 
in His Book, which He wrote, that His mercy 
overpowers His wrath. 
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“Surely Allah’s is the 
Kingdom of the heavens 
and the earth. He gives 
life and He causes 
death; and for you there 
is besides Allah no 
patron nor any helper.” 


(Quran, Repentance 9: 116 


Opposite page: Images depicting the diversity of the mate: 
present in Allah’s creation. 


Above right: Water droplets hang delicately from a leat 
presence of the green photosynthetic pigment, chlorop 


gives the leaf its green colour. 


Above left: Lava is molten rock expelled by a volcano du! 
an eruption. Below the earth's surface, molten rock 1s ter 
magma instead of lava. When first expelled from a 
vent, lava is a liquid at temperatures typically from 
1,200°C (1,300°F to 2,200°F). Although lava is quite ' 


about 100,000 times the viscosity of water, it can flow 1 
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miles before eventually cooling and solidifying, 


Below right: A microscopic virus particle. It is still a matt 
debate whether viruses are living organisms. The major 
virologists consider them to be non-living, as they do not! 
all the criteria of the generally accepted definition of lit 


Below Left: Agate (a quartz like material) with bez 
patterns formed due to the presence of manganese an 
ions. Minerals range in composition from pure element 
simple salts to very complex silicates with thousands of ! 


forms. 
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A fundamental belief of Muslims is that Allah 
does not look like His creation and we are 
not created in the form of Allah, nor do we 
make forms with our own hands and worship 
them claiming them to be Allah. Allah gives 
us certain information in the Quran about 
Himself, but rather than spend months and 
years debating the exact description of His 
form, this information is only given to us In an 
attempt for us to have an understanding — the 
exact details however, are known to Allah alone. 
Allah is Perfect and His Image is Majestic and 
beyond what we can comprehend. In a very 
simple and comprehensive verse of the Quran, 
Allah tells us about Himself (opposite page). 
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A fundamental belief of Muslims is that Allah 
does not look like His creation and we afe 
not created in the form of Allah, nor do we 
make forms with our OWN hands and worship 
them claiming them to be Allah. Allah gives 
us certain information In the Quran about 
Himself, but rather than spend months and 
years debating the exact description of His 
form. this information is only given to us In an 
attempt for us to have an understanding — the 
exact details however, are known to Allah alone. 
Allah is Perfect and His Image 's Majestic and 
beyond what we can comprehend. In a very 
simple and comprehensive verse of the Quran, 
Allah tells us about Himself (opposite page). 
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Inthe Name'of'Allah, mhe’Most’'Compassionate: 
The’ Most’ Merciful: 


In Islam, Allah is regarded as Seating ane -Glorify the akelaat= of thy 
Guardian-Lora 


‘Eternal’. He was ‘The First, even 


was created, nothing was before Him. After 
everything in the creation is destroyed, Allah will 
be there as ‘The Last’ and He will remain Ever Vitex High 


Existent and will never die, even after the end 
of time. Allah tells us He is ‘The First’ and ‘The Who has cre 
ated and 


| ast’ in the following verses of the Quran. a 
“Whatsoever is in the heavens and the further given order and 
earth glorifies Allah and He is All-Mighty, _— 8 
All-Wise. His is the kingdom of the heaven “a : proportion; Who has 
and the earth. It is He who gives life and o | — : 
causes death; and He is able to P: = ordained laws. 
do all things. He is the First if | 
(nothing is before Him) And granted guidance; 
x (Quran, The Most High 87: 1-3) 


and the Last (nothing is after Him)...” 
(Quran, Iron 57:1-3) 


Opposite: A beautiful sunset over a desolate windswept land- 


scape. Allah creates whatever He wills. He is the All-Powerful 


and the Giver of life and death. 
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Allah’s Knowledge 


islamic belief is that Allah Dees Cerrar “And if q\\ the trees On 


knowledge of everything. All 


is perfect and all-encom assing. No action 
perfect and all hole ase. except by the earth were pens and 


takes place in the w 
His Knowledge and Will. He has power over all 


things and He is able to do everything. He Is the the S@da (were INK with 


Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, the Most Kind 


and the Most Beneficent. We learn of Allah’s which tO write), with 


total knowledge of everything in many verses 


‘7 the Quran. One of Allah’s names 's ‘The All- the seven seas behind 


Knowing’ as mentioned in the following verse of 


ci re it to add to its (Supply), 
“Verily, your Lord is the All-Knowing 
Creator.” yet the words of Allah 

(Quran, The Rocky Tract 15:86) would not be exhausted. 
When Musll that Allah is “with us”, th : . . 
do a Sein ee ths aan NEAT Verily Allah IS All-Mighty 
's not inside nor subject to His creation, Allah ts : 55 
with us by His knowledge, sight and hearing. He Al |-\Wise. 

(Quran, Lugman 31:2 


knows everything that we do and He watches all 
of us extremely closely. 


“It is Allah Who has created seven heavens 
and of the earth the like thereof (i.e. seven). 
His Command descends between them 
(heavens and earth), that you may know 
that Allah has power over all things and 
that Allah surrounds all things in (His) 
Knowledge.” 
(Quran, Divorce 65:12) . 
Opposite page: Deep in a lush forest, drops of wate! 
from a tree stem. Islamic belief 1s that the Creator’s kno' 
‘s unlimited. Allah knows the hidden secrets of nature a! 
fine mysteries of life. A drop of water does not fall wil 


Allah knowing about it with full measute. 
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(Quran, The Heifer 2:152) 


Opposite page: Arabic calligraphy of the phrase ‘Bismillah’ set 
against a beautiful evening lake scene. From a young age Muslims 
are taught to start every action by saying Bzsmi//ah, which means 
in the Name of Allah’. In Islam every action carried out with 
the correct intention is regarded as an act of worship. Even 
planting trees, digging wells and lox king after the environment 


in general can be considered as acts of worship in Islam. 


Knowledge of the Unseen 


Allah alone has knowledge of the unseer 
Indeed none in the creation has this Knowleage 
except Allah alone. We have no need of this 
knowledge and should not speculate to lear 
about the unseen by using horoscopes, fortune- 


tellers and so forth. Allah tells us in the Quran 


ra 


“And with Him are the keys of the unseen 
(all that is hidden), none knows them but 
He. And He knows whatever there is in (or 
on) the earth and in the sea; nota leaf falls, 
but He knows it. There is not a grain in the 
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or 
dry, but is written in a clear record.” 


(Quran, Cattle 6:59) 


Only Allah alone has knowledge of the hour of 
reckoning when every soul will be held to account 
for the life they spent on earth. This knowledge 
has been kept with Allah alone and no-one else 
knows the time of the hour. Allah in His mercy 
has given certain signs as part of the revelation 
to show that the time is near but the specifics of 
the actual time are with Allah alone. 


“Indeed, Allah (alone) has knowledge of 
the Hour and sends down the rain and 
knows what is in the wombs. And no soul 
perceives what it will earn tomorrow and 
no soul perceives in what land it will die- 
Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.” 


(Quran, Lugman 31:34} 
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islam asserts thatAllan alone is the Most Merciful 
to all of His creation. Many verses of the Quran 
relate specifically to Allah’s mercy. Muslims 
begin recitation of the Quran by declaring that : 
Allah is the Most Merciful. Allahs name, Ar- ; —= 
Rahmaan — The Most Merciful, is mentioned = —= = 
in the first verse of the opening chapter of the : 


Quran. 
“In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Compassionate, the Most Merciful.” 
(Quran, The Opening 1:1) 


» 


Such is Allah’s love and mercy that even those 
who fall short of living according to His guidance, 
may have their sins forgiven even by an act of 
kindness, coupled of course with correct belief in 
Allah. Prophet Muhammad (2) narrated a story 
about a prostitute who was forgiven her sins by 
Allah for providing water to a thirsty dog. 


Allah’s Messenger (25) said, “A prostitute was 
forgiven by Allah, because, passing by a panting 
dog near a well and seeing that the dog was 
about to die of thirst, she took off her shoe and 
tying it with her head-cover she drew out some 
water for it. So, Allah forgave her because of 
that. ~ 


“My mercy extends to all things. That (mercy) | 
shall ordain for those who do right and practise 
regular charity and those who believe in‘Our 

ee (Allah's) signs;- ” 


Allah. Wheat (Triticum spp.) is a grass that is cultivated we yrldwide. % 
| (Quran, The Heights 715% 


Globally, it is the most important human food grain and ranks 


(Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari) 


second in total production as a cereal crop behind maize; the 


third being rice. 
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Allah’s Generosity 


Such is Allah’s generosity that not only Is a 
person rewarded many times over for doing 
a good deed but even has one good deed 
recorded just for having the intention of doing 
the good deed. Moreover, 'f someone intended 
to do a bad deed but did not actually Carry it 
out, then Allah will reward them with a full good 
deed in their account. Allah is so generous that if 
someone intended a bad deed and then carried 
it out, then only one bad deed is written into their 


account. 


Opposite page: Dramatic reflection on Mirror Lake, Yose: 
National Park. Islam places great emphasis on preserving nat 

environments as the creation of the universe ts wart a 
open book, a guide inviting observation which increases | 
faith of the observer and takes them to the point of ae eq| 
faith in the Almighty Creator. Hence planting trees under whi 
people seek shade or shelter from the sun is deemed to b 
rewardable act. On the other hand the cutting down of | 
without strong and legitimate reasons 1s encroaching on 1 
bounties of Allah and destroying the beauty of the en, : nmi 


which Allah has created. 


Say: “O People of the Scripture (the Jews ano 


Christians), come to a word that is equitable 
between us and you; that we shall worship none 
but Allah and not associate anything with Him ani 
not take one another as lords instead of Allah.” Bi 
if they turn away, then say, “Bear witness that wé 
are Muslims (submitting to Him).” 


(Quran, The Family of Imran < 


Allah’s Names and Attributes 


Allah has the most magnificent Names and 
perfect Attributes such as: The Gracious, The 
Merciful, The Beneficent, The All-Wise, The All- 
Knowing and The Lord of the Universe. 


No one shares His Divinity, His Names or 
Attributes. Nothing is like Him. He is the Creator. 
He is neither created, nor is He a part of His 
creation. He is All-Powerful and absolutely Just. 
There is no other entity in the entire universe 
worthy of worship other than Him. He is The First 
and The Last and Everlasting. He was present 
when there was nothing in existence and will be 
present when nothing else remains. He is The 
Supreme, The Sovereign and The Law Giver. 


It is only He Who is capable of granting life and 
death. 


We know from the Quran that Allah has many 
excellent and exceptional names. Allah tells 
Muslims to supplicate to Him, choosing the most 
Suitable name when praying to Him. In doing so 
Muslims glorify and praise Allah. 


“Allah has the Most Excellent Names, 
SO supplicate Him with them...” 


(Quran, The Heights 7:180) 
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“He is Allah, the Creator 
of all, the Maker of all, the 
Fashioner of all, His are 
the most beautiful names, 
Whatever is in the heavens 
and earth is exalting Him. 
And He is the Exalted in 
Might, the Wise.” 


(Quran, The Gathering 59: 24 


Opposite page. A list of some of the Names and Attri 
of Allah. It is important to note that Muslims do not | 
that Allah exists in parts where each name is incarnate: 


separate deity. 


The Triumphant. The One who knows all that is hidden from 


isa he Mighty One in His power, gravity, and eminence. 
The One who forgives and pardons. The One who is all- 
‘Knowing about His creation. The One who is High above 
everyone in His power a status. The wiculss Invincible, 
and Impenetrable One. 3uardian and Protector. The 
One who is extremely g Aacous and aeeroneive to His crea- 
sn. The Ruler or Sovereign, and the Judge. The One who 
is Sygrearing: mild, and gentle. He is patient, and He does 


Rot rush to punish His servants for their sins. The Praise- 


: e Bnelwho will take account of all all people's deeds, and 
6 Will reward or punish them accordingly. The Ever-Liv- 
ing One who has no beginning and no end, He lives. and 


_ ve does not die. The Most High One v who is above all others. 


paar end | Innovator who Bringsinew things into existence 


er He » decrees them. The Perspicacious. The One who is 


‘it refers to im MBeing true to His promise (in the context § 
poll re ard): 


-Seeing One who is a witness to all ac- 
nts rn is completely familiar with the details 


rent! will judge with truth. He will support those who were § 
gt , and punish those who were in error. The One who | 


conceals and overlooks the sins of His creation. He turns | | 
‘in forgiveness to whoever repents, even to someone who ’ 


‘has committed shirk (association of any type of partner with | 


Pnipotent t, All- Powerful One who is absolutely free of any ff 
| 


a Piven _ 


ne w thing gs. The One who is knowledgeable andiwellac: 


ed with His creation and all that they do. The One| 


‘who creates everything in the creation. He is rot weakened J 


cious and kind, friendly and gentle. The Glorified, Exalted | 
One who is extolled and lauded by His creation. The King 
Ie) eeuer of al Millggs The Firm and Strong One. The 
3enefactor and Bioret wo F ovides victory and protec 


ion to those who do what He has commanded and avoid i 


4 - - 1 - AarrninnAAaAR 
iat He has forbidden 


whe re One who | encompasses 0 Or sur- 
rounds everything, such that nothing ‘can escape from Him 
or elude Him. The one who watches over and protects His 


and supplications of His servants. The Master who is ca- 


pable of anything He wishes, without weakness, without § 


fatigue. He cannot be resisted, The Shaper and Fashioner 


" ’ mill ( >t _ 
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generous, kind, and | beneficent. It has also been said that § 


of all that Mape pean! The Judge who, on yn the day of Judge- f ! 


Allah). The One who forgives the sins and mistakes of his | . 
eaveeithe O ISIS AS. 


weaknesses whatsoever. He can compel others, and His J 
power cannot be resisted. The Great One; all others are § 
less than Him. The One who is noble, generous, and gra- § 
cious. The \One who decrees the existence or creation of 


onfaffected iby’ th is. The One who is to His creation gra- § 


creation. The One who answers and accepts the worship 


The Exa 


Mi One who is Close to His servants, in the sense that He 
rewards obedience, and answers their supplications. He is 
close to whoever is sincere in worship and who repents for 

his or her sins. The Strong One who is capable of doing 
| what He wills. There is nothing capable of defeating Him or 
| of thwarting His decree. The Caretaker who manages and @ 
| | regulates His creation. The Pure 
| fects . The One, meaning He who is the only one deserving 
| of worship. He has no partner, and He has no equal. The 
| Inheritor who inherits the earth and all that is on it because 

all created life shall cease, leaving only Him, the Crea- 
tor. The One who is Generous or Magnanimous towards 

His Servants. The One who loves whoever turns to Him 

in repentance from his or her sins. The One whe pei) 

mercy and success on His creation. The’ Disposer of af 
all W atters are Snr stead Th Ruler whe 2) ) SUPPO tS 
s His "believing convents The Helper anc 
porter who backs and strengthens the believers TheOws 
who is Merciful and Compassionate. The Merciful One. is 
One who closely watches over His creation. The Or 


to whom 
and guard 


lies the disbelievers m 


ted, High One who is above F IS creatior 
siztbie inp ower and might, and who is above whatever 
y say about Him. The One whol is 
proud, and for Allah this is not a negative trait as it is for 
His creation. The One who is capable of doing anything 
He wills. The Irresistible, Over-Powering One. The Om- 
nipotent, All- Powertul Master of all things. The Irresistible 


can stand in- front of Him except as His weak slave. The 


=—_, 


vider and Sustainer of His creation The One v 


ly One deserving of. of worship. The Om- | : defe ects 


them. 
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in Him, F dis attribute 2S, | 


the Generous 


AC sti a) 


not begotten. The One whose ‘dominant is Compe ole! e. 
One who does not eat or drink. The One who listens aan 
responds to our supplications and requests. The One who 
recognizes the obedience and worship of His believing 
servants by rewarding them. The Witness over evens 
and their actions, for which He will either rewald or punis 
Tr > One who rev vards the believing servants: 
good deeds. The One who accepts the sincere el : 
of His. Bonevingt servants, and this means | He fore 
The true Judge. The One who is modest. The Giies and 
Provider who lavishly extends sustenance and wealth to 
His creation. The One who is beautiful and graceful. 
One who is generous and magnanimous. The Benef 
The Giver of wealth and knowledge 
| One who delays or slows whatever He wills. The cee. 

hastens or speeds whatever He wills. The One who takes 

and constricts the SUSIeDanCE and wealth of alls! creation, 

The One. The Lord. The 
| | The Exalted One who is ‘praised and glorified ext ens 
| The Healer, the One who cures. The One who is pure aad 
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One who is free of all de- 


it is interesting that the usage of the wore Allah is : 

t exclusive to the Islami faith: Arab Christians S 

pep Jews (including the “Draise be unto Allah, Who 

Teimanim and some Sephardim communities) 

also use it to refer to the monotheist deity. Arabic ; created the NCEN IES and the 

translations of the Bible also employ it, as do — th 4 

R Catholics in Malta (wh ounce it as r | ; 

Bo eae n he eae who speak Ca 4 a ; eye the dark! ess 
and the light. Yet those who 

reject faith hold (others) 
as equal, with their 


Aramaic (a Semitic language related to Arabic) 
; +b 
Guardian-Lord. 


use the word ‘Allaha’. This Is hardly surprising 
as Muslims believe that the name of Allah had 
existed before the time of Prophet Adam (5). 
And it is the same Deity worshipped by Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad 


(peace be upon them all). 


(Quran, Cattle 6:1) 


Background picture: The Sun rising over the planet Earth 
as seen from space. All of Allah’s creation glorifies Him, 
yet mankind pays little heed to the many wondrous signs in 
nature. 


The true balance of an Islamic life Is established 
by having a healthy fear of Allan as well as a 
sincere belief in His infinite Forgiveness and 
Mercy. Islam views that a life without fear of 
Allah leads to sin and disobedience. On the 
other hand believing that one has sinned so 
much that Allah will not possibly forgive you, can 
lead to feelings of despair. In light of this, Islam 
teaches that only misguided people despair of 


their Lord’s Mercy. 


Allah created the universe, bestowed human 
beings with a privileged position within it and left 
the world to function under the laws that He has 
decreed for it. Allah constantly observes to what 
level people appreciate the life He has given 
them and how they behave in the environment 
He has placed them in. Allah allows the universe 
to exist for a certain length of time. At the end 
of this time, following portents of the end of the 
world as we know it, mankind will be brought 
‘n front of Allah for Judgment and man will be 
rewarded or punished according to his good or 
bad deeas. 


Human beings have also been created weak 
and regularly fall into sin. This is the nature 
of the human being as created by Allah in 
His wisdom. In Islam though, the avenue of 
repentance is always open to every human 
being. So much so that Almighty Allah loves the 
repentant sinner as He alone is the All-Forgiving 
Most Merciful. For those individuals and nations 
who consistently rebel against Allah's divine law, 
Islamic belief holds that inevitably there will be 
consequences. 
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Throughout the Quran, Allah describes numer- 


ous past nations who rejected Divine guidance 
and were subsequently destroyed. These stories 
serve as warnings to humanity of the conse- 
quences of rebellion against the commana- 
ments of Allah. The punishment may come in a 
variety of different ways. It could take the form 
of a flood or earthquake or perhaps in the form 
of new diseases that have never been seen 


before. 


“And how many a city which was unjust 
have We shattered and produced after it 
another people. And when its inhabitants 
perceived Our punishment, at once 
they fled from it.” 


(Quran, The Prophets 21: ’ 


Allah descril 


guidance a 


Opposite page: Throughout the Quran, 
merous past nations who rejected Divine 
subsequently destroyed. 

Far right: The ancient ruins at Petra in Jordan are 
rved into the rock. 


tam 


having many stone structures Ca 
Above right: Hathor temple of the ancient Egy] 
Neferatri near Awan, Egypt. 

Middle: Ancient ruined dwellings built into the mount 
at Demre, Turkey. 

Below: A victim of the catastrophic volcanic ecru] 
stroyed the Roman city of Pompeii during the 1st centut 
Following page: A Quranic verse in the shade 0! 
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Chapier 3 


Creation or 


Evolution? 


28) 


(Quran, The Thunder 13 


Was the universe created? Or did it come into 
being by itself? The Islamic viewpoint is that 
the variety and complexity of the many intric- 
ate systems which constitute the fabric of both 
human beings and the world in which they exist, 
indicate that there must be a Supreme Being 
who created them. Uniquely, in the following 
Quranic verse Allah asks mankind to ponder on 
the cause of their coming into existence. 


“Or were they created by nothing, or were 
they the creators (of themselves)? Or did 
they create the heavens and the earth? 
Rather, they are not certain. Or are the 
Treasures of your Lord with them, or are 
they the managers (of affairs)?” 


(Quran, The Mount 52: 35-37) 


An important principle to consider is that of 
‘cause and effect’. It follows that, if there is any 
evidence of design this itself would indicate the 
existence of a designer, in which case all other 
theories would be immediately nullified. So, 
when human beings come across footprints on 
a beach, they immediately conclude that they 
were made by another human. No one imagines 
that the waves from the sea settled in the sand 
and by chance produced a depression looking 
exactly like a human footprint. Similarly, we 
must recognise all around us the footprints of 
intelligent design made by a Supreme Creator. 


Let's think about any purpose built product in life 
for a moment, a car for instance. The compo- 
nents that make up the car; steel, plastic, rubber 
etc., are assembled in such a way that they dem- 
onstrate meticulous forethought and planning. 
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lt is obvious that cars do not appear due to ran- 
dom chance events and that manufacturers put 
considerable effort into producing them. If cars 
could appear by chance, then car manufactur- 
ers would never have existed at all. In fact the 
reality is that every product that we see around 
us, from the very simple to the most complex. 
has been made to a certain design. Briefly, ‘de- 
Sign’ means a harmonious assembly of various 
parts into an orderly form towards a common 
goal. Going by this definition, one would have 
no difficulty in asserting that a car is designed 
This is because there is a certain goal, which 


is to transport people and cargo. In realisation 


of this goal various parts such as the engine 


tyres and body are planned and assembled in a 


manufacturing plant. 


However, what about a living creature? Can the 
mechanism of flight in birds for instance, be de 
signed as well? Before giving an answer, let u 
repeat the evaluation we did for the example c 
a car. The goal at hand, in this case, is to fly 
For this purpose, hollow bones and strong mus 
cles that move these bones are utilized togethe 
with feathers capable of suspending the bird | 
the air. Wings are shaped aerodynamically t 
allow efficient flight. Lungs and metabolism ar 
in tune with the need for high levels of energ) 
The presence of multiple, unique and specia 
ised systems that all function simultaneous 
shows that the mechanism of flight in birds | 
the product of a certain design. If one examine 
any other creature besides a bird, we find th: 
they are all examples of meticulous design 
one continues further on this quest, one wou! 
discover that humans are also designed. 


—_ ae 


Computer generated image of a DNA double } elix. The 
structure of DNA was unravelled in 1953 at the M 


unit in Cambridge, UK. The origin of DNA along 
many other complex molecules of life, t on ain 


the miracles of creation that evolution has yet to 


The study of our natural environment leads to 
an important conclusion; all creatures in nature, 
including humans are of a design. This, in turn, 
shows the existence of a particular Creator who 
designs all creatures at will, sustains the entire 
natural universe and holds absolute power and 


wisdom. 


In recent times some scientists have sought to 
deny the existence of a Creator. Matter, in their 
opinion, Is eternal and mankind Is merely a 
chance product, an accident of nature. According 
to them, there is no purpose to existence and life 
has evolved by itself over hundreds of millions of 
years starting from simple inorganic molecules 
and gaining in complexity and order. However, 
the arguments in favour of evolution with blind 
chance as the driving force for our existence 
are both desperate and illogical as the following 
examples will demonstrate. 


Imagine a chimpanzee with a typewriter trying 
to type out the whole history of humanity. How 
long do you think it would need, given that the 
chimpanzee pressed the keys at random? One 
year? One thousand years? One Million years? 
One Billion years? Or perhaps never. The 
reality is that the probability of the chimpanzee 
accomplishing this task Is zero. For arguments 
sake lets increase the chances of Success by 
having billions of chimps each with a typewriter. 
However, the probability for each individual 
chimpanzee will still tend towards zero, even 
after four and a half billion years of effort. Yet 
in the same time inorganic matter is supposed 
to have evolved into man by blind chance and 
random mutation. 


“To Him (Allah) is due 
the primal origin of the 
heavens and the earth; 
when He decrees a 
matter He says fo it: 
“Be”: and it is. 


(Quran, The Heifer 2: 11 


Opposite page: Highly magnified coloured scanning ‘ 
micrograph (SEM) of nerve fibres (axons, purple) in 
cell (neurone). The neurone is composed of numero 
separated by layers of connective tissue (endoneurium, | 
The fibres carry electrical nerve impulses away from the! 
cell body, towards other nerve cells, the muscles or orga! 
Gbre is surrounded by a fatty insulating layer known a: 
sheath (pink in cross-section), which increases the trai 
speed of the nerve signals. Nerves in the body serve t 
interpret and relay information. 

In the brain neurons makes on averapt LOOU 
connections with other neurons, which means tha 
can contain between one hundred trillion and one qu 
synaptic connections. This is one of the wonders 0! 
creation that sets humans apart from all other 
brain is involved in everything we do. How we think, 


feel. how we act and even how we interact ith other: 


IMAGE CREDIT: SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY. 
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The advent of biochemistry has also started to 
show us how even apparently simple biolog- 
ical systems can be very complex. Simple 
living cells have hundreds of developed syst- 
ems which can be compared to a city. There 
are power stations producing energy, factories 
manufacturing enzymes and hormones, complex 
transportation systems, pipelines carrying raw 
material, advanced laboratories breaking down 
substances, and a vast data bank in the form of 
DNA. For example, light sensitive cells in tiny 
creatures, microscopic rotors found in bacteria 
Or microscopic cilia found in the human throat, 
are all examples of extremely complex systems 
with numerous interconnected and vital pieces 
that have been precisely designed to function 
with each other. Fossils tell us nothing about the 
ability of evolution to develop a complex system 
from scratch. Evolutionists spend much time 
and effort in uncovering new fossils but they 
have little to say about the biochemistry of vision 
Or so many other intelligently designed complex 
molecular systems. 


Hence, the greatest evidence of The Creator 
is His creation. Nature and our study of nature, 
both proclaim the fact that there is One God 
who, in His Wisdom, has created and continues 
to sustain the universe. The very existence of 
the universe, with its superb organisation is in- 
explicable except as having been brought into 
existence by a Creator - a Being with an infinite 
intelligence - rather than a blind force. 


Opposite: Highly magnified image of red blood cells. Red 
blood cells are the most common type of blood cell and are the 
vertebrate bodies principal means of delivering oxygen from 
the lungs to the body tissues via the blood. A single drop of 
blood contains millions of red blood cells which are constantly 
travelling through the body. Red blood cells also play an impor- 
tant role in the coagulation cascade, which represents another 
highly complex and finely tuned biological system that has been 


intricately designed rather than evolved by chance. 
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“On the earth are signs for the certain (in faith) 
As also in your own selves. Then will you not see?” 


(Quran, The Winnowing Winds 51: 20-21) 


The Purpose of Creation 


As we have discussed previously, the reality 
rationally points to the decisive fact that there 
must have been an intelligence behind the origin 
of life. Once we have established the fact that 
there is a Creator, then a series of questions 
arise: Why did the Creator create us? What 
does He want us to do? What does He look like? 
Has He left mankind any instructions? How can 
we know Him? Does the Creator communicate 
with mankind? The question: For what purpose 
did Allah create us, is the next most important 
and fundamental question that needs to be 
addressed. Islam teaches the principle that if we 
know our aim in life then we will be able to work 


towards it and reach it. 


The science of human physiology totally refutes 
the idea that man was created for no purpose. 
It is universally agreed that every part of the 
human body was created for a purpose, i.e. the 
hands touch, the eyes see, the nose smells and 
so forth. The natural conclusion is that whatever 
is true for the part must also apply to the whole. 
In other words the purpose of the creation of the 
whole must be closely linked with the creation of 
every part of it. Hence, the creation of man as a 
whole must have a wisdom and purpose behind 
it. Islam teaches us that man’s sole purpose in 
life is simply to worship Allah the Creator. 


Background: High speed photography captures a splash crown 
formed by a drop of water. Regarded as one of the miracles 
of nature, formed by the combination of two gases (hydrogen 
and oxygen), water is a tasteless, odourless and nearly colourless 
substance in its pure form. It is essential to all known forms 
of life and is also known as the most universal solvent. Water 
is one of the most abundant substances on Earth, existing in 


many places and forms. 
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However, Allah Almighty is not in need of human 
worship, so He did not create human beings 
to fulfil some need on his part. If not a single 
human being worshipped Allah it would not 
diminish His glory in any way. Allah Is perfect, 
He alone exists without any needs. All created 
beings have needs, consequently it is mankind 
that needs to worship Allah alone. 


Concept of Worship 


oe «The concept of worship in Islam Is misunder- 
- stood by many people, including some Muslims. 
Worship is commonly taken to mean performing 
® ritualistic acts such as prayers, fasting, charity 
= * etc. This limited understanding of worship is 
only one part of the meaning of worship in Islam. 
That is why the traditional definition of worship in 
isfam is a comprehensive definition that includes 
almost everything in any individual's activities. In 
‘other words, worship is everything one Says OF 
es for the pleasure of Allah. For Muslims this 
includes rituals as well as beliefs, social activities, 
obeying, legislating and ruling by Allah's laws 
alone as well as personal contributions to the 


} ; 
. on welfare of one’s fellow human beings. 


“And Allah has created every 
animal from water; Of them there 
are some that creep on their 
bellies; Some that walk on two 
legs; and some that walk on 
four; Allah creates whatever He 
wills For verily Allah has power 
over all things.” 


(Quran, The Light 24: 45) 
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1) “And | (Allah) createc 
not the Jinn and — 

mankind except © 

that they should ' 


worship Me — 
(Allah Alone).” 


(Quran, The Winds that scate 8 
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The Prophets of Allah mentioned in the Quran (peace be 
upon them all). English versions of the names are given with 


Adam (;3), the First Prophet 


MUHAMMAD 


the Quranic name in brackets where applicable. However, it is (235) 


cleatly stated in the Quran that this list is not comprehensive: 

“And certainly We sent Messengers before you: there are some¢ 

of them that We have mentioned to you and there are others JOHN 
(YAH YA) 


JESUS 
One of the central Islamic beliefs is that Islam (EESA) 
Started with the very first human beings on 
Earth, namely, Prophet Adam (55) and his wife 
Eve. In fact the history of the Prophets that 
followed could be considered as the history of 
mankind. After Prophet Adam (55), Allah sent 
many Prophets to teach mankind. They each 
offered teachings relevant to the lives of people 
at the time, however the central message was 
the same: that is to worship the One true God, 


Allah, and live according to His laws. 


Miracles 
whom We have not mentioned to yi yu... (Quran, The Forgiver 

In order to show people that they spoke the 40:78). 

truth, Prophets were given supporting proof by 

Allah in the form of miracles (defined as ‘actions 

or events which do not follow the known laws of ELIJAH ELISHA 

nature - Oxford English Dictionary). The Proph- (ELIAS) (AL-YASA) 

ets were usually given miracles in those fields anti 

that were popular amongst the people of that : 

age. For example in the time of the Prophet 

Moses (in Arabic Musa, <3) the art of sorcery 

and magic was common practice. When Proph- 


ZACHARIAS 
(ZAKARILYA) 


SOLOMON 


AARON MOSES (SULAYMAN) 


Muslims believe that throughout time the 
Creator has sent us 124,000 Prophets, starting 
from Prophet Adam (5) and ending with the 
last Prophet, Muhammad (#:). Each Prophet 
carried the same message of Divine guidance 
to his people, namely the worship of the One 
Deity, Allah. Some of the Prophets were also 
Messengers in that they were given revealed 
scripture. In the case of the Final Prophet, 
Muhammad (&), the message was intended for 
the whole of mankind and not just his people at 
the time. 


The struggle that some of the Prophets faced 
when they tried to convey the message Is detailed 
in many places in the Quran. The problems they 
encountered, the solutions they brought and 
their exemplary and noble behaviour is uniquely 
highlighted. Moreover, their example and good 
character is still applicable and very relevant to 
the lives of people today. 


et Moses (4) transformed his staff into a living 
serpent, the Pharaoh's sorcerers knew that what 


they had witnessed was no sorcerer’s trick an 
they accepted Moses (5) as being the Proph 
of Allah. 


Similarly, during the time of Prophet Jesus | 
Arabic Eesa, <4) the practice of healing ar 
medicine was commonplace and people placs 
great faith in healers. When the people s: 
Prophet Jesus (34) healing the blind and givi 
life to the dead with Allah's permission th 
instantly knew that such things were beyo! 
human capability and believed that it could | 
nothing but a miracle sent by Allah. 


The miracles of the Prophets that came bef 
Prophet Muhammad (£) are no longer w 
us today. However, The Merciful Creator ga 
Prophet Muhammad (2) a miracle for al! 
mankind and for all time, i.e. an everlast 
miracle, namely the Quran. This would rem: 
the source of truth and guidance long af 
Prophet Muhammad (£2z) had left this world 


(HARUN) 
EZEKIEL 
(DUL-KIFL) 


JACOB 


(MUSA) 


DAVID 
(DAWUD) 


JOSEPH 
(YUSUF) 


(YAQUB) 


[SAAC © 
(ISHAAQ? 


SHOAIB 


LOT 


(IDRIS) 


! 


NOAH ABRAHAM 
(1LBRAHIM) 


_ ISMAIL 
(ISHMAEL) 


The Father of Mankind 
ald 
gduall 
And (mention, O Muhammad), when 


your Lord said to the angels, “Indeed, | 


aes will make upon the earth a vicegerent.” 
= They said, “Will You place upon It one 
who causes corruption therein and 
sheds blood, while we declare Your 
praise and sanctify You?” Allah said, 
“Indeed, | know that which you do not 


know.” 
And He taught Adam all the names. 
Then He showed them to the angels 
and said, “Inform Me of the names of 
these, if you are truthful.” 
They said, “Exalted are You; we have 
no knowledge except what You have 
taught us. Indeed, it is You who is the 


Knowing, the Wise.” 
(Quran, The Heifer 2: 30-32) 


Background: Mossaic-like pattern formed as a Clay surface 


dries under a baking sun. A notion repeated many times in the 
Quran is that man has been created from clay or soil. In fact the 
basic elements making up the human body can all be found in 


our natural environment. 


We had certainly sent Noah to his people 
and he said, “O my people, worship Allah; 
you have no deity other than Him. 
indeed, | fear for you the punishment 
of a tremendous Day. 


Said the eminent among his people, 
“Indeed, we see you in clear error. 
(Noah) said, 

“© my people, there is not error in me, but 
lam a messenger from the 
Lord of the worlds. 


| convey to you the messages of my Lord 
and advise you; 
and | know from Allah what you 
do not know.” 


(Quran, The Heights 7: 59-62) 


Backor - A f 
a ground: A flash of lightning reflected on water. In 
e “an , | 
3 Quranic narration we learn that Pr yphet Noah (3%) was 
instructed bv / . as - ¢ 
cted by Allah to build an ‘ark’ to protect himself from the 


de = 
luge that was about to drown his people. 


Prophet Abraham (:+) 


Prophet Abraham (in Arabic /brahim, 5) Is 
regarded as one of the greatest Prophets in 
history and is held in high esteem by Muslims, 
Jews and Christians alike. In Islamic teaching 
he is honourably referred to as the Friend of 
Allah’. He was born in the Babylonian city of Ur 
in present day Iraq, where he began his mission. 
During his lifetime he visited many different 
places and went through many struggles to 
convince the people of the world that they 
should worship Allah alone. He travelled to 
Haran and then went to Palestine, where he 
established centres of his mission at Bethel, 
Hebron and Beilr-Sheba. He appointed his 
nephew, Prophet Lut (<5), with the purpose of 
continuing his mission. From Palestine he went 
to Egypt which was second only to Iraq in terms 
of developed civilisation and culture at the time. 
From there he travelled to Arabia, where he was 
commanded by Allah to build the Kaaba. He 
appointed his eldest son, Prophet Ishmael (4) 
as its guardian. He returned to Hebron, where 
his second son, Prophet Isaac (<>), continued 
his mission after his death. From the two sons of 
Prophet Abraham (5) sprang two nations, the 
Ishmaelites from Prophet Ishmael (54) and the 
Israelites from Prophet Isaac (5). 


Abraham (55) was born during a period when the 
Babylonians had forgotten about worshipping 
Allah alone. Paganism had become rampant: 
they worshipped the sun, the moon and the 
Stars as gods. They also prayed to wooden 
and stone idols that were housed in grand 
temples. Many elaborate rituals would be 
performed daily with rich offerings of food made 
to the idols and the powerful temple priests. 
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According to Islamic tradition, Prophet Abraham 
(53) was endowed with spiritual understanding 
from an early age, as Allah had enlightened 
his heart and mind by giving him wisdom from 
childhood. Remarkably, his father was an idol 
maker by profession which led to much debate 
and conflict with the young Abraham (>). From 
his early childhood Abraham (<>) was well aware 
that his father made strange statues, since he 
had often played with them; sometimes sitting 
on their backs, just as people ride donkeys and 
mules. One day he innocently asked why it was 
that his father made these statues. His father 
replied that these statues were gods that people 
worshipped. Abraham (=) was astonished, the 
concept of worshipping an idol that could neithe: 
see, nor hear, nor speak, seemed totally illogica 
to Abraham (3). 


As the years passed, Abrahams (>) hea 
had become full of hatred for the idols that h 
father made for people to worship. As a youn 
intelligent man he could not understand ho 
a sane person could carve a statue and the 
worship what he had made. The idols did n 
eat, drink, or talk and they could not even tur 
themselves right-side-up if someone turne 
them up-side down. How could people believ 
that such statues could harm or benefit them’ 
was during this time that he realised that the! 
was only One God despite what the people sai 
Allah chose Abraham (3) as a Prophet throug 
divine revelation in order to teach and guic 
mankind to worship the true Lord and Creat 
of the Universe. 


ABRAHAM 


The Friend of Allah 


aylé 
gual 
“Indeed, Abraham was a 
(comprehensive) leader, devoutly 
obedient to Allah, inclining toward 
truth and he was 


not of those who associate others 
with Allah. 


(He was) grateful for His favours. 
Allah chose him and 
guided him 
to a straight path. 


And We gave him good 
in this world and indeed, 
in the Hereafter he will be among 
the righteous.” 


(Quran, The Bee 16: 120-122) 


Background: The desert is an inhospitable environment and 
a stern challenge to any traveller. Prophet Abraham (5%) spent 
most of his lite travelling throughout the Middle East across 
this type of landscape. 
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After attaining prophethoog, Abraham (<4) was 
commanded by Allah to start teaching his people. 
He was a strong willed young man who worked 
very hard. He would debate with his father and 
the public with great vigour regarding the folly 
of worshipping idols. In turn, his father and the 
people ground him, would ridicule him and treat 
him harshly. Society in general though paid no 
heed to Prophet Abraham’s (4) teachings. The 
priests in particular had become very powerful 
figures In society, so they were fiercely opposed 
to his message. If people were to abandon their 
pagan ways, then they would be deprived of 
their power and position in society. 


There came a point in time when Prophet Abra- 
ham (i=) decided that some practical examples 
were necessary to prove his point once and for 
all. So Prophet Abraham (=) came up with a plan 
to show the absurdity of idol worship. He knew 
that there was going to be a great celebration on 
the bank of the river which would be attended 
by all the towns folk. He waited until the city was 
empty, then went cautiously towards the temple. 
He proceeded to smash all of the idols with an 
axe except one of the larger ones, on whose 
neck he hung the axe before leaving. When the 
people returned, they were shocked to see their 
‘gods smashed to pieces, lying scattered all 
over the temple. They suspected Abraham (>) 
immediately and furiously demanded his capture 
and punishment. Prophet Abraham (<4) did not 
resist and was brought before the people. 


Prophet Abraham (<4) was asked if he was 
responsible for breaking the idols. He told them 
to ask the biggest idol, as it was still standing 
whole and was holding an axe. They replied 
that he knew very well that idols could not speak 
Or move. This gave Prophet Abraham (5) the 
chance to prove the foolishness of worshipping 
these lifeless objects. Although they realised 


the power of his arguments, their sheer anger 
and arrogance would not allow them to admit 
their foolishness. It was decided that Propnet 
Abraham (34) would be burnt alive. Prophet 
Abraham (4) had complete faith in Allah and 
remained patient throughout the ordeal. 


In Islamic tradition Prophet Abraham (=) was 
cast into a fire, but his descent into the blaze 
was like the descent into a cool garden. The 
flames were still there, but they did not burn for 
Almighty Allah had issued His command. [The 
fire submitted to the will of Allah, becoming 
cool and safe for Prophet Abraham (<4). When 
the fire eventually had burnt itself out, people 
were completely amazed to find that Prophet 
Abraham (:) was untouched. Shocked by the 
whole incident they let him go. After this event, 
a small number of people did accept him as 
a Prophet and began to follow his teachings. 
Sadly, they were compelled to keep their belief a 
secret out for fear of harm or death at the hands 
of the rulers. 


The ruler of the land at the time was a king 
called Nimrod and when he heard of Proph- 
et Abraham’s (2) safe exit from the fire he 
became very angry. He feared that the status 
of godhead he had proclaimed for himself was 
now challenged by an ordinary human being. He 
summoned Prophet Abraham (5) to the palace 
and held a debate with him. Unfortunately for 
Nimrod, Prophet Abraham (53) won the debate. 
He explained to Nimrod the beauty of Allah's 
creation, His power and wisdom and the fact 
that idol worship was detested by Allah, for He 
is the Only Lord of the universe and disposer of 
its affairs. 


Despite the fact that there were only a few 
people who accepted Prophet Abraham's (=) 
teachings, he went on preaching and underwent 
a chain of tests and trials to prove his obedience 
and sincerity to Allah. When people started to 
persecute him, he was commanded by Allah 
to leave that area and go to Palestine. In 
compliance with the commandment of Almighty 
Allah, Prophet Abraham (x4) did not lose a 
moment's rest. He continued calling out to the 
masses and teach them about the worship of 


Allah alone. 


islam teaches that Allah ordered Prophet 
Abraham (5) to take his second wife Hajira and 
their baby son Ishmael (<4) and leave them in the 
valley of Bakka (the original name of Makkah). 
In accordance with this Divine Commandment 
he set out on along and troublesome journey. It 
was during this time that the spring of Zamzam 


emerged in the valley during Hajira’s search for 
water for her baby son Ishmael (52). Prophet 
Abraham's (<4) family settled in the valley and 
many people from far and wide came to settle 
‘n the same area. Gradually this locality grew In 
size and was named Makkah. 


Prophet Abraham (s+) himself had travelled 
back to Palestine to join his first wife, Sarah. 
While he was in the valley of Makkah he had 
displayed his unstinted submission to the orders 
of Allah by being willing to sacrifice his beloved 
son Ishmael (3). It was around this time that 
he was informed of glad tidings regarding the 
birth of a baby from Sarah, his first wife. His 
second son was named /saac (s4) and would 
also become a Prophet of Allah and the father 
of the Israelite nation. 


Another one of the many great achieve- 
ments that marks Prophet Abraham's (<4) life 
was, the rebuilding of the Kaaba in Makkah. 
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Muslims regard the Kaaba as the very first place 
of worship on Earth. Allah had commanded 
Prophet Adam (=) to build it in the valley ~ 
Makkah. However, it was Prophet Abraham 
(5) who reconstructed the Kaaba with the help 
of his son, Prophet Ishmael (=). ‘ 


In summary Prophet Abrahams (5) life was 
full of many great tests and trials, however he 
always had firm faith In Allah and never missed 
4 moment's rest in calling for the worship of 
Allah. He gained thousands upon thousands of 
followers during his lifetime. When he passed 
away, he was buried in Hebron, twenty miles 
south-west of Jerusalem. 


Opposite page: Image of the well of Zamzam as itn 
looked thousands of years ago during the time of Pro 
Abraham (4). Muslims believe that the well was revea 
Hajira, the second wife of Prophet Abraham (>), when 
desperately seeking water for her infant son Ishmael 

well is located within the present day Sacred Mosque 
Haram) in Makkah, near the Kaaba, the holiest plac 
Makkah is located in a hot dry valley with few other so 
water. Muslim tradition holds that Hajira ran seven un 
and forth in the scorching heat between the two hulls | 
and Manva, looking for water. Ishmael is said to havi 

the ground with his heel and the Zamzam spring appear 
grandfather of the Prophet Muhammad (2%), Abdul M 
is said to have rediscovered the well after it had been 1 
and had filled with cand. He became the guardian of | 
charged with maintaining it and serving the Arabs v h 
Makkah on pilgrimage (as was done even in pre-isiam1 


Nowadays the LamzaM well is 30 metres deep and © 
some springs contributing to the well at approximat I) 
below the surface. Hundreds of millions of litres 0 


water are distributed to the millions of visitors to Mak! 


| ot /,amzam 


8000 litres pet second for more than a 24 hour pet 
LO 13 mettcs, atte! 


year. Pumping tests reveal that remova 


that the water level drops by up 
water level stops receding, The water level recove 
minutes after pumping has been stopped indicatin: 
aquifer feeding the well seems to recharge from rock | 


in neighbouring mountains around Makkah (Source 


studies and Research Centre). 
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In the Quran, the Prophet that is most often 
employed by Allah as an example for future 
generations is the Prophet Moses (in Arabic 
Musa, 54). For Muslims the events of Prophet 
Moses (5) and the other Prophets’ lives are 
taken not as a history lesson of the ancient past 
but as examples relevant to people today. Many 
centuries before the birth of Prophet Moses 
(<4), Prophet Joseph (in Arabic Yusuf, <5) and his 
family had settled in Egypt. They were called the 
children of Israel, or the Israelites. Generations 
later they would become known as the ‘Jews’. At 
that time ancient Egypt was one of the greatest 
centres of world civilisation. The Israelites that 
had settled there gradually increased in number 
and gained considerable power. The Israelites did 
not tend to intermingle with the native people, so 
they remained isolated and were considered as 
foreigners in Egypt. As the generations passed, 
the Israelites lost their position and status and 
became enslaved by the Egyptians. 


Before the birth of Prophet Moses (i) Egypt 
came under the rule of a tyrannical Pharaoh. 
Racial discrimination, depravity, torture and 
cruelty were the norms in Egyptian society at the 
time. The Pharaoh also considered himself to be 
a god and expected complete obedience from 
his people. To make matters worse, without any 
justification, Pharaoh had decreed that all male 
children born to the Israelite subjects should be 
killed. The Israelite nation suffered immensely 
under the tyrannical Pharaoh and longed to be 
free again. It was under these conditions that by 
His Mercy, Allah sent Prophet Moses (5) to bring 
about an end to the persecution and remind the 
people about the worship of Allah. 
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When Prophet Moses (3) was born, his mother 
was very concerned about his safety, but Allah 
commanded her to put him in a basket and 
place it on the river Nile. She then sent her 
daughter to follow the little ‘boat’ to see where 
it went. The basket floated towards Pharaoh's 
palace, where his men fished it out and brought 
the baby to him. He wanted to kill the child 
immediately, but his wife Aasiya, who was a 
pious woman, stopped him. They did not have 
children of their own, so she asked him to adopt 
the child. Pharaoh agreed to his wife's request 
and then called a group of women to breast feed 
the crying child. However, the baby refused mil! 
from all, except from his real mother who was 
amongst the group. So Allah reunited mothe: 
and child in the very palace of Pharaoh. 


The years passed and Prophet Moses {| 
grew up in the household of Pharaoh to be 
fine Egyptian nobleman. However, a serie 
of events occurred that would change his |! 
forever. Following an incident in which <¢ 
Egyptian man was killed, Prophet Moses | 
was exiled and had to leave Egypt. He fou 
himself in the land of Madyan where he marric 
Safura, daughter of the Prophet Shoaib | 
After staying in Madyan for many years, he |« 
to return to Egypt. On their way to Egypt, duri 
a severe winter night Prophet Moses (3) al 
his wife had lost their way. They saw a fire in t! 
distance, so Prophet Moses (5) told his wife 
Stay where she was while he went to the fire 
bring some of it back or even find someone w 
could help them. When he reached the fire 
saw that the flames were coming from a gre 
tree but there was no one present. 
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“And has the story of Moses reachec 
you? When he saw a fire and said to 
is family, Stay here; indeed, | have 


‘ceived a fire; perhaps | can bring y e 


Ol ore or find at the fire some guide ni 
; 


And when he came to it, he was calle 
O Moses, Indeed, | am your Lord, 

remove your sandals. Indeed, you ar e ir 
-_ the sacred valley of Tuwa. 


j 


And | have chosen you, so listen to whe 


___ is revealed (to you). 


} 


Wt 


Indeed, | am Allah. There is no deity 


ex ept Me, so worship Me and establish 


_ prayer for My remembrance. 


Indeed, the Hour is coming, 
_ My design is to keep it hidden so 
that every, soul may be recompens 
according y to that for whi chilt strived 
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down, O Moses.” 
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So he threw it down and 
thereupon it was a Snake, 
moving swiftly. 


(Allah) said, “Seize it and 
fear not: We will return it to 
its former condition...” 


(Quran, Ta Ha 20: 19-21) 
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Background: Prophet Moses (<5) staff transforms into a snak« 


Following page: Situated at an immense distance of 1,500 light 
years from Earth, the Great Nebula of Orion bears testimony to 
the unimaginable power of the Creatorof the Universe, Allah 
It is perhaps the most beautifuland brightest object in the nigh! 
sky. It is also one of the most scrutinized and photographed 


The nebula is estimated to be 30 light years across and incluc 
neutral clouds of gas and dust and associations of stars. It | 
visible using binoculars as a fuzzy patch of light surrounding th: 
sword stars below Orions belt. A telescope reveals a wealth 0! 
detail and a hint of green colour. Long exposure photographs 
show the red colour caused by the glow of hydrogen gas 
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IMAGE CREDIT: HUBBLE TELESCOPE/NASA/ESA/STSCL. 
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(Allah) said, “Throw it A 
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Whilst Prophet Moses (54) looked around in 
surprise, he suddenly heard a voice saying, “O 
Moses, | am your Lord!”. The voice then asked 
him to throw his walking staff onto the ground. 
At once it changed into a snake. Moses (5) was 
then commanded to lift the snake without fear 
and as he did so, it changed back into a stick. 
Next he was told to put his hand under his arm. 
When he drew it out again, his hand glowed with 
a bright light, like the Sun 


After having seen these great signs, Prophet 
Moses (53) was commanded by Allah to return 
to Egypt and together with his brother Prophet 
Aaron (33), invite people to worship the One true 
God. So Prophet Moses (5) returned to Egypt 
and informed Pharaoh that he was a Messenger 
of Allah and that he had brought clear proofs to 
show that he was speaking the truth. He threw 
his stick on the ground and it changed into a 
Snake. The miracle frightened Pharaoh and 
he turned to his ministers for advice. They 
assured him that Prophet Moses (54) was just 
a good sorcerer and that their own sorcerers 
could easily perform such tricks. On hearing 
this advice Pharaoh arrogantly announced a 
great public gathering in his court, where his 
magicians would challenge Prophet Moses (>). 
People travelled from afar to attend the unique 
spectacle. However, the event itself backfired 
on Pharaoh; his sorcerers performed their usual 
conjurers tricks by throwing pieces of rope on 
the ground which began to wriggle like snakes. 
Prophet Moses (5) then threw his staff down 
which again transformed into a snake. Pharaoh 
and his sorcerers watched in horror as the 
Snake began to eat all the pieces of rope. The 
bewildered sorcerers realised immediately that 
this was not magic but a miracle and threw 
themselves in prostration saying, “We believe in 
the Lord of Aaron and Moses” (Quran, 20: 70). 


Pharaoh was furious, but the magicians would 
not change their minds, so he had their hands 
and feet cut off and then had them killed. 


Allan told Prophet Moses (5) to warn Pharaon 
that He would punish him and his people if they 
continued with their wicked ways. As Pharaoh 
considered himself a god he was too proud to 
listen to the warning. Soon the country was 
hit by famine. Swarms of locusts ate away the 
crops. The river Nile flooded its banks causing 
great destruction. The people were afflicted with 
disease. When all of this happened the people 
rushed to Prophet Moses (54) asking him to @ 
pray for their relief and promised to follow his 
religion. However, when they were cured they 
soon returned to their idol worship. 


Prophet Moses (5) gathered his people and 

left for Palestine. Pharaoh learnt of their escape 

and followed them with a huge army. When the 

Israelites reached the Red Sea they saw Pharaoh 

approaching and were sure they were going to be 

killed. However, it was here that Prophet Moses 

(<4) performed one of his greatest miracles; he 
struck the waters of the sea with his walking stick 
and the waters parted, making a dry path. The 
people rushed through the crossing, reaching 
the other side safely. When Pharaoh saw the 
path he followed in haste, but Allah caused him 
to be drowned. So fell the curtain on Pharaohs 
tyranny and the waves threw his corpse up to the 
western seashore. The Egyptians saw him and 
knew that their ‘god’ whom they worshipped and 
obeyed was a mere slave who could not keep 
death away. Prophet Moses (54) led his people 
safely out from Egypt and after wandering in 
the desert for some years, he led his people to 
the ‘Holy Land’. After Prophet Moses (<5) had 
passed away, the Israelites prospered and ruled 
over the ‘Holy Land’ for as long as they obeyed 
the commandments of Allah. 
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Known in the Quran as Fesa bin Maryam 
(Jesus, Son of Mary), Muslims have immense 
love and respect for this Messenger of Allah. 
He is regarded as a Prophet, a reformist, the 
‘anointed one’ (Messiah) and the ‘Spirit of Allah’ 
who was elevated to heaven. His name Is never 
mentioned without invoking Allah’s peace upon 
him. He was born miraculously: he spoke from 
the cradle as a baby, cured leprosy and those 
born deaf and blind, raised the dead and blew 
life into inanimate objects - all by the Will of 
Allah. Muslims do not believe that he was Allan 
or part of a trinity or that he was crucified or that 


he was the ‘son of God. 


The Quran contains many verses regarding 

he life of Prophet Jesus (<4). His high status to 
Muslims is highlighted by the fact that the Quran 
mentions him by name 29 times. In comparison 
Prophet Muhammad (2) is only mentioned by 
name five times. The fact that he is mention- 
ed more than Prophet Muhammad (), is not 
surprising for Muslims as the Quran is regard- 
ed as the word of Allah. As Prophet Muhammad 
(2) did not author the Quran himself, he did 
not have any control over its contents. It is also 
revealing that Mary, the mother of Jesus (54), IS 
mentioned in the Quran and a chapter is named 
after her rather than any members of Prophet 
Muhammad's (2x) family. Muslims also believe 
that anyone who disbelieves in Jesus (5) is not 
4 Muslim, because a person who disbelieves 
in any one of the Prophets disbelieves In all of 
them. So Muslims firmly believe in Prophet Jesus 
(<4) and in his message, which was the same 
message given to all of the other messengers, 
namely to worship Allah alone. 
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One of the most poignant and telling mother-son 
relationships in the Quran is that of Jesus, son 
of Mary. Prophet Jesus (<5) was sent at a time 
when the Romans had conquered Palestine 
and the Israelites lived under subjugation once 
more. The remarkable story of Prophet Jesus 
(<4) begins with his grandparents, Hannah 
and Imran and the birth of his mother Mary. 
Allah also reveals the parallel story of Prophet 
Zacharias () and his son the Prophet John (5). 


Opposite page: The term the ‘farthest mosque’ 1s ynsidere 
in Islamic tradition as the general name for the precinct o! 
Haram al-Sharif (The Noble Sanctuary) in Jerusalem, as w« I 
the specific name for the a/-Aqsa mosque located at its southe: 
edge. The original a/-Agsa mosque is regarded as the seco! 
‘house of Allah’ to be built by the Pre yphet Adam (s) on Bart 
after the Kaaba in Makkah. Since that time, it has been destroy‘ 
and rebuilt several times. Around 1000 BCE, Prophet Solom: 
(<4) is believed to have rebuilt a grand House of Worship at | 
site. However, it was burnt to the ground by the Babylonia 
in 586 BCE. It was consecrated again in 515 BCE, rebut 
Herod in 20 BCE and destroyed by Titus in the year /U 


The Byzantine Christians used the area as 4 dump and it was 
this state that the second Caliph of Islam, Umar Ibn al-KKhat 


(=) found it. In 638 he ordered the place cleaned and bull! 


House of Prayer at the southern end of the sanctuary, the Ma 
al-Aqsa. For centuries the Jews had been banned by Chris! 
rulers from worshipping at the site, when Jerusalem passed I! 
Islamic rule, in line with the justice and tolerance of Islan | 
Caliph Umar Ibn al-Khattab Gx allowed the Jews to rs) 
freely at the site once more. The a/-Agsa mosque was © ympiet 

1s to this day 


by Caliph Abd al-Malik in 647 where it stanc 
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The Quranic narrative continues with the mirac- 
ulous birth of Jesus (4). In Islamic tradition the 
mother of Jesus (<2) was unique, in that she gave 
birth to a son by a miracle without the interven- 
tion of any physical means. The Prophethooc 
of Jesus (54) is described with an emphasis on 
the miracles performed by him. This chapter 


contains an account of Prophet Jesus’ (3) life 
taken from the Quran. 


(Mention, O Muhammad) when the 
wife of Imran said, “My Lord, indeed 
| have pledged to You what is In my 
womb, consecrated (for Your service), 

so accept this from me. Indeed, You 

— are the Hearing, the Knowing.” But 
ee when she delivered her, she said, “My 

} Lord, | have delivered a female.” And 

Allah was most knowing of what she 
delivered, “And the male is not like the 
female. And | have named her Mary 
and | seek refuge for her in You and 
(for) her descendants from Satan, the 
expelled (from the mercy of Allah).” 
So her Lord accepted her with good 
acceptance and caused her to grow in 
a good manner and put her in the 
care of Zacharias. 
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(Quran, The Family of Imran 3: 35-37) 
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The story of Prophet Jesus (<4) continues In 
chapter three of the Quran, with the news from 
Allah that Mary was to conceive a child with the 
aid of a special miracle. 


Behold! The angels said: “O Mary! Allah 
has chosen you and purified you; chosen 
you above the women of all nations. 

“OQ Mary! worship your Lord devoutly; 
prostrate yourself and bow down (in prayer) 
with those who bow down.” 


This is part of the tidings of the things 
unseen which We reveal unto you (O 
Prophet Muhammad!) by inspiration; you 
were not with them when they cast lots 
with arrows as to which of them should be 
charged with the care of Mary; nor 
were you with them when they 
disputed (the point). 


Behold! The angels said “O Mary! Allah 
gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him: 
his name will be Messiah Jesus the son of 

Mary held in honour in this world and the 
Hereafter and of (the company of) 
those nearest to Allah. 


“He shall speak to the people in childhood 
and in maturity and he shall be (of the 
company) of the righteous.” She said: “O 
my Lord! How shall | have a son when no 
man has touched me?” He said: “Even so: 
Allah creates what He wills; when He has 
decreed a plan He but says to it Be’ and it 
is! “And Allah will teach him the Book and 
Wisdom the Law and the Gospel. 


(Quran, The Family of Imran 3; 42-48) 


“Messiah the son of 
Mary was no more than a 
Messenger; many were the 
Messenger that passed away 
before him. His mother was 
a woman of truth. They had 
both to eat their (daily) food. 


See how Allah does makes 
His Signs clear to them; yet 
see in what ways they are 
deluded away from 
the truth!” 


(Quran, The Table Spread 5: /< 


1 1n \|lah’s creation 


Opposite page: A glorious mornit 
r Musiit 


through tall trees in a forest. Ho 
1 loves beauty, all things 10 ¢ reation | 


out ol nothing what 


of sunshine break 
Creator 1s Beautiful anc 
to His Magnificence. He creates 


wills and has power over all things in creation. 
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Ube stony sol ISR ae ese “Messiah the son of 
to conceive a child with the Mary was no more than a 
Messenger; many were the 
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a woman of truth. They had 
both to eat their (daily) food. 
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(Quran, The Table Spread 9: | 
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pnt 
the news from 


chapter thr 
Allah that Mary was 
aid of a special miracle. 
said: “O Mary! Allah 
fied you; chosen 


Behold! The angels 
has chosen you and purl 

men of all nations. 

Lord devoutly; 


you above the wo 
“O Mary! worship your 
prostrate yourself and bow down (in prayer) 

with those who bow down.” 

art of the tidings of the things 
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This is p 
unseen which We reveal unto y 
ammad!) by inspiration; you 
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disputed (the point). 
Behold! The angels said “O Mary! Allah 
gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him 


his name will be Messiah Jesus the son of 


Mary held in honour in this world and the 
Hereafter and of (the company of) 


those nearest to Allah. 


“He shall speak to the people in childhood 
and in maturity and he shall be (of the 
company) of the righteous.” She said: “O 
my Lord! How shall | have a son when no 
man has touched me?” He said: “Even so 
Allah creates what He wills; when He has 
decreed a plan He but says to it ‘Be’ and it 


Opposite page: A glorious morning 1n Allah’s creation 
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Creator is Beautiful and loves beauty, all things in creauo! 
creates out of nothing whate 
yn. 


to His Magnificence. He 
wills and has power over all things in creatic 


is! “And Allah will teach him the Book and 
Wisdom the Law and the Gospel. 
(Quran, The Family of Imran 3: 42-48) 
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Such is the respect and honour that is given to 
Mary by Allah that the chapter called Maryam in 
the Quran is named after her. No other woman 
in the history of mankind is honoured in this 
way. 


And mention, (O Muhammad), in the Book 
(the story of) Mary, when she withdrew from 
her family to a place toward the east. 
And she took, in seclusion from them, a 
screen. Then We sent to her Our Angel and 
he represented himself to her as a 
well-proportioned man. 


She said, “Indeed, | seek refuge in the Most 
Merciful from you, (so leave me), if you 
should be fearing of Allah.” 

He said, “l am only the messenger of your 
Lord to give you (news of) a pure boy.” 


She said, “How can I have a boy while no 
man has touched me and | have not been 
unchaste?” He said, “Thus (it will be); 
your Lord says, ‘It is easy for Me and We 
will make him a sign to the people and a 
mercy from Us. And it is a matter (already) 
decreed.’ “ 


So she conceived him and she withdrew 


with him to a remote place. And the pains of 


childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm 
tree. She said, “Oh, | wish | had died before 
this and was in oblivion, forgotten.” 


But he called her from below her, “Do not 
grieve; your Lord has provided beneath you 
a Stream. And shake toward you the trunk 
of the palm tree; it will drop upon you ripe, 
fresh dates. 
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So eat and drink and be contented. And if 
you see from among humanity anyone, say, 
‘Indeed, | have vowed to the Most Merciful 
abstention, so | will not speak today 
to (any) man.” 


(Quran, Mary 19: 16-26) 


After Mary had given birth, people were sus- 
picious and started to accuse her of sin. The 
Quran reveals how the baby Jesus (55) miracu- 
lously spoke from the cradle in defence of his 
pious mother. 


“Then she brought him to her people, 
carrying him. They said, “O Mary, you have 
certainly done a thing unprecedented. 

O sister of Aaron, your father was not a man 
of evil, nor was your mother unchaste.” 
So she pointed to him. They said, “How 
can we speak to one who is in 
the cradle a child?” 


(Jesus) said, “Indeed, | am the servant of 
Allah. He has given me the Scripture and 
made me a Prophet. And He has made me 
blessed wherever | am and has enjoined 
upon me prayer and charity as long as | 
remain alive. And (made me) dutiful to my 
mother and He has not made me 
a wretched tyrant.” 


And peace is on me the day | was born anc 
the day | will die and the day | am raised 
alive.” That is Jesus, the son of Mary. 
the word of truth about which they are in 
dispute. 


(Quran, Mary 19: 27-3 


* Do not grieve; your Lord has provided beneath 
you a stream. And shake toward you the 

trunk of the palm tree; it will drop 

upon you ripe, fresh dates.” 


(Quran, Mary 19: 24-25) 


Jesus (<5) a Messenger of Allah 


The narrative continues with the Quran reveal- 
ing some of the miracles that were performed 
by Prophet Jesus (x4). The miracles tended to 
centre around healing and curing, as people at 
the time placed great faith in healers. They were 
performed by Allah’s permission as a sign to the 
people that Prophet Jesus (<=) was a true Mes- 
senger of Allah. 


“(Be warned of) the Day when Allah will 
assemble the Messengers and say, “What 
was the response you received?” They will 
say, We have no knowledge. Indeed, it is 
You who is Knower of the unseen.” 


(The Day) when Allah will say, “O Jesus, 

_ Son of Mary, remember My favour upon you 
and upon your mother when | supported 
you with the Pure Spirit and you spoke to 
the people in the cradle and in maturity; and 
(remember) when | taught you writing and 
wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel; and 
when you designed from clay (what was) 
like the form of a bird with My permission, 
then you breathed into it and it became a 
bird with My permission, and you healed 
the blind and the leper with My permission; 
and when you brought forth the dead with 
My permission; and when | restrained the 
Children of Israel from (killing) you when 
you came to them with clear proofs and 
those who disbelieved among them said, 
“This is not but obvious magic.” 


(Quran, The Table Spread 5: 109-110) 


“And He will teach him writing and wisdom 
and the Torah and the Gospel, 

And (make him) a Messenger to the 
Children of Israel, (who will say), ‘Indeed 
| have come to you with a sign from your 

Lord in that | design for you from clay 
(that which is) like the form of a bird, then 
| breathe into it and it becomes a bird by 
permission of Allah. And | cure the blind 
and the leper and | give life to the dead by 
permission of Allah. And | inform you of 
what you eat and what you store in your 
houses. Indeed in that is a sign for you, if 
you are believers. 


And (I have come) confirming what was 
before me of the Torah and to make lawful 


for you some of what was forbidden to you. 


And | have come to you with a sign from 
your Lord, so fear Allah and obey me. 


indeed, Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so 
worship Him. That Is the straight path.” 


(Quran, The Family of Imran 3: 48-51 


Opposite page: High speed descent to the Dome of th Roc! 
The structure stands on the sacred site 
‘The Noble Sanctuary (a+-Haram al-Shari}) 10 Jerusalem. 
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The Disciples 


The disciples of Prophet Jesus (54) declared 
that they were Muslims who believed in his mes- 
sage and would obey their Lord. However, they 
wanted some more proof in the form of food sent 
from heaven, so they could satisfy themselves 
that they were on the right path. So Prophet Je- 
Sus (54) prayed for ‘a table spread with food’. 


“And (remember) when | inspired to 
the disciples, “Believe in Me and in My 
Messenger Jesus.” They said, “We have 
believed, so bear witness that indeed we 
are Muslims (in submission to Allah).” 


(And remember) when the disciples said, 
“O Jesus, Son of Mary, can your Lord send 
down to us a table (spread with food) from 

the heaven? (Jesus) said,” Fear Allah, if you 
should be believers.” 


They said, “We wish to eat from it and let 
our hearts be reassured and know that you 


have been truthful to us and be among 
its witnesses.” 


Said Jesus, the son of Mary, “O Allah, our 
Lord, send down to us a table (spread with 


food) from the heaven to be for us a festival “O you who believe! Be Allah’s helpers, even das Jesus son 
for the first of d the | f d : . . 
sic RR Vou ANd rere nara of Mary said unto the disciples: Who are my helpers for 
Nee eee e ere: Allah? They said: We are Allah’s helpers. And a party of the 
Children of Israel believed, while a party disbelieved...” 


(Quran, The Ranks 61: 14) 


(Quran, The Table Spread 5: 111-114) 
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believed, so bear witness that indeed we 
are Muslims (in submission to Allah).” 
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_“O Jesus, Son of Mary, can your Lord send 
down to us a table (spread with food) from 
the heaven? (Jesus) said,” Fear Allah, if you 
should be believers.” 


They said, “We wish to eat from it and let 
our hearts be reassured and know that you 
have been truthful to us and be among 
its witnesses.” 


Said Jesus, the son of Mary, “O Allah, our 
Lord, send down to us a table (spread with 


food) from the heaven to be for us a festival “O you who believe! Be Allah’s helpers, even as Jesus son 
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Islam holds that Prophet Jesus (54) was not 
crucified but was raised to heaven by Allah. The 
sayings of Prophet Muhammad (#*) reveal that 
Jesus (5) will return before the end of time to 
lead the battle against the forces of evil. Allah 
refers in the Quran to the Israelites and their 
boasting about the crucifixion as follows: 


“And (for) their saying, “Indeed, we have 
killed the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the 
Messenger of Allah.” And they did not kill 
him, nor did they crucify him; but (another) 

was made to resemble him to them. And 

indeed, those who differ over it are in doubt 
about it. They have no knowledge of it 
except the following of assumption. And 
they did not kill him, for certain. 


Rather, Allah raised him to Himself. And 
ever is Allah Exalted in Might and Wise. 


And there is none from the People of the 
Scripture but that he will surely believe in 
Jesus before his death. And on the Day of 
Resurrection he will be a witness 
against them.” 


(Quran, Women 4:157-159) 


Opposite page: Quranic verse explaining the similitude 
berween Prophets Adam (3) and Jesus (53), against a beautiful 
Sunset over a beach. The photograph has been taken using a 


slow shutter speed. 


Following page: Exquisite water garden in the grounds of 
probably the most famous example of 12th century Muslim 
architecture in Spain, the Al-Hambra (Red Castle). 
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And (beware the Day) when Allah will say, 
“O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the 
people, ‘Take me and my mother as deities 
besides Allah?’” He will say, “Exalted are 
You! It was not for me to say that to which 
| have no right. If | had said it, You would 
have known it. You know what is within 
myself and | do not know what is within 
Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of 
the unseen. 


| said not to them except what You 
commanded me: to worship Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord. And | was a witness 
over them as long as | was among them: 
but when You took me up, You were the 
Observer over them and You are, over al! 
things, Witness. 


If You should punish them indeed they 
are Your servants; but if You forgive them 
indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might. 
the Wise. 


Allah will say, “This is the Day when the 
truthful will benefit from their truthfulness.” 
For them are gardens (in Paradise) beneath 

which rivers flow, wherein they will abide 
forever, Allah being pleased with them and 
they with Him. That is the great attainment 


To Allah belongs the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth and whatever is 
within them. And He is competent over 

all things. 


(Quran, The Table Spread 5:116-12 
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“Indeed, the example of Jesus to Allah is 
like that of Adam. He created Him from 
dust; then He said to him, “Be,” and he 
was. The truth is from your Lord, so do 

not be among the doubters. 


Then whoever argues with you about 
it after (this) knowledge has come to 
you say, “Come, let us call our sons 
and your sons, our women and your 
women, ourselves and yourselves, then 
supplicate earnestly (together) and 
invoke the curse of Allah upon the liars 
(among us).” 


Indeed, this is the true narration. And 
there is no deity except Allah. And 
indeed, Allah is the Exalted in Might, the 
Wise. But if they turn away, then indeed 
Allah is Knowing of the corrupters. 


(Quran, The Family of Imran 3: 59-63) 
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Arabian society before Islam 


Prophet Abraham (4) had two sons, Ishmael 
(4) and Isaac (4), both of whom were appointed 
as Prophets by Allah. The Prophet Isaac (55) 
was the father of the Israelite nation, otherwise 
known as the ‘Jews’. For many centuries, Allah 
had favoured the Israelites and sent them many 
Prophets even though they broke His covenant. 
Before the Blessed Prophet Muhammad (=) 
was born. the Israelites had been sent Prophet 
Jesus (<4) some six hundred years earlier to 
remind them of Allah’s commandments once 
more. However, the message of Prophet Jesus 
(<4) was rejected by most people at the time. It 
would be many centuries later before Prophet 
Muhammad (2) would appear as had been 
chronicled in their scriptures. Guided by certain 
signs in their scriptures, many Jewish tribes had 
travelled from Palestine and settled in Arabia in 
and around the city of Yathrib in anticipation. 


The Ishmaelite or Arab nation had settled widely 
in Arabia. They were descendants of Prophet 
Abraham (54) through his son Prophet Ishmael 
(<4). The Kaaba in the very centre of Makkah, 
which had been built by the Prophets Abraham 
(<5) and Ishmael (<4) for the worship of Allah, 
was still a central place of worship for the Arab 
tribes. The people of the tribe of Quraysh in 
particular, commanded the highest level of 
respect due to their position as caretakers of the 
sanctuary. Although it was called the ‘House of 
Allah’, over the centuries the Ishmaelite nation 
had largely forgotten the pure monotheism as 
taught by their forefathers, Prophets Abraham 
and Ishmael (4) and had fallen into paganism. 


94 


ldols had become the chief objects of worship 
because they were believed to be intercessors 
with Allah. Whilst paganism had become wide- 
spread in society, some individuals rejected 
pagan worship and all the practices associated 
with it. They longed to seek out the true religion 
of their forefathers. 


Prostitution, indecency, drunken orgies and 
adultery were rampant among pre-Islamic Arab 
society at the time. Superstition, senseless blood 
feuds, tribal disputes, slavery and oppression of 
the helpless had become the norm. Idol worship 
had replaced the pure teachings of the Prophet 
Abraham (5). Pre-lslamic Arab men had no 
limit to the number of wives they could marry 
In fact women were a marketable commodity 
regarded as a piece of property. Whilst some 
held their children dear, many others buried 
their female children alive because of an Illusory 
fear of poverty and shame weighed heavily on 
them. Trade was the most common way to earn 
a living. However, poverty and hunger were the 
prevailing features in Arabia. 


Although pre-Islamic Arabia had a large number! 
of evils. italso had some praiseworthy virtues. Fo! 
example it was famous for its hospitality, Keeping 
a covenant, sense of honour, perseverance alg 
leading a simple bedouin life. 
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Opposite page: One of the great doors to the 
the Prophet Muhammad () in Madinah, bearing thi 
inscription ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ 


Following pages: Present day domes and minarets | 
first mosque of Islam built in Quba just outside Madin 
foundation stones were positioned by the Prophet Muh 
(5) himself upon his emigration from the city o! Maki 


Madinah in the year 622. 
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Birth and Early Life of Muhammad (£) 


Prophet Muhammad (4) was born of noble 
lineage, in Makkah in the year 570 into one of 
the most powerful Arabian tribes, the Quraysh. 
His Father, Abdullah, passed away before his 
birth and he was brought up by his mother 
Aaminah bint Wahab until she passed away in 
576. He was then cared for by his grandfather 
until he too passed away two years later. His 
kind uncle, Abu Talib, then took over his care. 


As a young man Prophet Muhammad (&) was 
valiant, handsome, strong yet gentle. He dis- 
played exceptional virtues as a very trustworthy 
individual. Members of various tribes would in- 
vite him to act as an arbitrator in their disputes. 
His reputation for being truthful, honest, trust- 
worthy, generous and sincere, became so well 
known that people nicknamed him A/-Amin (The 
Trustworthy). 


Muhammad (&=) never partook in the customs 
of the Quraysh at that time. He would withdraw 
to the mountains for days at a time to remove 
himself from the drunken rampages of the 
people. He never worshipped the idols placed 
in the Kaaba and never engaged in the immoral 
practices of the people. At the age of 25, he 
married Lady Khadija (may Allah be well pleased 
with her, =) a noble widow 15 years his senior. 
They remained married for the next 25 years 
until her death. 


Prophet Muhammad (=) was forty years old 
when he received his first revelation. For the next 
thirteen years he preached the Word of Allah to 
the Makkans, inviting them to abandon idolatry 
and accept the religion of the One God. A few 
accepted his call but most Makkans, especially 
those of his own tribe, opposed him violently. 
seeing in the new religion a grave danger to 
their economic as well as social domination 
based upon their control of the Kaaba. 


Prophet Muhammad (£2) continued to call 
the people to Islam and gradually a number 
of men and women began to accept the faith 
and submit themselves to its teachings. As a 
result, persecution of Muslims increased until 
the Blessed Prophet (£*) was forced to send 
some of his companions to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 
where they were protected by the Christian king 
Negus. 


The period of time that the Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (£) spent in Makkah was also 
one of very intense spiritual experience for 
him as well as his companions. These early 
Muslims formed the nucleus of the new religious 
community that was soon to spread worldwide 
It was during this period of Islam that Allah 
ordered the direction of prayers to be changed 
from Jerusalem to Makkah. Today Jerusalem 
still remains one of the most sacred cities of 
Islam, along with Makkah and Madinah. 


‘Indeed Allah and His Angels 


send Blessings on the Prophet: 

O you who believe send your 
blessings on-him, 

and salute-him with all respect 


(Quran, The Clans 33: 56) 


The Beginning of Prophethood 


During one of the spiritual retreats which he 
made habitually in a cave on top of a mountain 
outside Makkah, Prophet Muhammad (£) had 
an amazing encounter with Angel Gabriel. The : k a 
; rophet Muhammad (&%) himself. Subsequent Islamic 1 

angel started to reveal Allah's Word to nim, greatly expanded and decorated the mosque. An impor! 
namely the Quran. The angel also announced feature of the site is the green dome adjacent to the mosq 
that “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”. under which the grave of Prophet Muhammad (£&%) is locat 
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Birth and Early Life of Muhammad (=) 


Prophet Muhammad (&) was born of noble 
lineage, in Makkah in the year 570 into one of 
the most powerful Arabian tribes, the Quraysh. 
His Father, Abdullah, passed away before his 
birth and he was brought up by his mother 
Aaminah bint Wahab until she passed away In 
576. He was then cared for by his grandfather 
until he too passed away two years later. His 
kind uncle, Abu Talib, then took over his care. 


As a young man Prophet Muhammad () was 
valiant, handsome, strong yet gentle. He dis- 
played exceptional virtues as a very trustworthy 
individual. Members of various tribes would in- 
vite him to act as an arbitrator in their disputes. 
His reputation for being truthful, honest, trust- 
worthy, generous and sincere, became so well 
known that people nicknamed him Al-Amin (The 


Trustworthy). 


Muhammad (2) never partook in the customs 
of the Quraysh at that time. He would withdraw 
to the mountains for days at a time to remove 
himself from the drunken rampages of the 
people. He never worshipped the idols placed 
in the Kaaba and never engaged in the immoral 
practices of the people. At the age of 25, he 
married Lady Khadija (may Allah be well pleased 
with her, <<) a noble widow 15 years his senior. 
They remained married for the next 25 years 
until her death. 


The Beginning of Prophethood 


During one of the spiritual retreats which he 
made habitually in a cave on top of a mountain 
outside Makkah, Prophet Muhammad (£2) had 
an amazing encounter with Angel Gabriel. The 


angel started to reveal Allah's Word to him, 
namely the Quran. The angel also announced 
that “Muhammad Is the Messenger of Allah’. 
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Prophet Muhammad (&<) was forty years old 
when he received his first revelation. For the next 
thirteen years he preached the Word of Allah to 
the Makkans, inviting them to abandon idolatry 
and accept the religion of the One God. A few 
accepted his call but most Makkans, especially 
those of his own tribe, opposed him violently. 
seeing in the new religion a grave danger to 
their economic as well as social domination 
based upon their control of the Kaaba. 


Prophet Muhammad (£) continued to call 
the people to Islam and gradually a number 
of men and women began to accept the faith 
and submit themselves to its teachings. As a 
result, persecution of Muslims increased until 
the Blessed Prophet (£:) was forced to send 
some of his companions to Abyssinia (Ethiopia) 
where they were protected by the Christian king, 


Negus. 


The period of time that the Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (:) spent in Makkah was also 
one of very intense spiritual experience for 
him as well as his companions. These early 
Muslims formed the nucleus of the new religious 
community that was soon to spread worldwide. 
lt was during this period of Islam that Allah 
ordered the direction of prayers to be changed 
from Jerusalem to Makkah. Today Jerusalem 
still remains one of the most sacred cities oi 
Islam, along with Makkah and Madinah. 


Opposite page: The first mosque in Madinah was built b 
Prophet Muhammad (&) himself. Subsequent Islamic rule? 
greatly expanded and decorated the mosque. An importa! 
feature of the site is the green dome adjacent to the mosqui 
under which the grave of Prophet Muhammad (#5) is locatea 
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Migration to Madinah 


In the year 622, Prophet Muhammad (2) was ordered 
by Allah to migrate to Yathrib, a city north of Makkah. 
He followed the Divine Command and left with his 
followers for that city which henceforth was known as 
‘The City of the Prophet’ (Madinat al-Nabi) or simply 
Madinah. This event in history was so momentous 
that the Islamic calendar begins from the date of the 
migration (Hijrah in Arabic). In Madinah, the Prophet 
of Allah established the first Islamic society which has 
served as the model for all later Islamic societies. 


Victory at Makkah 


After the establishment of the Islamic state in Madi- 
nah, several battles took place against the invading 
Makkans which the Muslims won. Soon, more tribes 
began to join Islam and within a few years most of 
Arabia had embraced the religion of Islam. After 
many trials and eventually successive victories, the 
Prophet of Allah, Muhammad (£), returned trium- 
phantly to Makkah where the people embraced Islam 
at last. He forgave all of his former enemies. He then 
went to the Kaaba, where he ordered his cousin All 
(may Allah be well pleased with him, <7’) to join him in 
destroying all of the idols. He reconstituted the rite 
of pilgrimage as founded by Prophet Abraham (<5). 
He then returned to Madinah and later made another 


pilgrimage to Makkah. 


lt was during this last pilgrimage that he delivered his 
farewell address. Upon his return to Madinah he fell 
ill and after a few days, he passed away in the year 
632. To this day, he lies buried in the chamber of his 
house next to his mosque, Masjid Al Nabawi. 


In a few short years after his passing away, Islamic 
civilisation spread to most of the known world at the 
time. It would dominate world affairs for the next 


thousand years. 
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The Orphan Child 
The birth of Muhammad 
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Muhammad (5) is 
entrusted to the tribe of 
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Muhammad (25) passes 
into the custody of his 
kind uncle, Abu Talib. 
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The Trustworthy Youth 


Muhammad (5) is 
renowned for his reput- 
ation of honesty and 
good manners. 


The Seeker of Truth 


Muhammad (5) 
helps to rebuild the 
Kaaba. 


As Muhammad (2) 
never worshipped any 
idols and always felt 
an aversion to them, 
he is restless about the 
idolatry and other social 
and moral ills that exist 
in his society. He starts 
to find peace in solitude 
outside of Makkah. 


The secret call to 
Islam continues as the 
Prophet Muhammad (&) 
teaches the first Muslims 
patience, kindness to 
parents, modesty and 
remembrance of Allah. 


Prophet Muhammad (&:) 
preaches to his kinsfolk 
and warns them about 
the Day of Judgement. 


The pagan Makkans now 
start to oppose Prophet 
Muhammad (2). 


upbringing. 


Muhammad's (#5) mother, 
Aaminah bint Wahab, 
passes away. 


The Righteous 
Husband & Loving 
Father 


Whilst on a journey to 
Syria with his uncle, 
Muhammad (£5) 
is recognised by Bahira, 
a Christian monk, as a 
future prophet. 


In Makkah, aged 2! 
Prophet Muhammad 


4 : Lady Khadija 
‘Vee | gle wealthy widow aged 4 
They would stay toget! 
for the next 25 years 


(=) marries his first wif 


The Receiver of Divine 
Revelation 


Around the age of 40, 
Muhammad (2) visits Mount 
Nur to contemplate on the 
wider aspects of creation. 
On Mount Nur, he finds 
privacy in the cave of Hira. 
Muhammad's (&:) 
Prophethood begins with 
the first revelation of the 
Quran. His wife, close 
friends and family accept 
islam. 


The first phase of the 
Islamic call to worship Allah 
alone begins in secret. 
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The Patient Warner 


The Messenger of Allah, 
Muhammad (£5) 
receives the first 

revelation regarding 
publicly preaching Islam. 


He starts to warn the 
Makkans about the evils 
of idol worship, killing, 
stealing, infanticide and 
about many other vices 
prevalent in Makkan 
society. 


Prophet Muhammad (&) 
speaks out against 
injustice and oppression. 


The Makkans offer 
Prophet Muhammad (&) 
worldly gains if he stops 

speaking against their 
beliefs and customs. 


Prophet Muhammad (&) 
Stands firm as 
harassment of the 
weaker Muslims turns 
into persecution 
and torture. 
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“It is He (Allah) Who 
has sent amongst the 
unlettered a Messenger 
(Muhammad) from among 
themselves to rehearse 
to them His Signs, to 
sanctify them and to 
instruct them in scripture 
“4% _ and wisdom although they 

Bs } had been before in 
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is manifest error.” 


(Quran, Friday 62: 2) 
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Right: Surrounded by nine towering minarets, the Kaaba 
lies at the heart of the Sacred Mosque in Makkah. In 


the distance the steep and Clayyy roc k mountain range 
containing Mount Nur can be seen It was In a Cave 
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Mount Uhud. 


A simplified map showing the city of 
Madinah and the various tribes (Banu) 
living around the city. 


Key: 

Madinah. 

Prophet Muhammad's (=<) mosque. 
Houses of Banu Quraiza. 
Houses of Banu Zafar. 

Houses of Banu Qainuqa. 
Citadel of Ka’b bin Al-Ashraf. 
Al-Bakia cemetery 

Houses of Banu Haritha. 
Houses of Banu Abd al-Ash-hal. 
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Prophet Muhammad (2) - Timeline 


In defence of Madinah 
Prophet Muhammad 


(=) leads the Muslim 
battalions into battle 
at Mount Uhud. The 
expedition to Bani 
Nadeer takes place after 
the battle of Uhud. 


A New Beginning in 
Madinah. 


Prophet Muhammad (&:) 
establishes a just Islamic 
society based on the 
worship of Allah. 


The Muslims build the 
Prophet's Mosque in 
Madinah. 


The pagan Makkans 
are intent on starting 
hostilities with the 
Muslims in Madinah. 


Allah gives permission 
to the Muslims to fight in 
self defence. 


Prophet Muhammad 
(&) signs an alliance 
treaty with the Arab and 
Jewish tribes living in 
and around Madinah. 


Muslims and Jews are to 
support each other and 
both can freely practice 

their own religion. 


Women are given high 
and honourable status. 
Giving charity and the 
freeing of slaves is 
encouraged. 


The Courageous 
Leader 


Prophet Muhammad 

(&) teaches honesty, 

trustworthiness and 
humility. 


The public call to prayer 
is established. Quranic 
revelations continue as 
fasting and charity are 

made compulsory. 


Outnumbered 3 to1. 
the Muslims show great 
courage during the Battle 

of Badr. 


New laws and guidance 
continue to be revealed 
as alcohol, interest and 
gambling are prohibited. 


Prophet Muhammad (=) 
explains womens rights, 
the rights of orphans and 
the Laws of inheritance. 


The Muslims gather 
force of 1,500 men t 
meet the Makkans al 
the wells of Badr for t! 
second time. Howeve! 
the pagans turn bach 
without a fight 


\ 
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Later in the same yea! 
the Messenger of Allah 


sets out with a force 

of 1000 to head off ar 

invasion at Dumatu! 
Jandal. 


The Muslims are forced 
to defend Madinah again 
at the Battle of Khandaq 
(The Trench). The pagan 
Makkans lay siege to 
Madinah for one month, 
but are unable 
to capture it. 


The Prophet Muhammad 
(&) sends military 
expeditions to many 
rebellious areas including 
Bani Lihyan, Al-Ghamir, 
Bani Tha labah, Al- 
Jumun, Al- Ais, Wadi Al- 
Qura, Bani Al-Mustalia, 
Bani Kalb & Bani Sa’d. 


Prophet Muhammad (£5) 
proceeds to Makkah with 
2000 men, women and 
children. They perform 
the Umrah without 
hindrance from the 
Makkan pagans. 


The Muslims fight 
courageously against a 
huge Roman army. The 
battle of Mu’'tah proved 

to be the most significant 
and fiercest battle 
during the lifetime of the 

Messenger of Allah. 


The Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (& 
dispatches his friend 
Abu Bakr 
(=), to lead the Muslims 
in performing the 
pilgrimage. 


The Messenger of Allah 
leads a lesser pilgrimage 
(Umrah) to Makkah. 
Prophet Muhammad 
(&) signs a ten year peace 
treaty with the pagan 
Makkans at Al-Hudaibiyah. 


Now the Muslims intensify 
their peaceful efforts in 
propagating Islam to the 
tribes of Arabia. Prophet 

Muhammad () also sends 

letters to the kings beyond 

Arabia inviting them to 
embrace Islam. 


The pagan Makkans 
break the peace treaty. 
The Muslims muster 
an army of 10,000 and 
march to Makkah. They 
enter Makkah peacefully 
on the 1st of January 
630. The pagan Makkans 
offer no resistance. 
Prophet Muhammad 
(&) orders that all of the 
idols be removed from 
the Kaaba. He also 
forgives the Makkans 
and their leaders for all 
their years of hostility and 
persecution by declaring 
a general amnesty. 
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The Last Messenger of 
Allah 


The Arab people race 
towards embracing Islam. 
Many delegations arrive in 
Madinah from various parts 
of Arabia. The Messenger 

of Allah announces his 


intention to go on pilgrimage 


to Makkah. Thousands of 
people come to Madinah to 
join him on the journey. 
The Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (&) passes 
away on the 12th of Rabial 
Awwal in the 11th year after 
Migration. He was 
63 years old. 
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gan Makkan 
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the Muslims. 
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Muslims regard Prophet Muhammad (25) as the 
final Messenger sent by Allah and as a mercy 
and blessing for all of mankind. History testifies 
that he accomplished his mission to convey 
Allah's prescribed way of life to the people 
during and after his lifetime. 


Prophet Muhammad (5) taught the concept of 
the Unity of Allah and the rejection of all false 
deities. He showed how the Unity of Allah 
opened the way for the existence of a good 
and just system where everyones rights were 
protected. This brought a complete change of 
society which in his time was rife with killing and 
tribal wars. The new faith demanded absolute 
equality of all members in the sight of Allah, 
without distinction of colour, race, tribe or sex. 
The rule of Shariah law was established and 
everyone was equal before the law. Women 
were raised in status and given honourable 
rights and slaves were given equal status with 
other people. 


Prophet Muhammad's () universal message 
was meant for the whole of mankind. In 
Madinah he created a society that was truly 
united under the Islamic way of life. It included 
people of different countries, nations, natures, 
and characters. This example is still applicable 
today and Muslims believe that it provides a 
foundation for the idea of a world community 
living in harmony, unity and peace, by obeying 
the Law of The Almighty Creator, Allah. 
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Prophet Muhammad (:) also showed mankind 
its real position in relation to the universe. By 
observing and investigating the physical world, 
one can see the signs of the Creator’s presence 
in everything. Discovering the secrets of nature 
makes it possible for mankind to exert some 
control over the physical world for the benefit 
of all. In fact this particular teaching of Prophet 
Muhammad (#:) has inspired generations of 
Muslim scientists over the centuries. 


Prophet Muhammad (2) also led men and 
women to a path of knowledge in place of 
ignorance, to reason in place of superstition and 
tradition, and to freedom of thought and research 
in place of blind acceptance of the opinions of 
ancestors and political leaders. History shows 
that it was Prophet Muhammad (£:) who bro- 
ught people out of slavery, both to other men 
and to their own egos and offered them the true 
mastery of their own lives in obedience to the 
laws of Allah. 


Opposite page: Internal view of the Dome of the Rock in 


Jerusalem. 


“You (Muhammad) indeed stand on an 
exalted standard of character.” 


(Quran. The Pen 68: 4 
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Prophet Muhammad (£:) was human and 
created from flesh and blood like any other 
human being. Muslims, however, regard him as 
a perfect human in every sense and set a code 
of conduct by his words and actions. His life is 
unique and unparalleled in human history and 
will remain a guide for other men and women in 


every aspect of life. 


Prophet Muhammad (2) was indeed the living 
example for the whole of humanity, not only on 
a personal and spiritual level, but also how to 
conduct one’s affairs within society. He showed 
us through his example how to worship Allah, 
live a moral life, relate to the world around us 
and keep ourselves clean as well as how to 
behave as a statesman and a military leader. 
With his family he was a caring husband and a 
loving father. He provided a beautiful example 
as a patient teacher and a trustworthy friend 
with his close companions. 


His example is still relevant and alive through- 
out the Islamic world today because of the 
comprehensive way in which his life has been 
recorded. Every aspect of his life, his actions, 
sayings, his consent and silence in response 
to issues put to him, have been recorded in an 
elaborate chain of narration called the ‘Sunnah. 
This has enabled the scholars and jurists of Islam 
to define Muslim life in detail through the way In 
which Prophet Muhammad (#) behaved. 
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His Mercy 


Prophet Muhammad (:) was a very forgiving 


and merciful person. In the Quran Allah says: 


“And We (Allah) have sent you (Muhammad) 
not but as a mercy to all the worlds.” 


(Quran, The Prophets 21: 107) 


An excellent example of his mercy was when he 
conquered Makkah in the year 630 at the head 
of a huge army. Rather than taking revenge and 
retaliation on those who had persecuted him, 
he forgave the Makkans and their leaders by 
declaring a general amnesly. 


Another example of his mercy is his love of the 
poor and needy. He would distribute everything 
that he received by way of charity. He once told 
his wife Lady Ayesha (=); 


“O Ayesha, love the poor and let them come to 
you and Allah will draw you near to Himself.” 


(Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari) 
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Opposite page: Artwork of the word ‘Muhammad’, 
bless him and give him peace (Exhibition Is! 
Arabic calligraphy 1s a primary form of art for Islamic visu4 
expression and creativity. Throughout the vast geography 0! 
the Islamic world, Arabic calligraphy 1s a symbol represenuny 
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Elegant Manners } “You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern of 
N (conduct) for anyone whose hope is 


Prophet Muhammad () was an embodiment B in Allah and the Final Day and who engages 
much in the praise of Allah.” 


of excellent morals and character. His graceful 

conduct and charming manners demonstrated 

the perfection of his noble character. He was 

indeed an excellent example to all mankind 

and himself practised what he preached. It 

is reported by many eminent companions of 

Prophet Muhammad (5) that he was the most 

polite, courteous and gentle in manners. He 

talked with grace and dignity and he never hurt 

anyone s feelings. He would often say, “The best 

among you are the best in character.” (Recorded | 

in Saheeh Bukhari). His servant, Anas (=~), said TAY 
that, “| served the Prophet (£5) for ten years and 

he never said to me, “Uff (a minor harsh word 

denoting impatience) and never blamed me by 

saying, Why did you do so or why didn’t you 

do so?’ (Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari). Many Above: Masjid al Qiblatain (or the Mosque with two 
of Prophet Muhammad's (5) companions also is situated in Madinah, a few kilometres from P: 


i= Mosque. During the first years O! | 


reported that they had not seen anyone more Muhammad’s (2 
given to smiling than Allah’s Messenger. It was direction of the daily prayers (or Osb/a) was towards Je! 
and then by Divine Command the direction was | 

h ini : 
his practice to greet and shake hands it towards Makkah. The original version of this mosque \ 
people when first meeting them. Wherever he during the transitional period and therefore had two Q 


went he greeted everyone who came along his The current structure was constructed recently at the si! 
path. the earlier mosque. 


(Quran, The Clans 33: 21} 


lf undesirable incidents occurred at gatherings, 
he would be tolerant and forgiving. For example 
a bedouin once urinated in the mosque and the 
people ran to beat him. The Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (x) stopped them saying, “Do not 
interrupt his urination (i.e. let him finish).” Then 
the Prophet asked for water and poured it over 
the area (Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari). 


The companions of Prophet Muhammad (25), 
had the privilege to view his conduct in person. 

They would have observed the way in which he 
conducted himself, the way he put into practice 
whatever he taught. The Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (<) was the leader of his house and 
his people. When the Muslims were command- 
ed to pray, he would pray the most. When 
mosques were being built, he helped to build 
them. He didn't stand back and ask for them to 
be constructed. There were never any luxuries, 
lavish palaces and plush residences for him. 


When the Muslims were being persecuted in 
Makkah and the boycott commenced, Prophet 
Muhammad (2) kept his composure and stay- 
ed amongst the Muslims enduring the same 
hardship. Whenever the Muslims had to defend 
themselves in battle he commanded the troops 
from the front. By comparison it is easy to witness 
today how modern leaders act in a contradictory 
manner to their sayings — politicians who lie 
and cheat are commonplace and leaders of 
countries who engage in unnecessary wars. 
None of this was evident from the life of the 
Prophet Muhammad (25). 


Opposite: Enlarged view of the brass screen covering the 
sacred grave of Prophet Muhammad (&%). Alongside are buried 
his two companions, Abu Bakr Al-Siddeeq (<7) and Umar ibn 


Al-Khattab (=), the first two Rightly Guided Caliphs in Islamic 


history. 
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A computer generated image of the original Mosque constructed 


by Prophet Muhammad (&) in Madinah in the year 622. Made from 
adobe bricks and stone, the Mosque was a very simple square struc- 
ture with each side measuring approximately 100 yards. There was 
an open courtyard in the centre and sheltered areas on two sides. 
Rooms reserved for Prophet Muhammad (&) and his family were 


located adjacent to the Mosque. 


Prophet Muhammad's () accommodation. 
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"Simple L Life 


Prophet Muhammad (2:) preferred to live a very 
simple life. His simplicity was reflected in his 
dress, food and his dwelling. He emphasised 
hygiene, cleanliness and refinement. He pref- 
erred to dress in white or pale colours. He 
disliked garish colours or gaudy dresses of 
silk. He would mend his own shoes and even 


patched his own clothes. 


Prophet Muhammad (2) lived in a small room 
with hardly any furniture in it. There was a 
mattress sewn with palm-tree strings and a 
leather pillow stuffed with palm-tree leaves. A 
leather bottle of water would hang on the wall. 
He liked to use perfumes and to comb his hair. 
He did not like people to leave their hair flowing 
around in a dishevelled state. 


Conversation 


The Blessed Prophet Muhammad (£:) spoke 
in a soft voice and his manner was friendly 
and endearing. He was easily understood and 
people remembered what he said to them. His 
wife, Lady Ayesha (2) said, “Allah’s Messenger 
did not go on talking rapidly as you do, but would 
talk in such a way that anyone who wished to 
count his words would be able to do so.” 


His Swords and Armour 


Prophet Muhammad (£:) had owned several 
swords that all had proper names. The earliest 
sword that he inherited from his father was 
named Mathoor. His most famous sword had 
the knob of its hilt made of silver and was named 
Zulfigar. This was the sword that the Prophet 
Muhammad (#:) carried with him during the 
peaceful conquest of Makkah. 
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Prophet Muhammad (#:) also owned a helmet 
and a few coats of armour. His most famous coat 
of armour, named Zat a/ Fuzool, was pawned to 
a Jewish man when he died. 


Night Worship 


Before going to bed, Prophet Muhammad ( 

would recite some chapters of the Quran anc 
sleep in the first part of the night after the evening 
prayer. He would get up after midnight or when 
one-third of the night was left. He would clean his 
teeth with his tooth stick or Miswak, wash himselt 
(ablution) and then engage himself in prayers in 


the deep silence of the night. He always slept on 


his right side with his right hand under his cheek 


on emphasis¢ d 


Opposite page: Prophet Muhammad 
hygiene and the use of the natural toothbrush known as 
was highly recommended prior to performing the five daily pra 
A Miswak is typically made from the Sa/vadora Persica tree gro 
in the Middle East. Other tree types that are used are the ara 
peelo tree, olive, walnut and trees with bitter roots. In additio 
strengthening the gums, eliminating odour and preventin 
decay recent scientific research has shown that Miswak cai 
reduce bacteria in the mouth (The immediate antimicrovial ¢// 
toothbrush and miswak on Cariogenic bacteria-A Clinical stuay, } he Jour! 
of Contemporary Dental Practice, Volume 5, No 1, Februai 
2004). The reported benefits of using. Miswak particularl; befor¢ 


daily prayers means that it 1s still widely used throughout the 
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It is a great virtue to regularly implement good 
moral conduct in our lives. Prophet Muhammad 
&=) lived strictly by this principle during his 
lifetime. He always put into practice every rule 
and regulation that he set in the light of divine 
guidance. He never deviated from his normal 
standard of conduct throughout his life. His 
wife, Lady Ayesha (=), once asked him “Which 
actions are most beloved unto Allah’?” Prophet 
Muhammad (2x) replied, “That which are 
consistent, even if small.” (Saheeh Bukhari). 
He was also very fair and just in his business 
dealings with other people and there was never 


a complaint of any kind against him. 


Love for Prophet Muhammad (=) 

The love of Prophet Muhammad (2) is a key 
aspect of Islam. His name is never mentioned 
without invoking peace and blessings of Allah 
upon him. Prophet Muhammad () is not 
considered to be divine, but a human being. 
However, he was no ordinary human being. He 
is seen by Muslims and many non-Muslims alike, 
as the most perfect of all of Allah’s creation, 


shining like a jewel among stones, a beacon 
of truth and justice, a light and mercy for all of 
mankind. 


His cousin and close companion, Ali ibn Abi Talib 
(=), describing Prophet Muhammad (22), said, 
“He was the most generous of heart, truthful 
of tongue, softest in disposition and noble in 


relationship.” 


Ali ibn Abi Talib (=~) also said, when asked: “How 
was your love for the Messenger of Allah?” He 


said: “He was, by Allah, dearer to us than our 
children, our wealth, our fathers, our mothers 
and a cold drink on a day of great thirst.” 


Prophet Muhammad (2) is very dear to Muslims 
everywhere to the extent that love for Prophet 
Muhammad (£5) is a measure of faith and it is 
only completed and perfected when the love 
for Prophet Muhammad (#:) exceeds love for 
everything else in this world, including life itself 
Allah says in the Noble Quran: 


“The Prophet is preferable for the believers 
even to their own selves...” 
(Quran, The Clans 33: 


To affirm this Prophet Muhammad (2) is reporte 
to have said: “None of you becomes a believe 
until | am dearer to him than his children, h 
parents and all mankind.” (Recorded by Sahee 


Bukhari and Muslim). 


For Muslims, the love for Prophet Muhamma 
(=) breathes life into his or her practice 
religion. Without this love, religion is reduced t 
an empty adherence to a set of rules and rituals 
So Muslims have always loved the Messenge 
of Allah and will continue to do so by protectin: 
his honour and following his example. 


Opposite page: Worshippers travel anti-clockwise aroun: 
Kaaba seven times in an act of worship known as Jawaf. A b 
cloth adorned by golden verses of the Noble Quran cove: 
building. The south-eastern corner of the Kaaba houses the Bla 


Stone, a symbol of the original covenant between Allah and mai 


MUHAMMAD 


The Seal of the Prophets 
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For the majority of his life Prophet Muhammad 
(:) had only one wife, Lady Khadija (=). After 
she passed away he married a number of right- 
eous wives who helped spread the message 
of Islam. He married for different reasons: to 
cement alliances or to help those who had been 
widowed or abandoned so that they had some- 
one to take care of them. Muslims hold the wives 
of Prophet Muhammad (£2) in great esteem and 
they are known as the ‘Mothers of the Believers . 
By marrying women from different tribes, Prophet 
Muhammad (2x) also wanted to demolish the 
Arab tribes’ enmity to Islam and extinguish their 
intense hatred towards each other. 


Another very important point is that Prophet 
Muhammad's (&) wives, especially those who 
outlived him, played a vital role in conveying 
Prophetic traditions to the Muslims. Lady Ayesha 
(<=) for instance, related a large number of 
Prophet Muhammad’s (2:) actions and state- 
ments. She was far more learned than most 
men at the time and became a very influential 
and inspirational person at the time, so much 
so that she is regarded as one of the greatest 
scholars in Islamic history. Remarkably, her life, 
legal statements and works have been studied by 
students and teachers throughout Islamic history 
for the last 1,400 years. She played an active 
role in education and social reform. Her house 
became a school and academy for young boys 
and girls, including orphans, where she educated 
and trained them under her care and guidance. 
Her example in promoting education, particularly 
the education of Muslim women is one which has 


been followed to this day in the Islamic world. 


130 


Prophet Muhammad (z) treated all children 
with great kindness and mercy. Children were 
very fond of him and he always gave them at. 
tention and love. Prophet Muhammad (2) had 
three sons who died in their infancy. He also had 
four daughters who married and had children. 
However, it was only Fatima (<<), his youngest 
daugnter, who outlived him. 


“O Prophet! Truly We have sent 
you as a Witness, a Bearer of Glad 
Tidings, and Warner, - 

And as one who invites to Allah's 
(grace) by His leave and as a lamp 
spreading light. Then give the glac 
tidings to the Believers, that they 
shall have from Allah a 
very great Bounty.” 


(Quran, The Clans 33 45-47 


Opposite: A rare example of a 15th century Quran pa 
written in Bihari script from India, highly decorated using 2 
and other colours. The word Allah is written in gold throug rho 


er headings. The image shows the beginning 
lah, the 


as are the chapt 
chapter 39; “The revelation of this Book is from Al 


Exalted in Power, full of Wisdom.” 


“Muhammad is not the father of any of yourmen, but (he 's) 
the Messenger of Allah and the Seal‘of the Prophets: and 
Allah has full knowledge 
of all things.” 


The Seal of the Prophets 


The purpose of all the Messengers from Allah 
was the same, to remind people to leave 
everything except the worship of one God. 
Throughout history, Prophets have been sent 
to all people so that on the ‘Day of Judgment 
no one will be able to argue with Allah that they 
were left without guidance. 
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4 (Quran, The Clans 33: 40) 
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“(We sent) messengers as bringers of good 
tidings and warners so that mankind will 
have no argument against Allah after 
the Messengers...” 


(Quran, Women 4:165) 


Muslims are required to treat all of the Messeng- 
ers of Allah with an equal amount of respect 
and love. Because of the finality of Prophet 
Muhammad (25) and the universal nature of his 
teachings, he has the highest status amongst 
the Messengers. He is the ‘Seal of the Prophets’, 
the final one, that was sent to the whole of 
mankind. There will be no other Prophets and 
Messengers sent after him. 


And Allah tells us in the Quran: 


“We (Allah) have not sent you (O 
Muhammad) except as a giver of glad 
tidings and a warner to all mankind” 


(Quran, Saba 34:28) 


Opposite: An example of the beauty of Allah's creation. Close- 
up of a purple crocus flower in full bloom floating on water. 
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Views of Western Historians 


“My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the 
world’s most influential persons may surprise 
some readers and may be questioned by others, 
but he was the only man in history who was 
supremely successful on both the secular and 
religious level. ...lt is probable that the relative 
influence of Muhammad on Islam has been 
larger than the combined influence of Jesus 
Christ and St. Paul on Christianity. .../t is this 
unparalleled combination of secular and religious 
influence which | feel entitles Muhammad to be 
considered the most influential single figure in 
human history.” (The 100, A Ranking of the Most 
Influential Persons in History by Michael H. Hart, 
New York, 1978, p. 33). 


“Prophet Muhammad's’ mission was _ fo 
propagate the worship of the One and Only God 
(in Arabic Allah), the Creator and Sustainer of 
the Universe. His mission was essentially the 
same as that of earlier Prophets of God. In the 
historical context, many such _ terminologies 
about Muhammad, Islam and Muslims were 
borrowed from earlier European writings of the 
eleventh to the nineteenth century, a time when 
ignorance and prejudice prevailed.” (Thomas 
Carlyle in Heroes and Hero Worship and the 
Heroic in History, 1840). 


“The lies (Western slander) which well- 
meaning zeal has heaped round this man 
(Muhammad) are disgraceful to ourselves 
only. A silent great soul, one of that who 
cannot but be earnest. He was to kindle the 
world, the world’s Maker had ordered so.” 
(A. S. Tritton in /slam, 1951). 
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“The good sense of Muhammad despised the 
pomp of royalty. The Apostle of God submitted 
to the menial offices of the family; he kindled 
the fire; swept the floor; milked the ewes; and 
mended with his own hands his shoes and 
garments. Disdaining the penance and merit of 
a hermit, he observed without effort or vanity the 
abstemious diet of an Arab.” (Edward Gibbon 
and Simon Oakley in History of the Saracen 
Empire, London, 1870). 


“I wanted to know the best of the life of one 
who holds today an undisputed sway over 
the hearts of millions of mankind.... | became 
more than ever convinced that it was not the 
sword that won a place for Islam in those 
days in the scheme of life. It was the rigic 
simplicity, the utter self-effacement of the 
Prophet, the scrupulous regard for pledges 
his intense devotion to his friends an 
followers, his intrepidity, his fearlessness 
his absolute trust in God and in his ow 
mission. These and not the sword carrie 
everything before them and surmounte 
every obstacle. When | closed the secon 
volume (of the Prophet’s biography), | wa 
sorry there was not more for me to read « 
that great life.” (Sir George Bernard Shaw 
The Genuine Islam, Vol. 1, No. 8, 1936). 


“History makes it clear, however, that the lege: 
of fanatical Muslims sweeping through ti 
world and forcing Islam at the point of swo) 
upon conquered races is one of the mo 
fantastically absurd myths that historians ha\ 
ever repeated.” (Edward Gibbon in The Declir 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, 1823). 


Blessed are those who follow true guidance. I invite you to embrace 
Islam so that you may live in security, If you come within the fold of, 
Islam, Allah will give you double reward, but in case you turn yours 
back upon it, then the burden of the sins of all your people shall fall on 


your shoulders. 


(Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari) 


Above: The Muslim envoy, Dihyah bin Khalifah Al-Kalbi, was 
ordered to hand the letter over to king of Busra, who would in 


A 


turn, send it to Heraclius. Incidentally, Abu Sufyan bin Harb, 
who by that time had not embraced Islam, was summoned 
to the court and Heraclius asked him many questions about 
Prophet Muhammad (&%) and the religion which he preached. 
The testimony which this avowed enemy of Prophet 
Muhammad (&) gave regarding the personal excellence of 
Prophet Muhammad's (&%) character and the good that Islam 
was doing the human race, left Heraclius wonder-struck. 


Prophet Muhammad's (:) Letter to 
Heraclius, King of the Byzantines 


‘In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 


From Muhammad, the slave of Allah and His Messenger to Heracliusy 
king of the Byzantines. 


| “Say (O Muhammad): ‘O people of the Scripture Jews and 
Christians), come to a word that is just between us and you, that we 
worship none but Allah and that we associate no partners with Him, © 
and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allah.’ Then, if \ 
they turn away, say: ‘Bear witness that d 

we are Muslims.“ : 
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(Quran, The Family of Imran 3:64] ~ 
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Following page: A saying of Prophet Muhammad (&) against 
a green background. For Muslims it is truly a blessing and a 

mercy from the Creator, Allah, that we have been given colour 

vision. A world without colour would be dull and uninspiring, 

Colour is a property of light that depends on wavelength 

When light falls on an object, some of it is absorbed and some 
is reflected. The apparent colour of an opaque object depends 
on the wavelength of the light that it reflects; ¢.g. a green object 
observed in daylight appears green because it reflects only the 
waves producing green light. Black and white are not generally 
considered true colours; black is said to result from the absence 
of colour and white from the presence of all colours mixed 
together. 
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“THE MERCIFUL ARE 
SHOWN MERCY BY THE 
ALL-MERCIFUL. 
SHOW MERCY TO THOSE 
ON EARTH AND ALLAH 
WILL SHOW MERCY TQ 

YOU. 


(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (=), RecordediinAl- Firman" 
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Chapter 7 
The Rightly 
Guided Caliphs 
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Caliph - What does it mean? 


The word ‘Caliph’ is the English form of the 
Arabic word ‘Khalifa, which is an abbreviated 
form of the phrase Khalifatu Rasulillah (meaning 
‘Successor to the Messenger of Allah’). This 
title ‘Khalifatu Rasulillah’ was first used for Abu 
Bakr (=~), who became the elected head of the 
Muslim community after the death of the Prophet 
Muhammad (5). 


Why there was a need for a Caliph. 


“The Prophets governed the affairs of the 
‘Tribe of Israel’, whenever one died another 
one succeeded him. However, after me there 
are no more Prophets, there are successors 
(khulafa) and they will number many.” 


(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (5), 
recorded in Bukhari) 


The primary responsibility of the Caliph as the 
head of the Muslim community was to continue 
in the path of Prophet Muhammad (25). In line 
with the earlier messengers of Allah, the mission 
of Prophet Muhammad (2) was to call people 
to the worship of the One True God. Muslims 
regard that religion was perfected and the door 
of Divine revelation was closed at the death 
of the Prophet Muhammad (£2). After him the 
Caliph was to shepherd the Muslim community 
in accordance with the Quran and the teachings 
of the Prophet Muhammad (2). The Caliph was 
a ruler over Muslims but not their sovereign 
since sovereignty belongs to Allah alone. He 
was to be obeyed as long as he obeyed Allah. 
He was responsible for creating and maintaining 
conditions under which it would be easy for 
Muslims to live according to Islamic principles 
and to see that justice was done to all. 
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The Rightly-Guided Caliphs of Islam 


The first five Caliphs who truly followed in the 
Prophet Muhammad's (2) footsteps after his 
death are knownas The Rightly Guided Caliphs’ 
They were some of the closest companions of 
the Prophet Muhammad (#:), namely, Abu Bakr. 
Umar, Uthman, Ali and Hasan (may Allah be well 
pleased with them all). Muslims love them dearly 
and hold them in great esteem, their names 
are never said without being followed by the 
invocation ‘may Allah be well pleased with him’ 
They lived simple and righteous lives and strove 
hard for the religion of Islam. Their justice was 
impartial, their treatment of others was kind and 
merciful and they were at one with the people 
- the first among equals. After them, some of the 
later Caliphs assumed the manners of kings and 
emperors and the true spirit of equality of ruler 
and ruled was not always adhered to. 


The mission of Prophet Muhammad (5) and 
after him that of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, was 
not political, social or economic reform, although 
such reforms were a logical consequence of the 
success of this mission nor the unity of a nation 
and the establishment of an empire, although 
the Islamic nation did unite and vast areas came 
under one administration. Nor was Is to spread 
a civilisation, science or culture, although many 
civilisations, scientific and cultural achievements 
were gained. Their only mission was to deliver 
Allah's message to all the peoples of the world 
and to invite them to submit to Him, while being 
the foremost among those who submitted. 


Opposite page: 11th century Al-Hambra Palace, Cordoba, 
Spain. 


Born in the year 573 in Makkah, Abu Bakr al- 
Siddeeg (=) was a prominent and wealthy figure 
among the Makkans. From a very early stage 
he became one of the greatest companions of 
the Prophet Muhammad (£5). 


| earned, noble and brave, he was the first adult 
male to accept Islam from Prophet Muhammad 
(=). Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (=) saw many of the 
remarkable events during the lifetime of Prophet 
Muhammad (25). He fought in many battles, 
endured hardships and spent all his wealth 
freely to establish Islam. 


After the death of the Prophet of Islam, he 
became the first of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. 
Parts of Syria and Palestine were added to the 
islamic lands as well as much of Iraq during his 
rule. He died in Madinah in 634 and lies buried 
next to his dear friend the Messenger of Allah, 
Muhammad (23). 


“lf | were to take a friend 
other than my Lord, | 
would take 
Abu Bakr as a friend.” 


(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (2), 
recorded in Muslim) 


ABU BAKRAL-SIDDEEQ_ | 
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Born in Makkah, Umar ibn al-Khattab (=) was 3ackground: Dome of Masjid Put 
renowned for his tremendous personal courage, = ) MEL in 577, Uthman ibn Affan (=~) 
steadfastness and fairness in giving judgments. ped tain sin Set a as the third of the Rightly Guided Caliphs of 
From amongst the heroes of the Makkan nobility : Great Mosque of Cordoba, Sy slam. Of noble lineage, wealthy and extremely 
in the pre-Islamic period of ignorance, he : andsome, he entered !siam shortly after Proph- 
entered Islam five years before the emigration to : at Muhammad s (<<) mission began. Among his 
Madinah when he was 35 years old. He fought NGOS AAA a 0 equip the ‘army of hard- 
in all the battles alongside Prophet Muhammad hip for the expedition to labuk 

() and after Abu Bakr’s (<7) death, he became 


the second of the Rightly Guided Caliphs. 


pted the Caliphate after the death of 
<hattak During his rule Armenia 
qurusan, Kirman, Sijistan, Cyprus 
North Africa were added to the 

~ Islam. He also completed the 

f the Noble Qurar begun by Abu Bakr 
nad collected the written fragments 


During his ten and a half year Caliphate, twelve 

thousand Mosques were built and all of Syria, 

Palestine, Egypt, as well as the entire Arabian 

peninsula were added to the Islamic lands. He 

became famous for his entry into Jerusalem and ere Muhammad’s (#) cc 

| Ne. yphet Muhammads (£z) companions 

his pact with the Jews and Christians who were ) Sn he Agta (a) | Soli PEIN 

7 . | 3sed. Uthman ibn Affan (=) called for the 

allowed to live and worship freely under the | hacked and | C 

) SPEEO yments to be checked and collated 

protection of the Muslims in Jerusalem. He was | t > volume and orderec = ee 

a slume and ordered everything else 

Jurans were then sent to all parts 

world. Remarkably some of these 


martyred in 644 and lies buried alongside the 
Messenger of Allah and Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq Aus 
(=) in Madinah. | J sference copies still survive to this very 

P 2 preserved in museums around the 
: bn Affan was martyred in 656 


Allah has paces truth 4 ae, ry Prophet has 
upon Umar's tongue yp J. in assistant and 
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(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (=), 


recorded in Abu Dawud) 
T Prophet Munammad (& 


rmidhi and Ibn Majah) 


Background: 16th century Suleymaniye & 
Mosque, Istanbul, Turkey. 


Ali ibn Abi Talib (=), the ‘Friend’ of Allah and 
‘Commander of the Faithful’ was the fourth of 
the Rightly Guided Caliphs of Islam. Born of 
noble lineage in Makkah (circa 600) he was a 
cousin of Prophet Muhammad (2) who raised 
him from the age of five. He was the first male 
to accept Islam from Prophet Muhammad (5) 
and the first to pray behind him. When Prophet 
Muhammad (2%) paired off the Makkan emigrants 
with the Madinan helpers, he told Ali, “You are 


my brother’. 


A renowned swordsman, strong and valiant, 
he carried the Muslim armies’ standard during 
battle. When Ali ibn Abi Talib (<7) became the 
fourth Rightly Guided Caliph he made Kufa in 
Iraq his capital and patiently endured dissension 
and civil strife with which the Muslim nation 
had become afflicted by during his Caliphate. 
Extremely courageous, wise and a fair judge, 
an eloquent speaker with a sea of spiritual 
wisdom, he was amongst the most learned of 
Companions of Prophet Muhammad (25). He 
was martyred during 661 in Kufa. 


“You (Ali) are my 
brother in this world and — 
the next.” ; 


(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (), 
recorded in Tirmidhi) 
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al-Hassan !bn Ali Ibn Abi Talib (=), was the Background: Dome of the Rock, Jerusalen 


-andson of Prophet Muhammad (=) and the 
last of the Rightly Guided Caliphs of whom 
Prophet Muhammad (£2) attested. He was born 
three years after the momentous migration 
of Prophet Muhammad (2) from Makkah to 


Madinah. 


a|-Hassan (=")closely resembled his grandfather 
the Prophet Muhammad (5) in many ways and 
had many of his virtues. He was an extremely 
pious man and performed the pilgrimage (Haj) 
by foot twenty-five times. 


He was sworn into the office of Caliph after the 
assassination of his father, Ali lbn Abi Talib (=). 
However, he stood down as Caliph approximately 


six months later due to much turmoil and political 
strife. He died in Madinah in the year 671. 


“O Allah! 
| love him, so please 
love him.” 


(Saying of Prophet Muhammad (&). 
recorded in Saheeh Bukhari) 


Prophet Muhammad’s (2) Letter to 
Negus, King of the Abyssinia 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 
“This letterts sent from Muhammad, the Prophet of Allah, to Negus A-Ashama, the 
king of Abyssinia (Ethiopia). | 


Peace be upon him who follows true guidance and believes in Allah and Hise 
Messenger. I bear witness that there ts no god but Allah Alone with no associate, Hem 
has taken neither a wife nor a son and that Muhammad ts His slave and Messenger 
I call you unto the fold of Islam; if you embrace Islam, you will find safety. 


“Say (O Muhammad ): ‘O people of the Scripture (Jews and Chnstians), come to 
a word that is just between us and you, that we worship none but Allah and that § 
we associate no partners with Him and that none of us shall take others as lords 

besides Allah. Then, if they turn away, say: 
Bear witness that we are Muslims. “ 
[Quran, The Family of Imran 3:64] 


Should you reject this invitation, then you will be held responsible for all the evil of 
your people. © 


4 


(Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari). 


Introduction to the Quran 


It is not a book of history yet Muslims regard it 
as the most authentic source of history. It is not 
a textbook of law and politics yet it describes 
principles of statecraft that has guided mankind 
for centuries. Whilst it is also not a book of 
science and philosophy, it has unravelled many 
mysteries of philosophy and science. It has 
also offered exact guidelines on economics and 
sociology as well as numerous other subjects. 


This book is written in the Arabic language and 
is Known as the Quran. Over fourteen centuries 
ago it transformed the simple shepherds and 
wandering bedouins of Arabia into the founders 
of a new and vast civilisation, builders of cities 


and collectors of libraries. 


“ALIF LAM RA. 
THESE ARE 
THE VERSES OF THE 
BOOK OF 
WISDOM. 


(Quran, Jonah 10: 1) 


Opposite: Opening pages from a magnificent 250 year old 
Quran hand written in Kufic script from North Africa. The 
le of linguistic perfection and 1s 


Quran represents the pinnac 
regarded by Muslims as inimitable. 
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beyond the limits of human capability, with a 4 antes 
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Supreme author and an eternal and universal | : — Risin = | "oN ED SP ee: 
“ have not changed since Its | 


message. Its contents are not confined to a | 

particular theme or style, but contain the foun- ea | i = = 
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dations for an entire system of life. The subject 
matter ranges from very specific articles of faith eah ZL \2 85 | 

and commandments to more general moral a ae A ey Vane) a / 
teachings. It also prescribes certain rights and a \yjes Po eels). eee a : . a \ 
obligations and rules on crime and punishment, LEIS Sg be Ak 7 ae e* 
private and public law. . 


The Quran is rich both in its diverse subject 
matter and literary style. A message may be in 
the form of a direct stipulation, a reminder of 
Allah’s favours on His creation, an admonition 
or a rebuke. Stories of past communities are 
narrated, followed by the lessons to be learnt 
from their actions and subsequent fates. The 
Quran contains a complete code which provides 
guidance in all areas of life, whether spiritual, 
intellectual, political, social or economic. It Is 
Fa code which is not limited to time, place or 


nation. 


Above: A magnificent Andalusian Quran page hand written | 


Spain, circa 13th century. 


Left: A page from a beautiful Quran handwritten in elegan! 
Maghribi style Arabic script on vellum. This Quran was copicc 
during the 12th century 1 the city of Cordoba, opain NO 

the use of gold verse markers and coloured diacritic markin 


scheme (part of the prestigious Exhibition Islam collection 


page: [he Royal Mamluk Baybars Quran, held 


Opposite 
f [slam 


the British Museum, is recognised as a masterpiece O 
calligraphy and illumination. It was produced in Cairo aroun 


1304 and is named after the ruler who commissioned it. The 


. . : ; . 7 nate (vi | l 
script is written entirely in gold and is illuminated with gol 


wire work. 
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“In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 


AY, 
: ‘. 
AD y 


Most Merciful. 


AY 


\ 


Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and 


Sustainer of the worlds 


Most Gracious, Most Merciful 
Master of the Day of Judgment. 


You do we worship and 


your aid we seek. 
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who go astray 


The Opening 1: 1-7) 


(Quran 


The first chapter of the Quran called A/Fathab 


Opposite 


decorated throughout using precious gold 


and other colours. This Quran is beautifully hand written on 


translated above) from an 18th century Per- 


handmade polished paper (Exhibition Islam collection). This 
chapter is recited by all Muslims at least 20 times a day during 


sian Quran. Richly 


(The Opening; 
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_ Who Wrote the Quran? 


There are four possibilities regarding the author- 
ship of the Quran - 1) Non-Arabs 2) Pagan Ar- 
abs 3) Prophet Muhammad (2) 4) The Almighty 
Creator, Allah. It is important to examine each of 
these possibilities in turn. 


Did non-Arabs write the Quran? 


The Arabic language was at its peak in ex- 
pression, vocabulary, aesthetic and poetic 
value during the 7th century when the Quran 
was written. Anyone who Is able to speak the 
classical Arabic of the Quran would argue that 
a non-Arab could not possibly have written such 
an extensive and brilliant piece of literature in 
the Arabic language. 


Did the pagan Arabs write the Quran? 


, What the Quran teaches goes directly against 
the pagan Arab culture, religion and gods, that 
existed during the 6th and 7th centuries. The 
Quran condemns idol worship, whilst the pagan 
Arabs loved their idol gods. The Quran raised 
the status of women whilst the pagan Arabs 
treated women as animals. And whereas the 
Quran condemns and prohibits taking interest 
on money, the Arabs freely levied heavy interest 
rates on loans and businesses. 


Right: An 18th century Quran from China written in a 


local variant of naskh script known as sini (ixhibition Islam 


collection), 
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Furthermore, the Quran condemns and prohibits 
alcohol and gambling, whereas the Arabs 
indulged in gambling and consumed alcoho! 
freely. The pagan Arabs would never write a 
book that contradicted their normal customs, 
culture and religious beliefs. 


The Quran was also far superior to any of the 
Arabic poetry and literature of its time. It contains 
a unique literary style, awe-inspiring rhythm and 
unequalled expression. Even if the pagan Arabs 
had wanted to write the Quran they would never 
have been capable of accomplishing such a 
feat. 


_ —= 


Did Prophet Muhammad (:) write the Quran? 


Many Western historians today still hold the view 
that only Prophet Muhammad (:) could have 
been the author of the Quran. In refutation of this 
assertion, firstly Prophet Muhammad (2x) had 
no personal reason to write the Quran, causing 
the entire Makkan society to become his enemy. 
Why would he write something that vehemently 
opposed all of the norms of society and thereby 
lose his family, relatives and friends? He had to 
endure years of persecution, hostility and even 
attempts on his life in Makkah and face many 
invasions in Madinah in order to deliver the 
universal message of Islam. 


It is also widely acknowledged that Prophet 
Muhammad (25) could not read nor write. He had 
received no formal education and he never went 
to school. In fact he had no teacher of any kind in 
any subject. Yet the Quran contains information 
on a huge range of subjects. Moreover, Prophet 
Muhammad (£:) was not regarded as a poet, 
he could not possibly have produced a piece of 
literature so perfect which, exceeded the best 
styles of Arabic poetry of all time. Furthermore, 
the personal sayings of the Prophet Muhammad 
(5) are meticulously recorded in books of hadith. 
lf we examine the Arabic style of the hadith and 
compare it to the style of the Quran, we can see 
that they are clearly distinguishable. 


The Quran was also revealed over a period of 23 
years. It would have been impossible for anyone 
to retain the exact same style of Arabic in the 
Quran over such a long period of time, regard- 
less of ever-changing personal circumstances. 
Human authors tend to gradually change their 
writing style and also their views and thoughts. 
Yet the style and message of the Quran remains 
consistent from beginning to end. 


Above: An elegant Quran written in Kufic script during the 
10th century. Note the use of a red dotting scheme (Bardo Mu- 


seurmm, [unisia). 


The Quran honours Mary, the mother of Jesus 
(peace be upon them). In fact there is a whole 
chapter of the Quran named after her. However, 
the Quran does not contain a chapter named 
after the wives, mother or daughters of Prophet 
Muhammad (&) as might be expected by 
people if he had been the author of the Quran. 
Furthermore, there is even a verse rebuking 
Prophet Muhammad (££) for ignoring a blind 
person, whilst he was in the midst of important 
discussions with tribal leaders. This shows that 
it is nonsensical for Prophet Muhammad (2) to 
have been the author of the Quran. 


183 


* ue 


| | Who Wrote the Quran? 


<= 


There are four possibilities regarding the author- 
ship of the Quran - 1) Non-Arabs 2) Pagan Ar- 
abs 3) Prophet Muhammad (£:) 4) The Almighty 
Creator, Allah. It is important to examine each of 
these possibilities in turn. 


Did non-Arabs write the Quran? 


The Arabic language was at its peak in ex- 
pression, vocabulary, aesthetic and poetic 
value during the 7th century when the Quran 
was written. Anyone who is able to speak the 
classical Arabic of the Quran would argue that 
a non-Arab could not possibly have written such 
an extensive and brilliant piece of literature in 
the Arabic language. 


Did the pagan Arabs write the Quran? 


.. What the Quran teaches goes directly against 
the pagan Arab culture, religion and gods, that 
existed during the 6th and 7th centuries. The 
Quran condemns idol worship, whilst the pagan 
Arabs loved their idol gods. The Quran raised 
the status of women whilst the pagan Arabs 
treated women as animals. And whereas the 
Quran condemns and prohibits taking interest 
on money, the Arabs freely levied heavy interest 
rates on loans and businesses. 


Right: An 18th century Quran from China written in a 
local variant of naskh scnpt known as sini (Exhibition Islam 


collection). 
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Furthermore, the Quran condemns and prohibits 
alcohol and gambling, whereas the Arabs 
indulged in gambling and consumed alcohol 
freely. The pagan Arabs would never write a 
book that contradicted their normal customs. 
culture and religious beliefs. 


The Quran was also far superior to any of the 
Arabic poetry and literature of its time. It contains 
a unique literary style, awe-inspiring rhythm and 
unequalled expression. Even if the pagan Arabs 
had wanted to write the Quran they would never 
have been capable of accomplishing such a 
feat. 


Did Prophet Muhammad (“:) write the Quran? 


Many Western historians today still hold the view 
that only Prophet Muhammad (2) could have 
been the author of the Quran. In refutation of this 
assertion, firstly Prophet Muhammad (2:) had 
no personal reason to write the Quran, causing 
the entire Makkan society to become his enemy. 
Why would he write something that vehemently 
opposed all of the norms of society and thereby 
lose his family, relatives and friends? He had to 
endure years of persecution, hostility and even 
attempts on his life in Makkah and face many 
invasions in Madinah in order to deliver the 
universal message of Islam. 


It is also widely acknowledged that Prophet 
Muhammad (#5) could not read nor write. He had 
received no formal education and he never went 
to school. In fact he had no teacher of any kind in 
any subject. Yet the Quran contains information 
on a huge range of subjects. Moreover, Prophet 
Muhammad (#:) was not regarded as a poet. 
he could not possibly have produced a piece of 
literature so perfect which, exceeded the best 
Styles of Arabic poetry of all time. Furthermore, 
the personal sayings of the Prophet Muhammad 
(=) are meticulously recorded in books of hadith. 
if we examine the Arabic style of the hadith and 
compare it to the style of the Quran, we can see 
that they are clearly distinguishable. 


The Quran was also revealed over a period of 23 
years. It would have been impossible for anyone 
to retain the exact same style of Arabic in the 
Quran over such a long period of time, regard- 
less of ever-changing personal circumstances. 
Human authors tend to gradually change their 
writing style and also their views and thoughts. 
Yet the style and message of the Quran remains 
consistent from beginning to end. 


Above: An elegant Quran written in Kufic script dunng the 
10th century. Note the use of a red dotting scheme (Bardo Mur 


seum. J unisia). 


The Quran honours Mary, the mother of Jesus 
(peace be upon them). In fact there is a whole 
chapter of the Quran named after her. However. 
the Quran does not contain a chapter named 
after the wives, mother or daughters of Prophet 
Muhammad (%) as might be expected by 
people if he had been the author of the Quran. 
Furthermore, there is even a verse rebuking 
Prophet Muhammad (:) for ignoring a blind 
person, whilst he was in the midst of important 
discussions with tribal leaders. This shows that 
it is nonsensical for Prophet Muhammad (=) to 
have been the author of the Quran. 
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The Direct Word of Allah 


A human writer is usually very knowledgeable 
in a specific subject, or a few related Subjects 
However, even a casual reader will realise that 
the Quran discusses a vast array of diverse 
subjects with equal command of the language 
and depth of knowledge. No human being 
in history has written such a comprehensive 
book with such absolute perfection. The only 
proposition remaining is that the Quran was 
divinely revealed by the Creator. In fact Muslims 
regard the Quran as the direct ‘Word of Allah 
alone. 


“That (this) is indeed an, 


« iw Ce Pot Orn een 


(Quran, The,Event,56; 77-84), 
Above: Words from the Quran written on parchment from 
the renowned Yemeni collection. In the early days of Islam, 
Qurans were written on parchment, which was much heavier 
than paper. A complete Quran could weigh several kilograms. 
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Previously Revealed Book 


A Chain of Prophets 
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Islam teaches that Allah has given revelations 
to a selected chain of individuals, namely the 
Prophets and Messengers throughout history 
(see p. 18). All of these Prophets and Messen- 
gers called people to the same thing, namely to 
worship One God alone without any partners. 
The culmination of Allahs revelations is the 
Quran. Muslims regard it as the final, infallible, 
direct and complete record of the exact words 
of Allah, brought down by the Archangel Gabri- 
el and firmly implanted in the heart of His final 
Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad (5). 
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Opposite: The Noble Sanctuary in Jerusalem forms the back 
drop for this highly visual depiction of the previously rev ealed 


] . « 
scriptures descending to earth. 
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Miracles of the Previous Prophets 


The miracles of the Prophets that came before 
Prophet Muhammad (£z) are no longer with 
us today. However, the merciful Creator gave 
Muhammad (x) the Quran as a miracle for all 
of mankind and for all time, which would remain 
the source of truth and guidance long after 
Prophet Muhammad (2) had left this world. 


Looking back through history we find that 
Prophets of Allah were always sent with proofs 
in the form of miracles to show people that they 
spoke the truth. These miracles usually centred 
around a popular theme of that era or time. A 
miraculous demonstration would make people 
realise that the Prophet spoke the truth and had 
Support from divine power. 


Thus, Prophet Moses (4) was able to transform 
his walking staff into a real snake, baffling 
Pharaoh's sorcerers. He also parted the 
Red Sea while escaping from the Pharaoh. 
Prophet Jesus (54) was given the power to cure 
disease and give life to the dead, astonishing 
the practitioners who felt proud of their limited 
Knowledge of healing and who had begun to 
disregard and deny the Power and Glory of 
Allah. 


Why the Quran is Regarded as a Miracle by 
Muslims 


The Quran was a miracle for the Arabs; it chal- 
lenged and surpassed the limits of their literary 
expression. To this day the Quran, revealed to 
the Last and Final Prophet, Muhammad (2), is 
still as relevant to the lives of people today. Un- 
like the miracles of previous Prophets that were 
limited in time to those people who witnessed 
the event. 


Prophet Muhammad () was sent to the Arabs 
who arrogantly claimed to be the masters of 
the Arabic language. They were renowned for 
their achievements in poetry and elocution 
Having great pride in their linguistic skills they 
would take great pleasure in challenging each 
other in public speaking contests. As a constant 
reminder to all, the seven most acclaimed 
poems were hung in the ‘House of Allah 
namely the Kaaba. When the poets heard the 
Quran’s inimitable linguistic style and matchless 
eloquence, it became apparent at once that this 
was far beyond the capability of human beings 
Some accepted the Quran as the word of Allah 
yet the majority of Makkans remained proud and 
arrogant and adamantly refused to accept Islam 
They contented themselves by pouring scorn 


on Prophet Muhammad (£5) and making false 


accusations against him. They would also warn 
people against listening to Prophet Muhammad 


(2%). 


Above: The celebrated ‘blue’ Qurans are regarded as the peak 
of Islamic calligraphy. This extremely rare Quran leaf was wnt 
ten on blue vellum during the 9th century in North Afnca or 
Islamic Spain. The Kutfic style of writing is very stylised and ge- 
ometric, characteristic of most early Quranic manuscripts. Only 
a handful of Qurans written on coloured vellum are known to 
exist and of these the blue vellum ones are the most exquisite. 
During this period writing materials were extremely expensive. 
Dyed vellum and writing in gold ink would have been a costly 
process (Exhibition Islam collection). 


“(This is) the 
revelation of the Book 
in which there is no 
doubt, 

from the Lord of the 
Worlds.” 


(Quran, The Prostration 32: 2) 
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The Miraculous Quran 


Miracles of the Previous Prophets 


The miracles of the Prophets that came before 
Prophet Muhammad (£:) are no longer with 
us today. However, the merciful Creator gave 
Muhammad (2) the Quran as a miracle for all 
of mankind and for all time, which would remain 
the source of truth and guidance long after 
Prophet Muhammad (£:) had left this world. 


Looking back through history we find that 
Prophets of Allah were always sent with proofs 
in the form of miracles to show people that they 
spoke the truth. These miracles usually centred 
around a popular theme of that era or time. A 
miraculous demonstration would make people 
realise that the Prophet spoke the truth and had 
support from divine power. 


Thus, Prophet Moses (<) was able to transform 
his walking staff into a real snake, baffling 
Pharaoh's sorcerers. He also parted the 
Red Sea while escaping from the Pharaoh. 
Prophet Jesus (<=) was given the power to cure 
disease and give life to the dead, astonishing 
the practitioners who felt proud of their limited 
knowledge of healing and who had begun to 
disregard and deny the Power and Glory of 


Allah. 


Why the Quran is Regarded as a Miracle by 
Muslims 


The Quran was a miracle for the Arabs; it chal- 
lenged and surpassed the limits of their literary 
expression. To this day the Quran, revealed to 
the Last and Final Prophet, Muhammad (2), is 
still as relevant to the lives of people today. Un- 
like the miracles of previous Prophets that were 
limited in time to those people who witnessed 
the event. 


Prophet Muhammad () was sent to the Arabs 
who arrogantly claimed to be the masters of 
the Arabic language. They were renowned for 
their achievements in poetry and elocution 

Having great pride in their linguistic skills they 
would take great pleasure in challenging each 
other in public speaking contests. As a constant 
reminder to all, the seven most acclaimed 
poems were hung in the ‘House of Allah 

namely the Kaaba. When the poets heard the 
Quran’s inimitable linguistic style and matchless 
eloquence, it became apparent at once that this 
was far beyond the capability of human beings 

Some accepted the Quran as the word of Allah 

yet the majority of Makkans remained proud and 
arrogant and adamantly refused to accept Islam 
They contented themselves by pouring scorn 
on Prophet Muhammad (2) and making false 
accusations against him. They would also warn 
people against listening to Prophet Muhammad 


tty ) 
(287). 


Above: The celebrated ‘blue’ Qurans are regarded as the peak 
of Islamic calligraphy. This extremely rare Quran leaf was writ- 
ten on blue vellum during the 9th century in North Africa or 
Islamic Spain. The Kufic style of writing is very stylised and ge- 
ometric, characteristic of most early Quranic manuscripts. Only 
a handful of Qurans written on coloured vellum are known to 


exist and of these the blue vellum ones are the most exquisite. 
During this period writing materials were extremely expensive. 
Dyed vellum and writing in gold ink would have been a costly 


process (Exhibition Islam collection). 


“(This is) the 
revelation of the Book 
in which there is no 
doubt, 

from the Lord of the 
Worlds.” 


(Quran, The Prostration 32: 2) 


The Three Stages of Revelation 
exists); Has created man from a leech-like clot; 


Islamic traditi h | 
ition holds that the revelation of the Read! And your Lord is the Most Noble.” 


Quran had three stages. The first stage occurred 
when the Quran was written on the ‘preserved 
tablet, it was then revealed to the ‘lowest 
heaven; and lastly it was revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad () on earth through the Angel 
Gabriel. The start of revelation would change 
Prophet Muhammad’s (£) life forever and 
shape the course of world history for centuries 
to come. 


(Recorded in Saheeh Bukhari) 
A Gradual Revelation 


From that momentous occurrence in the cave, 
the Quran was revealed gradually to Prophet 
Muhammad (25) over the next 23 years. He could 
receive a few words at a time or sometimes an 
entire chapter (or Surah in Arabic). The Arabs 


Before the start of his prophethood, Muhammad 3 | 3 
were used to hearing long eulogies in one 


(=) was one of the few individuals in Makkah 
who never worshipped an idol in his entire life. 
He was always deeply concerned about the 
many vices prevalent in Makkan society. After 
his marriage to Lady Khadija (<=) he regularly 
retreated to the hills of the desert outside Makkah 


revelation. The frequent revelations of the Quran 
made it easier for the early Muslims to face the 
persecution and tortures inflicted upon them by 
the pagan Makkans. Many verses of the Quran 


name of your Lord, Who has created (all that 


sitting, so they were astonished at this mode of 


“Proclaim! (or read!) in the name 
of your Lord and Cherisher, Who 
created- 


Created man, out of a (mere) 
leech-like clot: 


Proclaim! And your Lord is 
Most Bountiful,- 


He Who taught (the use of) the pen,- 


Pa Taught man that which ~ 


contained answers to questions posed by the 
people and guidance about various events that 
happened at different times in the growth of the 
Islamic community. The Quran comprises of 
numerous principles, commands and prohib- 
itions. If the entire Quran was revealed all at 
once, it would have become obligatory to obey e | 
all of it simultaneously and this would have been : | tre y >| Nagy pean Y ER Gi. - 
a heavy burden on new Muslims. - | | Ate i i _ 


for several days. There he would meditate and 
pray to Allah in solitude. It was there, one day, in 
a cave called Hira, that the Angel Gabriel came 
to him and said to him, “Read!” He said, “/ am 
not a reader,” for Prophet Muhammad (:) had 
not learnt to read or write in his entire life. As he 
explained in his own words: 


he knew not.” 


; Quran, Read 96:1-5) . 


“The angel caught me and pressed me so hard 
that | could not bearit any more. He then released 
me and again asked me to read and | replied, ‘/ 
do not know how to read.” Thereupon he caught 
me again and pressed me a second time till | 
could not bear it any more. He then released 
me and again asked me to read but again | 
replied, “I! do not know how to read.” Thereupon 
he caught me for the third time and pressed me 
and then released me and said, “Read in the 


“And those who disbelieve say, Why was — 9 ge Mas. are | eee ae: ae 
the Quran not revealed to him all at once? g a an ey 8 rs So eit be Gn : | % 
Thus (it is) that We may strengthen thereby 
your heart. And We have 
spaced it distinctly.” 


(Quran, The Criterion 25: 32) 


' Translation of the first five verses of the Ou 

Se Prophet Muhammad lhe mountain know! | 
é tain of lught | Mal 77 near \lakka 

A where the Prophet \Iuhar mad rece) 
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The First Stage f The Second Stage i The Third Stage 


The Quran existed before the creation of the With the Quran written by the order of Allah The final stage of revelation took place when 

eavens and Earth, as the speech of Allah into the ‘Preserved Tablet’, the next stage of © the Quran was gradually revealed to Prophet | | : 
and was written by the order of Allah into the revelation of the Quran occurred when Allah Muhammad (2<). The Quran was brought 
book known as the ‘Preserved Tablet’ (a/- ordered the Quran to be revealed to the ~ down as ordered by Allah through the Angel 


Lauh al-Mahfuz). Muslims believe that-the lower heavens in a place called ‘The House ~ 
entire Quran, along with everything else that of Honour’ (a/-Bayt al-izza). This revelation” 


Gabriel and inspired directly into the heart 
and mind of Prophet Muhammad (2). 


has happened, is happening or is waiting to took place in the month_of Ramadan dunn 
happen until the Day of Judgement is written the ‘Night of Decree’ (Laylat al-Qac | Allah refers to this stage in many verses of 
in the ‘Preserved Tablet’. The precise nature eS the Quran. In one such verse Allah Says: 
of how and when it was written is knowledge “The month of Ramadan in which 
| that is with Allah alone. was revealed the Quran, a guidance “And indeed, the Quran is the revelation 
i) . for mankind and clear proofs for the — of the Lord of the worlds. The 
| Allah says in the Quran: ; guidance and the Criterion (between — Trustworthy Spirit has brought it 


"\ 


down upon your heart, 
(O Muhammad) that you may 
be of the warners. 
In a clear Arabic language.” 


| | b right and wrong)... 
mii “Nay! This is a Glorious Quran, at 
| (Inscribed) in al-Lauh al-Mahfuz (Quran, The eee 


(ie tneemec once, 4h “By the manifest Book (this Quran) 3 
(Quran, Constellations 85: 21-22) that makes things clear. We sent it (this 
| Quran) down on a blessed night.” 


(Quran, Smoke 44: 2-3) 


(Quran, The Poets 26: 192-194) 
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Preservation of the Quran 


The Quran is unchanged and remains in its 
Original language, without the revision, addition 
or omission of a single letter since the time of 
Prophet Muhammad (=). The Quran is unique 
in this way. Allah, The Guardian, has perfectly 
preserved the Quran and guaranteed it from 
corruption until the end of time. 


The Quran is regarded not just by Muslims 
but also by historians of religion, as the most 
authentic religious text among the world’s 
religions. None of the other revealed books have 
reached us in their original form or language. 
Some of them, like the scrolls that were revealed 
through Abraham (<3), have not reached us 
at all. Over the course of time, parts of other 
scriptures were rewritten or removed, distorting 


their message. 


Mechanism of Preservation - Memorisation 


Throughout the centuries the mechanism of 
preservation has been two fold: memorisation 
and writing. Whenever a verse of the Quran 
was revealed, Prophet Muhammad (&:) would 
be divinely caused to memorise it. He would 
then convey the message to his companions, 
many of whom would also instantly memorise it 


by heart. 


The people of Arabia had been blessed with 
the capacity to memorise thousands of poetic 
lines. Common villagers were able to remember 
by heart their genealogies and those of their 
families and even those of their horses! 


This power to memorise was well utilised for 
the conservation and protection of the Quran. 
The result today is that the Quran exists as an 
unbroken chain of oral transmission back to 
Prophet Muhammad (25). 


“And We have made the 
Quran easy to understand and 


remember” 
(Quran, The Moon 54: 22) 


“Do they not Ponder over 
the Quran? Had it been from 
any other than Allah, surely 
there would have been many 

contradictions in it.” 


(Quran, Women 4: 82) 


Opposite page: There are six basic styles of Arabic scrip! 
Pp pag ; 

thulth, muhaqqaq, tawqt, naskh, Ya) han and niga. From these man 
other forms have developed such as, mastaka, shikaste, a 


talig, ijaze and rug'a, maghribi, sudani and andalust. 


Far right: Decorated marker from a 15th century Quran will 
ten in India (Exhibition Islam collection). 


The Six Classical Hands 
of Arabic Script. 
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Mechanism of Preservation - Writing 


During the era of the third Caliph of Islam, Uthman 
ibn Affan (=), a definitive reference copy of the 
Quran was compiled from the original writings. 
Eight copies of the scripture were compiled and 
then sent to all provincial parts of the Islamic 
world to ensure that all copies of the Quran were 
exact. The original reference copy of the Quran, 
upon which all Quran’s are based, was retained 
in Madinah. It remained in Madinah until it was 
taken to Istanbul, Turkey, in the early part of the 
twentieth century, where it can still be viewed 
at the Topkapi museum. The results of Uthman 
ibn Affan’s (=) endeavours are clear in at least 
two ways. Firstly, every Muslim province gained 
access to the Quran and secondly, this ensured 
that the skeletal text of the Quran would not be 


altered in any way. 


Over time surface alterations such as verse 
separators began to materialise in the Quran's 
in circulation. These bore no effect on the 
pronunciation of words or the meaning of verses. 
Caliph Uthman ibn Affan (=) himself may have 
been familiar with aspects of this phenomenon; 
his decision to minimise written vowels and 
avoid the use of verse separators and dots 
was most likely meant as a deterrent to those 
who would memorise the Quran by themselves 
without proper guidance. With the passing of 
time, as Islam spread to other parts of the world, 
the inclusion of vowel marks, a dotting scheme 
and verse separators has become the norm to 
aid correct pronunciation of the Quran. 


Above: An example of a leather Quran page from a rar 
century Quran written in a hybrid Kufic-Hyyazi script Chap 


109 verse 3 to the end of chapter 111 are shown (Exhibiti 


Islam collection). 


Opposite page: The original reference Quran, compiled b 
the third Caliph of Islam, U thman ibn Affan (42), is sul 

existence today and is held at the Topkapi Museum, Turke' 
Chapter 2 (AI- Bagarah) verses 222-228 are shown. The t 
dotting scheme was most likely added at a later date. Althous 

many different font styles have been used in the Quran over th« 
centuries, to this day the Arabic itself has remained the sam 


since its’ revelation over 1,400 years ago. 


peoteel bo Lil 


Gadel yea | 
ears 


@y - L pie 


> all Tene Ww ee 


ST a MIS 1 
df le la lo sasol 
L Dehesd ook pn 


csi i ae al. jl 
Sore alee | 


(Fale 2 a0 at josatl- 


Nez 


Mechanism of Preservation - Writing 


During the era of the third Caliph of |slam, Uthman 
ibn Affan (=~), a definitive reference copy of the 
Quran was compiled from the original writings. 
Eight copies of the scripture were compiled and 
then sent to all provincial parts of the Islamic 
world to ensure that all copies of the Quran were 
exact. The original reference copy of the Quran, 
upon which all Quran's are based, was retained 
in Madinah. It remained in Madinah until it was 
taken to Istanbul, Turkey, in the early part of the 
twentieth century, where it can still be viewed 
at the Topkapi museum. The results of Uthman 
ibn Affan’s (=~) endeavours are clear in at least 
two ways. Firstly, every Muslim province gained 
access to the Quran and secondly, this ensured 
that the skeletal text of the Quran would not be 


altered in any way. 


Over time surface alterations such as verse 
separators began to materialise in the Quran's 
in circulation. These bore no effect on the 
pronunciation of words or the meaning of verses. 
Caliph Uthman ibn Affan (=) himself may have 
been familiar with aspects of this phenomenon; 
his decision to minimise written vowels and 
avoid the use of verse separators and dots 
was most likely meant as a deterrent to those 
who would memorise the Quran by themselves 
without proper guidance. With the passing of 
time, as Islam spread to other parts of the world, 
the inclusion of vowel marks, a dotting scheme 
and verse separators has become the norm to 
aid correct pronunciation of the Quran. 
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Above: An example of a leather Quran page from a rar 
century Quran written in a hybrid Kufic-Hijazi script. ¢ hapt 
109 verse 3 to the end of chapter 111 are shown (J xhibitios 


Islam collection). 


Opposite page: The original reference Quran, compiled 
the third Caliph of Islam, Uthman ibn Affan (<7), 15 still | 
existence today and is held at the Topkapi Museum, 


Chapter 2 (Al-Baqarah) verses 222-226 are shown. The re 
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since its’ revelation over 1,400 years ago. 


| & 


-_ 


b a_'L. 
ovine Jl 


ws * —— 


2» DS Lat Of 
pio 2 pall @ tbs oe al] Ls 
Ll, 9 le jlo saul atc p—s a) ons 


Lise lo » page FP aes = | 
S 


- a 
oe = 


a. 


eo - — 
ss ans -——_———_— = 


—_—— Ss. ...- 
@ 2 2 kes 


NN 
= = 
- ee = 


a ne 


~—e eee 
_— rg 


~ > 
—_—— 


~— o> _——"s =soe 


Se ee 
— te 
——s —— 


| 
| 


. 
| 
| 


st, 


Above: A fine example of a 15th cenrury Quran handwnt 
during the Timurid/Saffavid period (Exhibition Islam co! 


tion). 
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Above: The development of Quranic reading aids through the ages. Although the font type used today may have developed 
time tO make the Quran easier tO read, the actual Arabic words hav C remained the samc, All four lragmenr: are the Same 
“Surely We have revealed the Reminder and We will most surely be its guardian.” (Ouran, Stoncland 15:9}, The LOP? triost Oe viet: 
from the Quran is from the early Islamic period and lacks skeletal dots and vowel markings. The second, third and fourth ines » 
the addition of reading aids to help correct pronunciau0on The reading ids have no Impact on the meaning of the wrrs, © 
a, — E have remained the same for over 14 centuries (adapted from the cover of Professor Muhammad AlL-Azami’s monumental work, | 
. i - Above: A folio wntten around 800 years ago in Maghribi | History of The Quranic Script from Revelation to Compilation, A comparative study with the Old and Naw Testament, UNS \slarmic Acaderay, 20 
Be, 168 
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Quranic script from North Africa. 


Divine Protection 


Islam holds that the Quran is divinely protected 
by the Creator and has remained preserved in its 
true original form since its revelation over 1,400 
years ago. This is evidenced by the existence 
of original Quranic manuscripts dating back to 
the very first time it was compiled. When historic 
Quranic manuscripts dating back to its revelation 
in the 7th century are compared to the Quran 
that is available today, they show that the Quran 
has not changed. Remarkably, there is not even 
one letter, let alone one word, missing or out of 
place when compared to the original. 


Muslims believe that no one can forge even a 
Small part of the Quran and that no alterations 
can appear in it. This is because Allah has 
not allowed the Quran to be tampered with or 
contaminated in anyway. The Quran is Allah's 
¥ final book for all of humanity until the Day of 
Judgment. No new Prophet or Messenger will 
be sent in the future. If Allah had not protected 
the Quran, it would never have reached us In its 


Original form. 
No Versions of the Quran 


Although there are numerous translations In 
English and in many other languages, these are 
neither the Quran nor a version of the Quran, 
they are only ‘translations of the meaning. 
There are no alternative versions of the Quran. 
It exists only in the pure Arabic form in which it 


was revealed. 


Free of Corruption and Distortion 


For Muslims, it is a miracle that the Noble Quran 
has remained unchanged and unaltered and 
it shall remain so. For Allah has taken it upon 
Himself to protect it. It says in the Quran: 


“Then do they not reflect upon the Quran? 
If it had been from (any) other than Allah, 
they would have found within it 
much contradiction.” 


(Quran, Women 4: 82 


Above: A page from a 7th century Quran attributed to Ali bit 


—_— : - ~ yo} . ; ITA 
\bi Talib (=), who was the cousin of the Prophet Muhamma 


#5) and the fourth of the rightly guided Caliph’s of Islam 


Opposite page: A Quranic manuscript dating back to the } 
century. Hand written in elegantly flowing Kutic Arabic scrip 
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“Surely We have revealed the Reminder 
(the Quran) and We'willimost surely be 
its Guardian’ 


th) 


(Quran, The Rocky Tract 15: 9) 


THA 


evilhe _ —— 
CLC Cer c- FLO 


SSS —_ ._ <_ 


fof—. 2 
Pt? SSS ain LFS |55 =F 


pos Rerpedes 

ip OAOSG Se hen 
Ee 54 NS SWES 4 

go CAN S24 
Lg ase 4] 


Gist \ Pare tr: 
eines Gc 


%p7 J Lie aaa. « 


— e 7 y 
ve | 


pe | 


a 
ios ee $$$ $$. Fp 


i= 


. —f Re 
AGS 


. 


AAG 2%) 113 
omg) eS 
~f Bere le . 


Ys 


‘. A ae 
4 eu at ap 
A serene 


_ 
= 


What Does The Quran Say? 


An Invitation 


The Quran does not conform to the normal form, 
style or structure contained in other books. It 
deals with man and his ultimate purpose in life. 
It contains principles, doctrines and guidance in 
every sphere of human life. It narrates stories of 
the previous Prophets, lays down social obliga- 
tions and economic laws, covers a wide range 
of sciences from egyptology to embryology and 
contains vivid descriptions of heaven and hell. 
In short the Quran invites man to accept Allah 
Spiritually as well as intellectually and to worship 
Allah alone. 


“O you who believe! answer (the call of) 
Allah and His Messenger when he calls you 
to that which gives you life; and know that 
Allah intervenes between man and his heart 

and that to Him you shall be gathered.” 


(Quran, Spoils of War, 8: 24) 


The invitation to reflect on Allah's signs present 
in creation is well pronounced throughout the 
Quran. The Quran condemns dogmatic and un- 
verified convictions. 


“And follow not that of which you have not 
the knowledge; surely the hearing and the 
sight and the heart, all of these, shall be 
questioned about that.” 


(Quran, The Night Journey, 17: 36) 


The teachings of the Quran cover life, death and 
the life after death. It contains Allah’s law: the 
rituals and practices of worship and the means 
to attain nearness to Allah and righteousness by 
enjoining good and forbidding evil. The Quran 
consistently offers firm and clear answers and is 
not concerned with partial solutions. 


“Those who follow the Messenger, the 
unlettered prophet, whom they find written 
in what they have of the Torah and the 
Gospel, who enjoins upon them what is 
right and forbids them what is wrong and 
makes lawful for them the good things and 
prohibits for them the evil and relieves them 
of their burden and the shackles which 
were upon them. So they who have believed 
in him, honoured him, supported him and 
followed the light which was sent down with 
him, it is those who will be the successful.” 


(Quran, The Heights 7: 15/7 


Tawheed 


(to worship Allah alone) 


Commandments 
Advice 


Prohibitions 
Warnings 


Rewards & Punishments 
Paradise & Hell 


Basic Beliefs 
Laws 


Previous Prophets 
Previous Books 


Past History 
Future Prophecies 


signs of Creation 
Allah's Mercy 


The Final Prophet 


(Muhammad £5) 


4 | ‘ er - 
4 We 
‘ y = — . bl ’ _ e 
7 e 


176 


a 


— 4 


=e > 


Scientific Phenomena 


The idea of reading, reflecting and verifying 
Allah’s revelation is unique to the Quran 

a single verse of the Quran has been prover 
to contradict the established facts of science 
In the past the Quran has pointed out many 
scientific and historical facts which were not 
only unknown, but could not even have been 
contemplated at the time 


“We will show them Our signs in the 
horizons and within themselves until it 
becomes clear to them that it is the truth. 
But is it not sufficient concerning 
your Lord that He is, over all 
things, a Witness?” 


(Quran, Ha-Meem 41: 53) 


The Quran also describes past events and 
areas of knowledge which were totally unknown 
in Arabia at the time. All the Quranic facts 
have turned out to be absolutely true. Prophet 


Muhammad (£5) is described in the Quran as 
follows: 


“And you were never able to recite any 
book before this Book (Quran), nor are you 
able to write, for then those who follow 
would have doubted.” 


(Quran, The Spider 29: 48) 


Opposite page: An oil lamp illuminating a page of the Quran 
Muslims regard the (Quran as literally the Ope ‘ken Wordof Allah” 
\s the Quran IS Meant to be read. underst ¢ ye and implement d. 
Muslims usually read some of the Quran as part of their daily 
routine. Moreoy 18 the act of recitation ina melodi US VOICE? Is 
itself regarded as an act of worship, so most Muslims wall also 


try to learn and memorise parts or the complete Quran by heart 


Left: Section from a 15th century handwritten Quran scroll 
trom [E:x/ibition Islam's Middle Eastern collecnon (dimensions 
4.4 cm wide and 740 cm long). 
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Historically, the Arabs of the 6th and /th 
centuries were masters of language; eloquence 
and rhetoric were their lifeblood. The liveliness 
that marked their gatherings, the gaiety of their 
fairs and the virtues of which they boasted all 
found their expression through poetry and 
literature. They were so proud of their literary 
accomplishments that they contemptuously 
dubbed all the non-Arab peoples of the world as 
“Dumb” (Ajam in Arabic). It was in this climate 
that Prophet Muhammad (2) presented before 
them an oration andf declared it to be the Word 
of Allah. 


Such a proclamation was no ordinary thing. 
It came from a person who had never learnt 
anything from the renowned poets and scholars 
of the time, had never recited even a single 
piece of poetry in their congregations and never 
attended the company of soothsayers. And far 
from composing any poetry himself, he did not 
even remember the verses of other poets. 


The challenge of the Quran was therefore, the 
greatest challenge to their literary prowess and 
to their pagan creed and beliefs. When the Arab 
orators and poets were faced with the Quran 
they were silenced. Not a soul stepped forward 
to accept the challenge laid down by the Quran, 
which was issued in three stages; |) to produce 
an entire book like the Quran; ii) to produce ten 
chapters like the Quran; ili) to produce just a 
single chapter. None of these challenges were 
met. It is worth noting that the shortest chapter 
of the Quran (108) Is just three verses long, 


Instead of meeting the Quran's challenge by 
composing a few verses similar in nature to 
the Quran, Prophet Muhammad (2) was called 
insane, a sorcerer, a poet and a soothsayer. To 
this day no one has met the challenge of the 
Quran, although there have been many attempts 
throughout history to do so. 


“And if you are in doubt 
about what We (Allah) have 
sent down upon Our Servant 
(Muhammad), then produce 
a chapter the like thereof and. 
call upon your witnesses other a 
than Allah, if you should — 

be truthful.” 
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Background: High speed photography captures the moment 
a drop of water impacts on a surface. For Muslims, Allah, is 
the Creator of the Universe and has unlimited knowledge of 


everything, The Quran says; 


“And if all the trees on earth were pens and the ocean 
(were ink), with seven oceans behind it to add to its 
(supply), the words of Allah would not be 

mhaustedsfor Allah is Exalted in Power, 
TLL Of WISAOM.” pp 
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Quran’s Structure & Language 


In the month of Ramadan during the last year 
of his life, Prophet Muhammad (%) recited the 
Quran twice behind the Angel Gabriel, in the 
order that it exists today. The verses of the 
Quran were not arranged in order of revelation or 
by subject matter. Many of the later revelations 
were placed at the beginning whilst the earlier 
Makkan chapters were placed at the end of the 
Quran. 


Division into Chapters and Verses 


Structurally, the Quran is divided into chapters 
(Surahs) and verses (Ayahs). The Arabic 
word, Ayah actually means ‘miracle’ or ‘sign 
emphasising that the sentences are not just 
verses of some poem but each phrase is a sign 
from the Almighty Creator. Each of the Qurans 
114 chapters are given a title according to its 
contents. There are other useful divisions of the 
Quran. for example the 30 equally sized ‘parts 
called Juz, or 7 equally sized parts called Manzil. 
These divisions are helpful for memorisation 
and for those who wish to complete recitation of 
the Quran in a month or in a week. 


“And (it is) a Quran which We have 
separated (by intervals) that you might 
recite it to the people over a prolonged Above: A 9th century Quran manuscript hand writte! 

period. And We have sent it down elegant Kufic style. The end of chapter 9? (Repentance and | 

progressively. beginning of chapter 10 (Jonah) Is s 


, (Maktabat al-Jami al-Kabir, San‘a’, Yemen). 
(Quran, The Night Journey: 105-107) 
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The Quran’s Beautiful Language 


Usually a different style of writing is adopted 
when writing a speech, literary prose or acad- 
emic article. The amazing fact about the Arabic 
of the Quran is that it combines all three styles. 
The Quran contains powerful oration, eloquent 
words and the weight of an academic piece, 
resulting in a unique text. It is also accessible 
to people of all backgrounds and abilities. From 
rustic villagers, to educated persons, learned 
scholars and experts in science, its unique 
style captures them all. Its ability to penetrate 
the innermost soul and to bring comfort and 
peace, represents one of the most outstanding 
properties of the Quran. 


There is a tendency in Arabic poetry and prose 
to exaggerate facts to such an extent that 
they become obscured. The Quran, however, 
iS unique in that it does not follow the normal 
pattern of Arabic poetry and prose. The flow of 
the Quran is not interrupted by the repeated 
detail contained in many of its verses. In fact 
part of the beauty of the Quran can be attributed 
to its precise detail and accuracy. 


“And We have revealed to you, 

(O Muhammad), the Book in truth, 
confirming that which preceded it of the 
Scripture and as a criterion over it. So judge 
between them by what Allah has revealed 
and do not follow their inclinations away 
from what has come to you of the truth. 


(Quran, The Table Spread 5: 48) 
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A Pinnacle of Literary Excellence 


it is regarded as the most eloquent piece of Arabic literature in 
ayistence. It has a style like no other work in the Arabic language, 
a style that cannot be reproduced. The Quran treats with the height 
of eloquence those topics to which the human mind could not give 
literary beauty, whatever may be tried to achieve it. For example, 
the law of inheritance can be a dry and intractable subject that It Is 
impossible to create any rhythm and literary elegance while dealing 
with it. Yet the Quran deals with this type of subject in such a beautiful 
and awe-inspiring manner that people can feel deeply moved. No 
human being has ever composed a book that discusses such diverse 
topics in a language with so much rhythm, beauty and style. 


A Living Language 


The Quran is still read and understood in the language in which it 
was revealed more than 1,400 years ago. Not a single Arabic word, 
phrase or idiom of this revealed Book has become obsolete or has 
lost Its original meaning. As the word ‘Quran’ means ‘recitation’, this 


alludes to the fact that it is a recitation alive upon the tongues, hearts 
and limbs of its people. 


nthe name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful 


“Alif Lam Meem. 


those who fear Allah; 


the Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to 


delieve in the Unseen, are steadfas st in prayer and 
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end out of what We have provided for them; 


| pe ee in the Revelation sent to you and sent 
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n (true) guidance, from their Lord and it is these 
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Quran’s Rhythmic Style 


The Quran is like no other book that any man has 
written. It is easier to follow and understand it if 
one accepts it as the word of Allah. Whereas, it is 
far more difficult to read if one has preconceived 
ideas about human literary style. Some people 
however, are instantly moved by the teachings 
of the Quran. 


The Quran follows no set rules of any type of 
poetry, yet it somehow has an infinitely more 
rhythmic and appealing elegance than any 
poem or musical score. It is difficult to describe 
the sounds and rhythm used in the Quran. 
However, the effect that the Quran has on people 
is undeniable. Whoever recites it according to 
its rules or hears its proper recitation is instantly 
moved by it. 


Inimitability 


All of the verses of the Quran are uniformly 
eloquent, beautiful and impressive. History 
bears testimony to the fact that it is not humanly 
possible to write a book of over 6,000 verses 
with such superbly sublime diction and absolute 
command of the language. 


Say, “If mankind and the jinn gathered in 
order to produce the like of this Quran, they 
could not produce the like of it, even if they 

were assistants to each other.” 


(Quran, The Night Journey 17: 88) 


Above: A 13th century African Maghribi/ Andalusian Qura 


leaf illuminated with gold. 


Following pages: Dating back to around 1780 this beauu! 
Afghan Quran, handwritten in Nask/z style Arabic script, | 
a Farsi translation in red ink. The English translation of thi 


Arabic is given on the left. 


The Most Memorised Book in the World 


Another divine feature of the Quran is its capability of being completely 
memorised in full, including millions of people who do not understand 
the Arabic language. In fact the Quran is the most memorised book 
in the world. 


An Ocean of Knowledge 


The Quran is like a vast ocean. Children collect pebbles and shells 
from its shores. The scholars and thinkers, like pearl divers, take 
from it the most advanced philosophy, wisdom and rules of a perfect 
way Of living. 


Itis also the most explained book in history with thousands of volumes 
elucidating on its many wonders. Commentaries such as Jafseer al- 
Tabari (30 volumes), Tasfeer Al-Qurtubi (20 volumes) and Jafseer 
lon Kathir (4 volumes) are renowned worldwide as classical works Of 
Arabic literature. 


In the Name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. 


“By those (angels) lined up in rows 
And those who drive (the clouds) 
And those who recite the message, 
indeed, your God is One, Lord of the heavens and the 
earth and that between them and Lord 
of the sunrises. 
Indeed, We have adorned the nearest heaven with an 
adornment of stars 
And as protection against every rebellious devil 
(So) they may not listen to the exalted assembly [of 
angels] and are pelted from every side, 
Repelled; and for them is a constant punishment, 
Except one who snatches (some words) by theft, but 
they are pursued by a burning flame, 
piercing (in brightness). 

Then inquire of them, (O Muhammad), “Are they a 
stronger (or more difficult) creation or those (others) 
We have created?” Indeed, We created men 
from sticky clay. 

But you wonder, while they mock, 

And when they are reminded, they remember not. 
And when they see a sign, they ridicule 

And say, “This is not but obvious magic. 
When we have died and become dust and bones, are 
we indeed to be resurrected? 

And our forefathers (as well)?” 

Say, Yes and you will be (rendered) contemptible.” 
It will be only one shout and at once they 
will be observing. 

They will say, “O woe to us! This is the 
Day of Recompense.” 

(They will be told), “This is the Day of Judgement 
which you used to deny.” 


(Quran, Drawn up in Ranks 37: 1-21) 


Following page: Everything in the Universe glorifies and 
eybmits to the will of the Creator, Allah. Delicate goatsbeard 


seedheads pr yvide the background for the translation o! the 


Quranic chapter ‘The Ornaments of Gold’. 
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In the Name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. 


“By those (angels) lined up in rows 
And those who drive (the clouds) 
And those who recite the message, 
Indeed, your God is One, Lord of the heavens and the 
earth and that between them and Lord 
of the sunrises. 
Indeed, We have adorned the nearest heaven with an 
adornment of stars 
And as protection against every rebellious devil 
(So) they may not listen to the exalted assembly [of } 
angels] and are pelted from every side, A 
Repelled; and for them is a constant punishment, 
Except one who snatches (some words) by theft, but 
they are pursued by a burning flame, 
piercing (in brightness). 

Then inquire of them, (O Muhammad), “Are they a 
stronger (or more difficult) creation or those (others) 
We have created?” Indeed, We created men 
from sticky clay. 

But you wonder, while they mock, 

And when they are reminded, they remember not. 
And when they see a sign, they ridicule 
And say, “This is not but obvious magic. 
When we have died and become dust and bones, are 
we indeed to be resurrected? 

And our forefathers (as well)?” 

Say, Yes and you will be (rendered) contemptible.” 
It will be only one shout and at once they 
will be observing. 

They will say, “O woe to us! This is the 
Day of Recompense. 

(They will be told), “This is the Day of Judgement 
which you used to deny.” 


(Quran, Drawn up in Ranks 37: 1-21) 


Following page: Everything 1n the Universe glorifies and 
eubmits to the will of the Creator, Allah. Delicate goatsbeard 
ground for the translation of the 


seedheads provide the back 


Quranic chapter ‘The Ornaments of Gold’. 
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Chapter 9 
scientific Signs 
IN The Quran 
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“Have you not seen 
how Allah merges 
the night into the ¢ 
and merges the day 
into the night.” = 4 


ea 
(Quran, Lugman 31: 2) ee 
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Introduction 


Muslims view the Quran as the final revelation 
from the Creator to mankind. It was revealed 
during the early part of the 7th century to Prophet 
Muhammad (&), who is regarded as the fast 
Prophet and Messenger sent by Allah. Although 
not a scientific reference, the Quran contains an 
abundance of scientific information that was not 
known to man at the time of revelation, simply 
because the technology was not available in 
the 7th: century to verify it. Remarkably, the 
information contained within the Quran has 
proven to be accurate. 


“Quranic verses include information on topics 


such as astronomy and embryology, conveyec 
in a simple and comprehensive manner. The 
information contained in the Quran provides 
further overwhelming evidence that a human 
being did not author it. Furthermore, the Quran 
can be regarded as a ‘book of signs. It provices 
an insight into the workings of nature. The study 
of the natural world and the ‘signs in the Quran 
lead us to conclude thatthe Universe was createc 
by an All-Knowing and All-Powerful Creator 
These ‘signs’ which guide the reader to the path 
of discovery and deeper understanding of the 
sciences has provided enormous inspiration to 
Muslims for centuries. Muslim scientists have 
made ground-breaking contributions to the 
sciences and arts. The extent of this contribution 
to world civilisation was so great that it inspired 
the scientific renaissance of ‘Dark age’ Europe 
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(Quran, Lugman 31: 29) 


Introduction 


Muslims view the Quran as the final revelation 
from the Creator to mankind. It was revealed 
during the Early part of the 7th century to Prophet 
Muhammad (2), who is regarded as the last 
Prophet and Messenger sent by Allah. Although 
not a scientific reference, the Quran contains an 
abundance of scientific information that was not 
Known to man at the time of revelation, simply 
because the technology was not available in 
the 7th: century to verify it. Remarkably, the 
information contained within the Quran has 
Proven to be accurate. 


Quranic verses include information on topics 


such as astronomy and embryology, conveyed 
IN a simple and comprehensive manner The 
information contained in the Quran provides 
further Overwhelming evidence that a human 
being did not author it. Furthermore. the Quran 
can be regarded as a book of signs.’ it provides 
an insight into the workings of nature. The Study 
of the natural world and the ‘signs’ in the Quran 
lead us toconclude thatthe Universe was created 
by an All-Knowing and All-Powerful Creator 
These ‘signs’ which guide the reader to the path 
0) j discovery and deeper understanding of the 
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Astronomy in the Quran : : 3 Sor wae. : 9 e . : Fae 
The Origin of the Universe as One Entity ty ahha 
Today, there are various theories that explain : 
the existence of the beginning of the universe. . : 
in the Quran, revealed to the Blessed Prophet 
Muhammad (&:) over 1,400 years ago, we - 
are given a ciue to the possible beginnings. : ee ge Feat | = |. a4 
The Quran states that the heavens and the | : 7 a | : | | | 2 | 


Earth were one connected entity, which were 
separated from each other. 


“Have not those who disbelieved known 
that the heavens and the Earth were one ; : | 4 | 

connected entity, then We = peas . 
separated them?” ) | . . | + 


(Quran, The Prophets 21: 30) 


Beginning of the Universe as a Gaseous 
Mass 


The Quran also refers to the heavens as ‘smoke’ 
This suggests that the heavens, which includes 
the galaxies, stars and planets, were nothing 
but a cloud of smoke or a highly dense and hot 
gaseous mass. It is now possible for scientists 
to observe new stars forming out of remnants of 


that smoke’. 
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Opposite: One of the many wonders of creation and arguably 
| > 


the most famous dark nebula tn the night sky. the Horse Head 


Nebula. Located in the Onion constellation 1,500 light vears 


from Earth, it is part of a swirling cloud of dark dust and | va ’ 66 
gases, which ts approximately 3.5 light years wide and shaped h " 
ee _ Then He (Allah) turned to the — 
he . f 
NS when it was smoke...” _| 


like a horse’s head (hence its name 
first discovered in 1888 on a photographic plate taken at the 


Harvard College Observatory. The red glow originates from 


hydrogen gas predominant behind the nebula. ionized by the 
nearby bricht star Sioma Onrionits. Bright spots in the Horse Head 

N« bula’s bas¢ are yvOuny Stars [UST 10 the pr cess ot forming : | 
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The Heavens, the Earth and Matter in 
Between 


“And among His Signs.’ --. 
is the creation of the 

heavens and the earth 
and the variations in. a 


: 


The Quran also mentions the existence of an 
. intermediate creation between the Heavens and 
the Earth. 


= “Allah is the One Who created the Heavens 
and the Earth and all that is between them 
in six days (periods of time).” 


your languages and your * «=~ 
colours; verily inthat are © 
Signs for those ~ = 
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al (Quran? The Romans: 


(Quran, The Criterion 25; 59) 


The existence of an intermediary creation would 
appear to correspond with the modern discovery 
of nebulae (clouds of gas and dust). In fact the 
voids which separate the stars in our Galaxy are 
not actually empty at all, there is diffuse gaseous 
matter everywhere. 
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Appointed term for the heavens 
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> ae oo ae a ght 
: a: at . “Sas ee The Quran highlights that the Sun and Moon 
: 7 ie = ~. have a limited existence in the following verse: 
“...God subjected the Sun and the Moon: 
a : each one runs its course to an 
cs. appointed term...” 
A y ts + ; (Quran, The Thunder 13: 2) 
F<: P wat ease Billions of stars shine out from the | | | | | 
. oe Sp ne oes (M51), each one glorifying the Scientists predict that the Sun's hydrogen will 
a : i es K iste 7 verse inits own unique way: Located Start to become exhausted after 5 billion years. 
Ros ® Fite Serer PES . : million light-years When allofthe Sun Ss nuclear energy is exhausted 
ra “ galaxy is interacting v af a Rae large spiral it will collapse into a small dense Star of the type 
S195;GgHO) The spical are COATED BEE Wee known as a white dwarf. In the final stage, the 
pink starbir >” are studded with Sun will become a ‘black dwarf’ radiating no 
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light or heat. The main point to be noted from 
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is the creation of the 
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The Heavens, the Earth and Matter in 
Between 


The Quran also mentions the existence of an 
intermediate creation between the Heavens and 
the Earth. 


“Allah is the One Who created the Heavens 
and the Earth and all that is between them 
in Six days (periods of time).” 


The existence of an intermediary creation would 
appear to correspond with the modern discovery 
of nebulae (clouds of gas and dust). In fact the 
voids which separate the stars in our Galaxy ares 
not actually empty at all, there is diffuse gaseouss 
matter everywhere. 


Appointed term for the heavens 


The Quran highlights that the Sun and Moon 
have a limited existence in the following verse: 


“...God subjected the Sun and the Moon: 
each one runs its course to an 
appointed term...” 


(Quran, The Thunder 13: 2) 


scientists predict that the Sun’s hydrogen will 
Start to become exhausted after 5 billion years. 
When allofthe Sun's nuclear energy is exhausted 
it will collapse into a small dense star of the type 
known as a white dwart. in the final stage, the 
Sun will become a_ black dwarf’ radiating no 
light or heat. The main point to be noted from 
the above description is not the appointed time 
before the Sun and the Moon run its course but 
of the limited existence of the Sun and the Solar 


System. 
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The Formation re) j Multiple Worlds Background: View froma particle of light travelling at 186,282 
miles per second from the outer rim of our Galaxy. Distances 
are so phenomenal that even at the speed of light it will still rake 
another fifty thousand years before the light particle reaches 


planet Earth on the other side of the Galaxy. 


According to modern science there is a strong 
possibility that the initial formation of the 
Universe resulted in the formation of multiple 
worlds. Over one thousand four hundred years 
ago, the Quran already gave us this notion as in 
the following verse: 


Galaxies are huge gravitational bound systems of stars, 
interstellar gas and dust, plasma and (possibly) unseen dark 
matter. Typical galaxies contain 10 million to one trillion stars, 
all orbiting a common centre of gravity. In addition to single 
Stars and a tenuous interstellar medium, most galaxies contain a 
large number of multiple star systems and star clusters as well 
.~ .. as various types of nebulae. Most galaxies are several thousand 
| to several hundred thousand light years in diameter and are 
usually separated from one another by distances on the order 
of millions of light years. ae 


“Praise be to Allah, the Lord of 
all the Worlds.” 


(Quran, The Opening 1: 2) 


The Expanding Universe 


Our solar system is located in the Milky Way, a barred spiral 

galaxy with a diameter estimated at about 100,000 light years 

containing approximately 200 billion stars. The galaxy is a spiral 

and our Sun resides in one of the outer spiral arms, known as 
the Orion Arm or Local Spur. 


In the 1920’s at the Mount Wilson Observatory, 
Edwin Hubble (1889 to 1953) used the 100- 
inch Hooker telescope to show that there were 
celestial bodies lying beyond our own Galaxy 
and that these were receding from us. This led 
to further support for the idea that the Universe 
was expanding. However, the Quran, revealed 
centuries earlier, has already mentioned these 
recent findings by scientists, telling us that the 
Universe is expanding all the time. 


Allah the Creator, has placed our solar system in a very 
remarkable orbit between the spiral arms well outside the star- q 
encrusted Galactic centre. The radiation from supernovae in 
the spiral arms could theoretically sterilise planetary surfaces, 
ending the existence of all life. 


“And the heaven We 
(Allah) constructed with- 
strength and indeed, We 

are (its) expander.” 


(Quran, The Winnowing Winds 51: 47) 
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The Sun and the Moon 


The Sun is a massive thermonuclear reactor 
generating a tremendous amount of light and 
heat with a core temperature of approximately 10 
million degrees. The Moon, on the other hand, 
IS a smail inert body, which reflects the light of 
the Sun. The fine distinction between the Sun 
and the Moon was unknown in the 7th century. 
It was thought that the Sun was the greater light 
which lit up the day and that the Moon was the 
lesser light which lit up the night. This indeed is 
how the Sun and the Moon were described in 
books before the Quran. 


The simplicity and comprehensive detail of the 
Sun and the Moon in the Quran is astounding. It 
describes the Sun as a torch (Siraj) and a blazing 
lamp (Wahhaj) ie. a source of generated light, 
whilst the Moon is described as a light (Nur). It 
has now been discovered that, this is the true 
nature of the Sun and Moon as first revealed in 


wthe Quran. 


Right: The average distance from the Moon to the Earth 1s 
384.403 kilometres (238,857 miles). The Moon’s diameter 1s 
3,476 kilometres (2,160 miles) which 1s about 3.7 times smaller 
than the Earth, making it the Solar System’s fifth largest moon, 
in both diameter and mass, and ranking behind Ganymede, 


Titan, Callisto and Io. Sunlight reflected from the Moon’s 


surtace reaches Earth in 1.3 seconds. 


Opposite page: While the Sun ts an average sized star with 
a near-perfect spherical shape, it contains approximately 99% 
of the total mass of the solar system. About 74% of the Sun’s 
mass is hydrogen, 25% is helium and the rest 1s made up of 
trace quantities of heavier elements. The Sun has a spectral 
class of G2V. ‘G2’ means that it has a surface temperature of 
approximately 5,500 “C, giving it a white colour. Atmospheric 


scattering causes the Sun to appear yellow to us on Earth. 
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“We (Allah) have built_above you seven strong 
heayens)and.place | | 

( heavens) and placed therein a blazing 

. lamp (Siraj).” 
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“The Sun runs its course to a settled place. 


This is the decree of the 


Almighty, the full of knowledge.” 


(Quran, Ya-Sin 36: 38) 


A Settled Place 


also mentions that the Sun is running 
Ms ire place. We know today that the Solar 
System is actually travelling in space at a speed 
of 12 miles per second towards a point situated 
near the current location of the bright star Vega 
in the constellation of Hercules Lyrae. The verse 
can also be translated as; “The Sun runs on its 
fixed course for a term’, giving us the sense that 
the Sun has limited existence. 


Bac : B; ) : ai 
: peste Miery sunset over distant mountains creates a 
Teathtak} isp]. , ity 

ee display. In Islamic tradition there are two phrases 
Most e : ’ , 

Oved by the Almighty Creator, which are light on the 


[Ongue : hat bs 
ita yet heavy on the scale of good deeds: ‘Glory be to 
Allah’ and ‘Ajj Praise is due to Him’, : 


The Orbits of the Sun and the Moon 


Today, it is common knowledge that the Moon, like 
a Satellite, orbits around the Earth. It was once 
believed that the Sun was stationary. However, 
modern science has discovered that the Sun also 
has an orbit. It is estimated that the solar system 
is between 25,000 and 28,000 light years away 
from the galactic centre. We know today that the 
Sun revolves around the centre of our Galaxy, 
taking 225 million years to complete one circular 
orbit. Remarkably, the Quran mentions both of 
the orbits of the Sun and the Moon. travelling 
with their own Motion. 


“The Sun must not catch up the Moon, nor 
does the night outstrip the day. Each one is 
travelling in an orbit with its own motion.” 


(Quran, Ya-Sin 36: 40) 


The Quran revealed this piece of information 


over 1,400 years ago. It would be centuries later 
before modern technology discovered these facts 
of the Quran. For Muslims, this provides further 
Support for the Quran’s divine Origin. The most 
widely held view during Prophet Muhammad's 
(&) time was that, the Earth must be flat and 
located at the centre of the Universe. It was further 
thought that the Sun travelled around the Earth 
once every day. So, why weren't these theories 
mentioned in the Quran if it indeed Originated 
from man. These erroneous theories existed 
for many centuries but were finally abandoned 
after the publication of Nicolaus Copernicus’ 
book ‘On the Revolutions of the Heavenly 
Spheres’ in 1543. There is also substantial 
evidence to support the notion that Copernicus 
relied heavily on the translated works of the 13th 
century astronomer Nasir al-Din al-Tusi and 
the 14th century astronomer lbn Shatir. Before 
Copernicus, these two Muslim astronomers were 
the most influential astronomers in the world. 
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The Rotation of the Day and the Night 


In the Quran, there are a number of verses that 
refer to the sequence of the night and day, yet 
no mention is made of the movement of the Sun 
around the Earth. When it is considered that the 
most widely held view at the time was that the 
Earth was the centre of the Universe and that 
the Sun moved around it, a human author of the 
Quran would not have failed to refer to the Sun's 
apparent movement around the Earth when dis- 
cussing the sequence of the night and day. 
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Background: The arth from the Moon. The | 
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Opposite Page: View of the Earth with half of the hemisphere 
In darkness, 


From lush tropical rainforests to Stark desert 
lands, lofty mountain tops to shimmering 
seashores, we find an enormous variety of 
animals and plants. The astounding diversity 
of life on Earth has enthralled and Captivated 
mankind since the beginning of creation. This 
wondrous array is reflected in many verses 
of the Quran and for Muslims it confirms the 
Magnificence and Greatness of the Creator. 
Allah. 


Plants, in particular, are the colourful garments 
of the earth and play a key role in protecting life 
on this planet. Trees, for example, cover a third 
of the Earth's surface and regulate the climate 
by absorbing carbon dioxide and releasing 
oxygen. In addition, plants provide nourishment, 
medicine, shelter, fuel and clothing to humans 
and animals alike. The presence of the 
photosynthetic pigment chlorophyll, gives plants 
their green appearance. In fact, the process of 
photosynthesis itself is further proof of a finely 
tuned biological system that shows all the 
characteristics of being created by intelligent 
design rather than having evolved through blind 


chance. 


Opposite page: Images depicting some of the divers: forn 
of vegetation mentioned in the Quran. 


Above right: The date palm, mentioned more than any ot! 
fruit-bearing plant in the Quran, is often associated wu ith Islan 
and Muslims. Throughout the month of Ramadan, date: 

a common ingredient in the Muslim diet. Grapes are als, 
mentioned in a number of Quranic verses. Although productio; 
and consumption of wine is not allowed in Islam, the cultivar; 


of grapes as a food source is perfectly legitimate. 


Above left: Olives have been mentioned seven times in th. 
Quran and their health benefits have been stated by the Propnhe: 
Muhammad (&). The olive, like the date, holds great valu 
ancient and modern culture. In the Mediterranean culture | 
instance, it has served as medicine and even money for « 


thousand years. 


Below right: Figs provide an excellent source of nutritio: 
have been used for many centuries to aid digestive problen 
The fig is highly symbolic in Islam as, there is a Quranic chay 
named after it. Allah says; “By the fig and the olive. And (by) 
Mount Sinai. And (by) this secure city (Makkah), We have 
certainly created man in the best of stature.” (Qura: 

Fig 95: 1-4). 


Below Left: The pomegranate is mentioned three times 11 
Quran and is considered in Islam to be a sample of one of} 
many wondrous fruits of paradise. The most fascinating a 
of the pomegranate is the structure inside the fruit. Th 
leathery skin, once removed, reveals a myriad of red jev 


juicy sacs with a fresh, sweet-sour pleasant taste 


“It is He (Allah) Who sends down rain from the skies: with it We produce vegetation 0 
all kinds: from some We produce green (crops), out of which We produce grain, heape 
up (at harvest); out of the date-palm and its sheaths (or spathes) (come) clusters of 
dates hanging low and near: and (then there are) gardens of grapes and olives and 
pomegranates, each similar (in kind) yet different (in variety): when they begin to peal 
fruit, feast your eyes with the fruit and the ripeness thereof. Behold! in these things 


there are signs for people who believe.” 


(Quran, Cattle 6: | 
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The Honey Bee 


It was once believed that worker bees were male 
soldiers and answered to a King. In 1637 how- 
ever, Richard Remnant discovered that worker 
bees were in fact females (Richard Remnant: A 
Discourse of Historie of Bees, London: Printed 
by R. Young for T. Slater. 1637). 


Over one thousand years before this discovery, 
during the 7th century when the Quran was 
revealed to Prophet Muhammad (2), Allah had 
already mentioned this fact. In the verse on the 
next page, the Quran uses a female word, ai- 
Nahi, when describing the bee (note: Arabic 
words can have male or female genders). We 
know that the Quran is referring to the worker 
bee because the bee is said to leave it’s home 
to gather food. 


The bee is also known to collect nectar from 
_ various kinds of flowers and form honey within 
_ ‘its body, which it then stores in wax cells. The 
process of honey production was discovered 
only a few centuries ago. However, a clue to 
this mechanism was given in the Quran, which 
informs us that honey is made within the bee it- 
self. Furthermore, we are now aware that honey 
has healing properties. This is also mentioned 
in the opposite verse, further highlighting the mi- 
raculous nature of the Quran. 


i te 


ce a ie ieee 
Los 


- 
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“And your Lord i inspired 
the bee (a/-Nahl), 
“Take for yourself among 


A 


the mountains, houses and 
among the trees and (in) that 
which they construct. 
Then eat from all the fruits 
and follow the ways of your 
Lord laid down (for you).” 
There emeiges from ine 
bellies a drink, varying in ~ 
polours in whic ch there is ~ 
ee Indeed 
for a people 
) give thot ight. ; 


Ss 


(Quran, The Bee 16: 68-69 


Opposite page: Honeycomb consists of rigid hexagt 
cells made largely from wax secretions from the worker 
body. They are used for rearing young and for storing por 
and honey. To make one gram of bees wax, a honey beeuit 
consume over sixteen grams of honey and an unknown am 
of pollen. Honey is made by worker bees who ingest 


aif 
from flowers, convert it into honey in special * sacs’ in th 


and place it in the cells to mature. 
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Communication Between Ants 


In the past, people would probably have 
mocked the idea that ants can communicate via 
sophisticated messages to each other. However, 
recent research has revealed that ants do in fact 
communicate. It is remarkable therefore, that in 
the verses shown opposite, the Quran reveals 
this very point. It is also Known that ant colonies 
have complex divisions of labour, composed of 
managers, supervisors, foremen, workers and 


even soldiers. 
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(Quran, The Ant 


Communication Between Ants 


In the past, people would probably have 
mocked the idea that ants can communicate via 
sophisticated messages to each other. However, 
recent research has revealed that ants do in fact 
communicate. It is remarkable therefore, that in 
the verses shown opposite, the Quran reveals 
this very point. It is also Known that ant colonies 
have complex divisions of labour, composed of 
managers, supervisors, foremen, workers and 
even soldiers. 


Above: Ants mmunicate : vy by touching various 
JTNeNCS their antennae together and indirectl\ b\ releasing 
o the surfaces on which they wall 

developed [ he cells that detect 


SETICL a antennae anda the mouth 
Opposite page: Highly magnified image of an ant covered in 
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The Source of Milk 


The first Muslim scientist to accurately describe 
blood circulation was Ibn Nafees in the 13th 
century. Over three hundred years later William 
Harvey (1628) brought this understanding to 
the Western world. These discoveries helped 
to develop our understanding of digestion. We 
Know today that food is digested in the stomach 
and intestine before being absorbed by blood 
vessels passing through the intestine. 


However, the Quran using simple language gave 
uS an indication of the mechanism of digestion. 
Before this scientific discovery was made, the 
Quran hints that between the excretions and 
the blood there is something which is used in 
milk production. This agrees perfectly with the 
fact that food is broken down in the digestive 
system and nutrients are released. Any waste 
material passes through the digestive system 
and is excreted. The nutrients are absorbed by 
intestinal blood vessels and transported to the 
mammary glands for milk production. 


“Verily, in cattle there is a 
lesson for you. We give you 
to drink of that which is in 
their bellies, from between 
excretions and blood, 
pure milk; palatable to the 
drinkers.” 


(Quran, The Bee 16: 66 


Presence of Sensory Nerves in the Skin 


Modern scientific research has shown that there 
are more pain and heat sensitive nerve endings 
in the superficial layers than in the deeper tis- 
sues of the skin (Jextbook of Medical Physiol- 
ogy, A.C. Guyton, 7th ed, W.B. Saunders Co., 
1986, p. 593). It is also known that if the skin is 
burnt completely then these nerve endings can 
be destroyed. The Quran mentions that if the 
skin is burnt through then Allah will change them 
for other skins , indicating that the sensitivity of 
the burnt skin is reduced. For Muslims, fearing 
Allan's punishment but hoping and praying for 
his mercy and forgiveness are essential compo- 
nents of belief. 
Below: Cross section through the skin. The skin is often known 
as the largest Organ in the human body. This applies to exterior 
Suitiace, as it covers the body, appearing to have the largest 
Surface area Of all the organs. Moreover, it applies to weight, 
as it weighs more than any single internal organ, accounting for 
about 15 percent of body weight. 

Free nerve 

endings 
Ruffini endings 


“Surely, those who 
disbelieved in Our signs, 
We (Allah) shall burn them 
in fire. As often as their 
skins are roasted through, 
We shall change them for 
other skins that they may 
taste the punishment. Truly, 
is Ever Most Powertul. 

All-Wise.” 


Allah 


Meissner 
corpuscle 


Sebaceous 
gland 


(Quran, Women 4: 56) 


x | - Hair 
Nerve 


Pacinian 
corpuscle 


endings Narmis 


Meissner 


Background picture: A splash crown formed by a drop of 
corpuscle 


milk; high speed photography captures the moment of impact. 
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Wind Pollination 


Between 1760 and 1766. Joseph Koelreuter 
Carried out various plant breeding experiments. 
During this period, he was the first Western 
Scientist to discover the role played by wind in 
flower pollination. However, this process was 
already familiar to Muslims over one thousand 
years before these experiments were carried 
out, as in the Quran Allah had mentioned the 
winds as ‘fertilising’. 


“And We (Allah) ~~ 
have sentthe =~ 


ee 


winds fertilising...” 


(Quran, The Rocky Tract 15:22) 


Background: As well as dispersing pollen grains, wind is 

also involved in spreading seeds. The Dandelion flower, for 

example, matures into a vlobe of fine filaments that are usually 
. . 


distributed by wind, carrying away the seed. 


Fingertips 


Fingerprints are specific to every Individual and 
were first used in Argentina in the 1890's to solve 
crime. No two persons In the world nave ever 
been known to have exactly the same fingerprint 
pattern. In the verse below, the Quran addresses 
those who say, when we die and turn to dust, 
how can Allah resurrect us?” Allah informs us 
that not only can He bring together our bones, 
but He can even reconstruct specific features 
such as the fingertips. This verse is all the more 
remarkable when one considers the fact that the 
fingertip is the place which bears a mark that is 
unique to each individual. 


“| swear by the Day of Resurrection. And | 
swear by the self-reproaching soul. Does 
man think that We shall not assemble his 
bones? Yes, We (Allah) are able to put 
together in perfect order the tips 
of his fingers” 


(Quran, The Rising 75: 1-4) 


Opposite page: A composite of a 3-D magnetic resona: 
imaging (MRI) scan (blue) of the brain, overlaid wit 
Emission tomography (PET) scan data (red/oreen 

brain activity whilst thinking about words. The brain 
from the side, with the front of the | 
tegion is in the left cerebral hemisph 
with language skills. In this test, words 
before being spoken 
active, 


rain at lett 
ere, which 
are being t 


and the frontal cortex reovion 18 mo 


The human brain is a very highly devel ped organ and one of 
the many miracles of creation. Llowever, evolutionists utt 


fail to provide a detailed 
hot only import 


eri 
description Of its Origin. The brain is 


ant as the site of reason and intelligence, it is 


the source of cognition, emoti 
forms of learning. It 


MN, Memory. motor and other 
also controls and co rdinates most sensory 
ystems, movement, beh 


aviour, heart rate. blood pressure, fluid 
balance 


and body temperature. 
I 
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The Function of the Prefrontal Area of the 
Brain 


“Let him beware! If he does not stop, 
We will take him by the Naseyah (front of 
the head), a lying, sinful Naseyah 
(front of the head)!” 


(Quran Read 065° 15- 


The verse above informs us that Allah will take 
the disobedient person physically by the front 
of the head or forelock (Naseyah in Arabic) 
and subject him to a humiliating punishment. 
The front of the head is then described as lying 
and sinful. It is interesting that the frontal area 
of the brain, known as the prefrontal cortex, 
IS involved in planning and initiating good and 
bad behaviour (see image opposite). It also 
plays a role in relation to moral conduct such 
as speaking truth or falsehood (Essentials of 
Anatomy & Physiology, R. Seeley, 2nd edition. 
Mosby-Year Book, Inc., 1996, p.211: Textbook 
of Medical Physiology, A.C. Guyton, 7th edition. 
W.B. Saunders Company, 1986, p. 656). 
Scientists started to discover the functions of 
the frontal area of the brain in the 1930’s but. 
the Creator had already given an indication of its 
function in the Quran. For Muslims this is further 
proof of the fact that no human being could have 
authored the Quran, as there were no scientific 
aids at the time of revelation to discover these 
facts. 


The Importance of Water 


It is common knowledge that cells make 
up the biological structure of all living 
things. Through modern scientific discov- 
ery, we also know that a large percentage 
of the living cell is composed of water. It 
is remarkable to read the following verse 
from the Quran, that gave mankind a clue 
to the essential role of water. 


Opposite: Forces of attraction between water molecules help 
to form drops of water on a leaf. From a biok iCal standpoint, 
the Creator, Allah, has given water many distinct properties 
that are critical for the proliferation of life. Water carries out 
this role by allowing organic compounds to react in ways that 
ultimately allows replication. It is a good solvent and has a high 
surface tension and thus allows Organic compounds and living 
things to be (ranspt rted in it. Fresh water has its yreatest dence 
under norma] atmospheric pressure at 4°C. ihearantee | 


— 


dense as ree , - 
it freezes or heats up. As a stable molecule preval 


ho 
~ 4&4 84 


in the atmosphere, it plays an important role as a vreenhouse 
gas absorbing infrared radiation without which, arth’ averag 
surface temperature would be —18°C. Water also has = 
unusually high specific heat which, allows it to play aaa eS 


in regulating global and regional climate. Water absorbs str 


ee 
S90 wa 


»7 7) 
=e & 


in the infrared portion of the light spectrum, a small amo 
visible red light is absorbed as well. resulting in a ski 
’ i 


on - 
iti ©? 


ioe ehtivy blue 
Our when seen in mass quantities such as a lake or 
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_ Egyptology in the Quran And Moses said: 
0 Pharaoh! Verily, 


Knowledge of Egyptian Hieroglyphics The Quran was revealed centuries before 


the discovery of the Rosetta stone during | 
| am a messenger 


Hieroglyphics is a System of writing which uses | 

| . time when Knowledge of ancient E 
pictures to represent words and ideas. In the hieroglyphics had been totally ote nn | 

Aes of the 3rd ancient Egyptian dynasty Striking therefore, to find an amazing degree ” 

(2650-2575 BCE), many of the principles of historical accuracy when the Quran discusses from the Lord of 


hieroglyphic writing were laid down. The writing matters relating to anci | 
remained the same for over 2000 years. The information eae In Gin 4 | 
rise of Christianity in the 2nd and 3rd centuries the story of Prophet Moses (55) and his me rm | the Wo rids ‘ 
led to the decline and eventual demise of with Pharaoh. ah ? 
hieroglyphics and of the ancient Egyptian rel- 

igion. An adapted form of the Greek alphabet 

used by Egyptian Christians also contributed to 

the widespread decline of the native Egyptian 

script. The last known use of hieroglyphics can 

be found on an inscription written in the year 

394 (The Encyclopaedia Britannica). 


ne ew oe ees ~- - 


(Quran? The’ Heights '7:104 


No one could read the ancient Egyptian form of 

writing until after the discovery of the Rosetta 

Stone in 1799, a text dating from 196 BCE. 

The Rosetta Stone provided the key to finally 

unlocking the mystery of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

The stone was inscribed in three different scripts: 

hieroglyphic, demotic and Greek. All three texts 

are identical in content. However, the most 

Significant advances in translation came from the 

section written in Greek. It was Jean-Francoise Onpusitelpareavunalharcnreao dover acrt 

Champollion’s interest in oriental languages, Pyramid’ of Giza is the largest in Egypt and one of th 

especially Coptic, which eventually led him to in the world. It is one of the Seven Wonders of the / 

decipher the writing on the Rosetta stone in was’ | 

1824. This had the effect of advancing the whole 

field of ancient Egyptology to a different level. ; | at | e.. 
The pyramids were built of brick or stone and func' 

Mence, our current understanding of ancient tombs for Pharaohs. The ancient Egyptians capped the pea : 

Egypt and the religious beliefs of the ancient their pyramids with gold and covered the facad¢ with po | 


Egyptians is based heavily on the translation 
work carried out on the Rosetta stone. 


s the “ 


World and until the Eiffel Tower was built, 1 


structure in the world. : 
: 


white limestone, though many of these stones have ! 
been removed for use in other structures over the millen 
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King or Pharaoh? 


The stories of the Prophets Joseph (55) and 
Moses (4) are told in the Quran and the Bible. 
However, there are many differences between 
the two narratives. One of these is the subtle use 
in the Quran of the words ‘King’ and ‘Pharaoh’ 
when describing the ruler of Egypt. 


Recent research shows that the Kings of Egypt 
were not always called Pharaoh, which means 
‘great house’ in ancient Egyptian. The title of 
Pharaoh was only applied to the king himself in 
the 18th Dynasty (1552 - 1295 BCE) during the 
new Kingdom (The Encyclopaedia Britannica). 


Prophet Joseph (55) is thought to have lived 
between the middie and second intermediate 
ancient Egyptian Kingdoms. During this time the 


Egyptian monarch would have been referred to 


as a King. The Quran appropriately refers to the 
ruler of Egypt at the time of the Prophet Joseph 


f(s) as a ‘King’. 


“And the king (of Egypt) said: “Verily, | saw 
(in a dream) seven fat cows, whom seven 


lean ones were devouring....” 
(Quran, Joseph 12: 43) 


Prophet Moses (53) lived during the much later 
New Kingdom, when the ancient Egyptians had 
adopted the term Pharaoh when referring to their 
ruler. It is remarkable therefore, that during the 
time of Prophet Moses (5) the Egyptian ruler is 
referred to as ‘Pharaoh’ by the Quran. 


And Moses said: “O Pharaoh! Verily, |! am a 
messenger from the Lord of the Worlds.” 


(Quran, The Heights 7:104) 


It is also noteworthy that other religious scrip- 
tures make no distinction between the title ‘King’ 
and Pharaoh. All of the Egyptian Kings are 
referred to as Pharaoh, regardless of the era 
By referring to the sovereign of Egypt who was 
a contemporary of the Prophet Joseph (4) as 
‘King (in Arabic, Malik) and addressing the mon- 
arch who ruled during the time of the Prophet 
Moses (x=) as ‘Pharaoh’ (Arabic, Fir’awn), the 
Quran retains a remarkable degree of historical 
accuracy. Bearing in mind that hieroglyphic 
writing was only deciphered in the 19th century 
the above distinction is all the more amazing 
when one considers that it was made over 
1,400 years ago when the knowledge of ancient 
Egyptian hieroglyphics had been completely 
lost. This further highlights the amazing historical 
accuracy of the Quran and utterly refutes the 
claim that the Quran was copied from any other 


religious scripture. 


Opposite page: The discovery of the Rosetta Ston 
was to provide the key to unlocking the mystery of |! 
hieroglyphics. The Stone is 114.4 centimetres high at 1 
point, 72.3 centimetres wide and 27.9 centimetres thick. W 
approximately 760 kg, it was originally thought to b 
or basalt but is currently described as granodiorite. Th 


has been kept at the British Museum in London sinc 
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Pharaoh as a ‘god’ 


Champollion’s 1824 publication on hieroglyphics 
Precis du systeme hieroglyphique’ gave birth to 
the entire field of modern Egyptology. Since then 
the world has learnt much regarding ancient 
Egyptian mythology. None has been more 
fascinating than the custom of mummification and 
the great pyramids with their treasures hidden 
deep within. Details of Egyptian religious beliefs 
are now fairly well studied. The ancient Egyp- 
tians believed that their Pharaoh was a living god, 
identifying him with their sky god Horus and with 
their sun gods, Re, Amon and Aton. Even after 
death the Pharaoh was thought to remain divine. 
becoming transformed into Osiris, the father of 
Horus. His sacred powers and position were 
Said to pass to the new Pharaoh, his son. The 
Pharaoh's divine status was believed to endow 
him with magical powers. His uraeus (the snake 
on his crown) spat flames at his enemies, he 
was able to trample thousands of the enemy on 
the battlefield and he was said to be all-powerful, 
knowing everything and controlling nature and 
fertility. He owned a large portion of Egypt and 
directed its use and he was responsible for his 
people’s economic and spiritual welfare. He also 
dispensed ‘justice’ to his subjects. His will was 
Supreme and he governed by royal decree (The 
Encyclopaedia Britannica). 


The story of Prophet Moses (=) and his meeting 
with Pharaoh in the Quran, highlights many 
aspects of ancient Egyptian religion. During the 
7th century at a time when knowledge of the 
ancient religion and history of Egypt had been 
lost. the Quran had already informed us thaf 
Pharaoh considered himself to be a god: 


“Then he (Pharaoh) gathered 
(his people) and cried aloud. 
Saying, “lam your lord. 
most high!” 


(Quran, Soul Snatchers 79:23-24 


The significance of this fact is that, details of 
ancient Egyptian mythology were Simply not 
Known in 7th century Arabia when the Quran was 
revealed. For Muslims this type of information 
further highlights the divine nature of the Quran 
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Pharaoh as a ‘god’ 


Champollion’s 1824 publication on hieroglyphics 
‘Precis du systeme hieroglyphique’ gave birth to 
the entire field of modern Egyptology. Since then 
the world has learnt much regarding ancient 
Egyptian mythology. None has been more 
fascinating than the custom of mummification and 
the great pyramids with their treasures hidden 
deep within. Details of Egyptian religious beliefs 
are now fairly well studied. The ancient Egyp- 
tians believed that their Pharaoh was aliving god, 
identifying him with their sky god Horus and with 
their sun gods, Re, Amon and Aton. Even after 
death the Pharaoh was thought to remain divine, 
becoming transformed into Osiris, the father of 
Horus. His sacred powers and position were 
Said to pass to the new Pharaoh, his son. The 
Pharaoh's divine status was believed to endow 
him with magical powers. His uraeus (the snake 
on his crown) spat flames at his enemies, he 
was able to trample thousands of the enemy on 
the battlefield and he was said to be all-powerful, 
Knowing everything and controlling nature and 
fertility. He owned a large portion of Egypt and 
directed its use and he was responsible for his 
people's economic and spiritual welfare. He also 
dispensed ‘justice to his subjects. His will was 
Supreme and he governed by royal decree (The 


Encyclopaedia Britannica). 


The story of Prophet Moses (5) and his meeting 
with Pharaoh in the Quran, highlights many 
aspects of ancient Egyptian religion. During the 
7th century at a time when knowledge of the 
ancient religion and history of Egypt had been 
lost, the Quran had already informed us that 
Pharaoh considered himself to be a god: 


“Then he (Pharaoh) gathered 
(his people) and cried aloud, 
Saying, “l am your lord, 
most high!” 

(Quran, Soul Snatchers 79:23-24) 


The significance of this fact is that, details of 
ancient Egyptian mythology were simply not 
known in 7th century Arabia when the Quran was 
revealed. For Muslims this type of information 
further highlights the divine nature of the Quran 
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Above: Ancient Egyptians regarded the Pharaoh as 
Pharaoh Rameses I] is depicted here worshipping his own 11 
Knowledge of the ancient Egypuan religion only became | 
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The Pharaoh at the ume of Prophet Moses 


(<4) regardec 
He was obsessed with trying to see t 


cte ld hi 
‘God of Moses’, so he instructed his subjects t0 build 


’ . “ ‘ tis ’ 
a high tower. The illustration shows an ancicnt gyp 
of the Universe 


himself as a ‘god’. 


structure dwarfed by the power and glory 


The Baking of Bricks in Ancient Egypt 


Continuing with the story of Pharaoh in the 
Quran, we are told in the verse below that 
Pharaoh arrogantly asks his associate Haman 
to build a lofty tower, so he can see the “God of 
Moses”. This poses an interesting new question. 
Were mud bricks ever burnt (or baked) in Egypt 
at this time? It is a well Known fact, borne out 
by archaeological research that, mud bricks 
and baked bricks were made in ancient Egypt. 
According to A.J. Spencer's, Brick Architecture 
in Ancient Egypt, the ancient Egyptians were 
aware that mud-bricks could be hardened by 
burning. However, the use of burnt brick did 
not become common until the Roman period. 
The earliest examples of Egyptians deliberately 
preparing burnt brick date from the Middle 
Kingdom. No other instances of burnt bricks 
are recorded until the time of the New Kingdom. 
The New Kingdom period of Egyptian history is 
associated with Prophet Moses (>). It is also 
believed that the art of brick making was imported 
into Egypt from Mesopotamia to produce some 
magnificent monuments. A.J Spencer writes 
‘From the foregoing, it must be concluded that 
burnt brick was known in Egypt at all periods, 
but used only when its durability would give 
particular advantage over the mud brick” (A. J. 
spencer, Brick Architecture In Ancient Egypt, 
1979, Aris & Phillips Ltd., UK). 


in the verse shown opposite the Quran also 
clearly mentions that the Egyptians at the time 
of Prophet Moses (<>) were using baked bricks 
for building. The interesting point to note here 
again is that Prophet Muhammad (£) was not 
a scholar of Egyptology or any other scientific 
subject for that matter. Furthermore, he could 
not have Known such accurate and detailed 
Knowledge of ancient Egyptian history that has 
only come to light in modern times. 


Pharaoh’s Desire to Ascend to the Sky 


As noted earlier recent findings about the mytho 

ogy of ancient Egypt have shown that Egyptians 
considered the Pharaohs to be divine beings 
It has also been discovered that the Pharaons 
believed that they could communicate with the 
gods if they climbed high towers or palaces (see 
Egyptian Magic: 1985, Aris & Phillips Ltd. (UK) & 
Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Chicago, p. 11). 


Centuries before hieroglyphs were deciphered 
and knowledge of the ancient Egyptian religion 
came to light. The Quran informed us that 
Pharaoh, ordered his close associate Haman to 
build a tower so that he could reach the “God of 
Moses’ and see Him face-to-face. Amazingly the 
Quran accurately describes another feature of 
ancient Egyptian religion which would have been 
unknown at the time of the Quran's revelation. 


Pharaoh said: “O chiefs! | know 
not that you have a god other than 
me. So kindle for me (a fire), O 
Haman, to bake (bricks out of) clay 
and set up for me a lofty tower (or 
palace) in order that | may look 
at the God of Moses; and verily, | 
think that he (Moses) is one 
of the liars.” 


(Quran, The Story 28:38 
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‘God of Moses’, so he instructed his subjects to build hin 
a high tower. The illustration shows an ancient Egype t 
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The Baking of Bricks in Ancient Egypt 


Continuing with the story of Pharaoh in the 
Quran, we are told in the verse below that 
Pharaoh arrogantly asks his associate Haman 
to build a lofty tower, so he can see the “God of 
Moses’. This poses an interesting new question. 
Were mud bricks ever burnt (or baked) in Egypt 
at this time? It is a well known fact, borne out 
by archaeological research that, mud bricks 
and baked bricks were made in ancient Egypt. 
According to A.J. Spencer's, Brick Architecture 
in Ancient Egypt, the ancient Egyptians were 
aware that mud-bricks could be hardened by 
burning. However, the use of burnt brick did 
not become common until the Roman period. 
The earliest examples of Egyptians deliberately 
preparing burnt brick date from the Middle 
Kingdom. No other instances of burnt bricks 
are recorded until the time of the New Kingdom. 
The New Kingdom period of Egyptian history is 
associated with Prophet Moses (>). It is also 
believed that the art of brick making was imported 
into Egypt from Mesopotamia to produce some 
magnificent monuments. A.J Spencer writes 
“From the foregoing, it must be concluded that 
burnt brick was known in Egypt at all periods, 
but used only when its durability would give 
particular advantage over the mud brick” (A. J. 
spencer, Brick Architecture In Ancient Egypt, 
1979, Aris & Phillips Ltd., UK). 


In the verse shown opposite the Quran also 
clearly mentions that the Egyptians at the time 
of Prophet Moses (<=) were using baked bricks 
for building. The interesting point to note here 
again is that Prophet Muhammad (=) was not 
a scholar of Egyptology or any other scientific 
subject for that matter. Furthermore, he could 


not have known such accurate and detailed 


_ knowledge of ancient Egyptian history that has 
_ only come to light in modern times. 
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Pharaoh’s Desire to Ascend to the Sky 


As noted earlier recent findings about the mythol- 
ogy of ancient Egypt have shown that Egyptians 
considered the Pharaohs to be divine beings. 
It has also been discovered that the Pharaohs 
believed that they could communicate with the 
gods if they climbed high towers or palaces (see 
Egyptian Magic: 1985, Aris & Phillips Ltd. (UK) & 
Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Chicago, p. 11). 


Centuries before hieroglyphs were deciphered 
and knowledge of the ancient Egyptian religion 
came to light. The Quran informed us that 
Pharaoh, ordered his close associate Haman to 
build a tower so that he could reach the “God of 
Moses’ and see Him face-to-face. Amazingly the 
Quran accurately describes another feature of 
ancient Egyptian religion which would have been 
unknown at the time of the Quran's revelation. 


Pharaoh said: “O chiefs! | know 
not that you have a god other than 
me. So kindle for me (a fire), O 
Haman, to bake (bricks out of) clay 
and set up for me a lofty tower (or 
palace) in order that | may look 
at the God of Moses; and verily, | 
think that he (Moses) is one 
of the liars.” 

(Quran, The Story 28:38) 


The Mystery of Haman 


In the Quranic verse shown previously, it be- 
Comes apparent that the person named ‘Haman’ 
Was someone close to Pharaoh and he was 
also in charge of building projects. Haman is 
mentioned Six times in the Quran. The question 
arises, who is Haman? Concerning the question 
of Haman, the famous French scientist and 
author, Dr. Maurice Bucaille believed that the 
only valid investigation was to ask an ancient 
Egyptian expert for his opinion about the 
presence in the Quran of this name (Maurice 
Bucaille, Moses and Pharaoh: The Hebrews in 
Egypt: 1995, NTT Mediascope Inc., Tokyo, pp. 
192-193). In his book Réflexions sur le Coran 
(1989, Seghers, Paris), Dr. Maurice Bucaille 
then narrates an interesting discussion he had 
with a prominent French Egyptologist: 


‘l have related the result of such a consultation 
that dates back to a dozen years ago and led me 
to question a specialist who, in addition, knew 
well the classical Arabic language. One of the 
most prominent French Egyptologists, fulfilling 
these conditions, was kind enough to answer the 
question. | showed him the word “Haman’ that | 
had copied exactly like it is written in the Quran 
and told him that it had been extracted from a 
sentence of a document dating back to the 7" 
century, the sentence being related to somebody 
connected with Egyptian history. He said to me 
that, in such a case, he would see in this word 
the transliteration of a hieroglyphic name but, 
for him, undoubtedly it could not be possible 
that a written document of the 7” century had 
contained a hieroglyphic name - unknown until 
that time - since, in that time, the hieroglyphs 
had been totally forgotten. In order to confirm 
his deduction about the name, he advised me 
to consult the Dictionary of Personal Names of 
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the New Kingdom by Ranke (Hermann Rank 
Die Agyptischen Personennamen. Version 
der Namen, Verlag Von J. J. Augustin in 
Gluckstadt, Band |: 1935), where | might find the 
name written in hieroglyphs, as he Nad written 
before me and the transliteration in German 


/ discovered all that had been presumed by the 
expert and, moreover, | was stupefied to read the 
profession of Haman: “The Chief of the workers 
in the stone-quarries,” exactly what could be 
deduced from the Quran. though the words of 
the Pharaoh suggest a master of construction.” 


Had the Bible or any other literary work. 
composed during a period when hieroglyphs 
could still be understood, made reference to 
‘Haman and his profession, then the presence 
of this word in the Quran might not have drawn 
special attention. The reality is that hieroglyphs 
had been fofally forgotten at the time of the 
Quranic revelation and no one could read them 
until the 19th century. Thus, the existence of the 
word ‘Haman’ in the Quran suggests a special 
reflection. There is clearly no evidence for the 
allegations that Prophet Muhammad (&:) copied 
the Bible. Such false allegations continue t 
persist and are widely circulated in the media 


1 te 
Opposite page: Hicroglyph entry for Haman’ and his 
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The Drowning of Pharaoh 


In the Quranic narration. Prophet Moses 
(<5) sets out to leave Egypt with the Children of 
Israel. However, Pharaoh could not accept their 
departure without his permission. So the Pharaoh 
followed them with his army but, they were over- 
whelmed when they attempted to cross the parted 
Sea. The Quran describes the incident as follows: 


“We took the Children of Israel across the 
sea: Pharaoh and his hosts followed them 
in insolence and spite. At length, when 
overwhelmed with the flood, he said: “I be- 
lieve that there is no god except Him Whom 
the Children of Israel believe in: | am of 
those who submit (to Allah in Islam).” 


(Quran, Jonah 10: 90) 


The verse above reveals how, at the moment 
of his imminent death Pharaoh finally repents 
and accepts the Lord of Moses. However, his 
repentance is in vain, as he is consumed by the 
sea. Furthermore, the Quranic verse opposite 
shows how, after he was drowned, Allah caused 
the lifeless body of Pharaoh to be thrown out 
onto the shore. The Children of Israel were able 
to identify him and satisfy themselves that their 
tormentor was really dead (see the Quranic 
commentaries by /bn Kathir and at-Tabari). 


The name of the Pharaoh who ruled at the time 
of Prophet Moses (5) is never given in the Qu- 
ran. Ramesses || and Merneptah are amongst 
some of the 19th Dynasty Pharaohs that have 
been suggested over the years. However, the 
evidence remains inconclusive. It is more than 
likely that the mummified remains of the Pharaoh 
lie in the Museum of Egyptian Antiquities in 
Cairo. Perhaps as the Quran had revealed over 
1,400 years ago, as a sign and a warning to 


successive generations. 
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Opposite page: The mummified remains of the 
Merneptah displayed in the Museum of Egyptian Antiqui 
Cairo. He was discovered in 1898 within the tomb of A 
hotep II (KV35) by Professor Victor Loret. Amenhote 
mummy was still located in his royal sarcophagus but € 
also proved to hold a cache of several of the most impt 


New Kingdom Pharaohs such as Thutmose IV, Ame O ¢ 


and Ramesses III. 
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The Quran and Embryology 


In the name of Allah, Most Compassionate, Most Merciful. 


“We (Allah) then placed him as a drop in a place of 
settlement firmly fixed. 


Then We made the drop into a leech-like structure: 


And then We changed the leech-like structure into 
a chewed-like substance; 


Then We made out of that chewed-like substance bones; 
Then We clothed the bones with flesh; 
Then We developed out of him another creation. 
So blessed be Allah the Best to create! 
After that, at length you will die. 


s ~ 99 | ¥ 
Again on the Day of Judgement, will you be raised up. 7 
(Quran, The Believers 23: 1 3-16 


Background: Image of an 8 week old human embryo with 
the main verses of the Quran that outline human embryonic 


development. 
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Introduction 


Of all the verses in the Quran that highlight nat- 
ural phenomena, perhaps the most fascinating 
are those that deal with the subject of human 
embryology. Ancient human writings, most 
notably those of the ancient Greek philosophers, 
Hippocrates, Aristotle and Galen, contain many 
inaccurate statements on embryology. Similarly, 
in the Middle Ages and even in more recent 
times, reproduction has been surrounded by 
myths and superstition. This is hardly Surprising, 
as embryo development is a complicated 
process. Basic sciences such as physiology 
and embryology were not developed until 
mankind possessed knowledge of anatomy and 
invented the microscope . The invention of the 
microscope in the 17th century by Leeuwenhoek, 
made it possible to observe sperm for the first 
time. However, even with this newly invented 
instrument, inaccurate conclusions were made. 
Sperm were thought to contain miniature human 
beings that grew in the womb. Human embryo 
development was not described accurately until 
the 20th century. Streeter in 19414 developed 
the first system of Staging embryo development. 
This has now been replaced by a more accurate 
system proposed by O'Rahilly (1972). 


What will surprise people is that many centu- 
ries before the invention of the microscope and 
other modern instruments, the Quran revealed 
accurate statements regarding embryology, that 
modern scientific research has only discovered 
in the last few decades. Even more remarka- 
ly, we find that the Quran contains none of the 
accurate theories held by the ancients, that 
Were popular at the time of revelation. Many 
different aspects of embryology are discussed 
IN the Quran. using simple yet comprehensive 
anguage, that is accessible to everyone regard- 
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Drawing of foetus 
in the uterus by 


Leonardo da 
Vinci, circa 1510. 


Photograph and 
drawing of a 
microscope made 
by Leeuwenhock. 


A drawing by Hartsoeker (from 
“essay de Dioptrique”, 1694, 
Paris) illustrating the pre- 
formation doctrine. The sperm 
containing a miniature human 
being was thought to enlarge and 


grow in the womb. 
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As described in the previous verse (page 232), 
embryo development in the Quran is divided 
into three main stages as outlined below. The 
Shaping stage is further divided into four distinct 
Sub-stages. 


1. Drop Stage 


2. Shaping Stages 

|) leech-like structure 

ll) chewed-like substance 
li) bone formation 

iV) clothing with flesh 


3. Growth Stage 
1. Drop Stage - Nutfah 


Human development begins at fertilisation 
when a male sperm combines with a female 
egg (ovum) to form a cell called the ‘zygote’, 
which has the form of a drop of fluid. The Quran 
describes in simple language that the basis of 
creation is a Nutfah (drop). 


In the verse opposite the Quranic term Amshaj 
means a ‘mixture’ and the whole verse refers 
to a mixture of male and female germinal fluid. 
Hence, the Quran refuted all of the earlier theo- 
ries about the beginnings of human develop- 
ment because these did not take into account 


the dual nature of fertilisation. 


Opposite page, above right: A scanning electron micrograph 
of a female ovum ready for fertilisation (x/00 magnification). 


Above Left: A scanning electron micrograph of a single sperm 
on the surface of the ovum (x7200 magnification). 


Below Left: A scanning electron micrograph of sperm clus- 
tered on the surface of a human ovum during fertilisation 


(x2000 magnification). 
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“Verily, We created 
man from a mixture of 
germinal drop 


(Nutfah Amsha))...” 


(Quran, Time 7 


bn f 


*+) 


7 ge as ass . 
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Development from Only Part of the Drop 


The Quranic verse shown opposite suggests 
that only a part of the drop (Nutfah) is involved 
in embryo formation. Remarkably, we know 
today that the embryo develops from only the 
inner cell mass, the rest becomes nutritive and 


protective in function. 
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Opposite: In a race against time 
towards the ovum. 


Trophoblast 
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human sperm swim fran: 


(Quran, He Frowned 80: 19) 


2. Shaping Stage 


After the drop stage, the Quran in chapter 23 
(The Believers), verse 14, mentions a number of 
distinct shaping stages. This period begins from 
the Srd week until the end of the 8th week of 
embryo growth and is characterised by rapid cell 
growth over four distinct sub-stages. It is notable 
that the terms used to describe the sub-stages 
are also the main characteristics of the embryo 
at that precise moment in its development. 


i) Alagah (Leech-like structure) 


The first sub-stage is termed Alaqgah and it can 
either mean a) to attach, cling or hang on to 
something (opposite image) or b) a leech-like 
structure. After twenty days, the embryo loses 
its drop-like shape as it becomes elongated and 
segmented rather like a leech (Figure 1). Both 
of these meanings describe the appearance of 
the embryo and its relationship with the womb 
with stunning precision. The embryo resembles 
a leech-like organism surrounded by fluid, that 
is attached to a host and feeds on its blood. The 
shaping stages follow in quick sequence with 
relatively little delay between them. However, 
the fairly slow change from the drop-like Nutfah 
to the leech-like A/agah is described by the use 
of the Arabic term thumma (thereafter), which 
indicates a time lag. The subtle indications of 
time frame throughout the Quranic descriptions 
of embryology point to an author who has a very 
detailed and in depth knowledge of the subject 
at hand. 


“Then (thumma) We made 
the drop into a leech-like 
Structure (Alagah)” 


(Quran, The Believers 23: 14) 
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Background: As _ indicated by the term Al 


meaning ‘to attach’ or ‘cling’, the imageysht 
blastocyst embryo about to implant on the wall of 
uterus, A blastocyst is a hollow ball of cells for 


ly\ repeated cell division soon atter an cee has f 
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embryonic development. 7 
into the wall of the uterus, it can then develop i 


new human baby during pregnancy. 
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li) Mudghah (Chewed-like Substance) In a further demonstration of an 


in depth 

knowledge of human development, the 
Around 26-27 days old, the embryo starts to accurately describes the embryos ternaiieeae 
Curve and the leech-like structure described by , 


at the Mudghah stage as being part formed and 


the word Alagah, rapidly changes into what the 


art unformed in c ilgri 
Quran describes as a Mudghah. The change : ee rNonegey 
from Alagah to Mudghah is described using the “ Than nit af - 
term fa (then) which in Arabic indicates a ais 2 8 nen Out of a chewed-like 
sequence of events. The Arabic word Mudghah substance partly formed and 
means ‘chewed-like substance or a chewed narthy rant 93 
lump”. The Quranic term is surprisingly accurate paruy Unt ormed... 
as we find that towards the end of the fourth (Quran, The Pilgrimage 22: 5) 


week the human embryo starts to resemble os 
a chewed lump of flesh. The chewed-like Again this IS a very revealing Quranic verse 
appearance results from the irregular surface 2S '!t underlines the fact that by 28 days old, 
of the embryo and the development of a set of | although the precursors of all embryonic organ 
somites which resemble teeth marks (see image  SYStems have formed, they are still undergoing 
on the opposite page). an active process of creation, SO are not yet in 
a fully functional state (ie. “partly formed and 
Verse fourteen also uses the verb Khalaga partly unformed”). When reading the remarkably 
(meaning creation, formation & initiation) to simple yet comprehensive descriptions Of 
indicate an active process of development. embryonic development presented in the Quran, 
In fact throughout the embryo there is active it is important to highlight the fact that t ere 
differentiation in almost every system during this were no microscopes or lenses available nie 
time period. 7h century when the Quran was revealed. Sc 
people could not have known that the ombry¢ 
resembles a leech and then develops into ; 
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(Quran, The Believers 23: 14) Opposite page: A photograph of a 36 day old a ‘ 
size is 6.0 mm). Note the embryo’s irregular chewed i an 
shaped appearance during the Mudghah stage of develo Phe 
The uneven surface and somites give the embryo the aps 
of a chewed substance. The partly developed limb yr 


Sie tg: g 
heart bulge can also be seen in this image. j 
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iii) /Zam (Bone Formation) 


Chapter 23 (The Believers, verse 14) continues 
by mentioning /Zam or bone formation, as the 
third shaping Sub-stage. The Quran indicates 
that out of the chewed-like Substance (Figure 
2, Mudghah) bones are formed. Again the 
use of the term fa indicates a rapid sequence 


of events. Remarkably this is exactly how the 
embryo develops in reality. During the 6th week 
of embryo development skeletal precursors 
Start to rapidly condense and transform into soft 
Skeleton (cartilage). The rapid formation of the 
Skeleton during the 6th and 7th weeks is marked 
by a very noticeable change in the embryo. The 
very irregular and curved appearance of the 
embryo gives way to a more smoother, rounded 
and straighter shape as the skeleton spreads 
and develops (Figure 3). 


Embryo Straightening 


Bearing in mind the complete lack of technology 
of any type with which to study matters related 
to embryology, in another verse the Quran uses 
the term Sawwak (meaning to straighten and 
smooth) when describing the appearance of 
the embryo after the leech-like and chewed- 
like stages. The use of this term corresponds 
with the stage of /Zam (bone formation) and 
accurately describes the embryo as it starts to 
straighten and the surface becomes more even 
and smooth. 


“Then he became leech-like and 
did Allah make him (the Mudghah). 
And then fashioned him (Sawwak 


- straightened and smoothed). 
(Quran, Resurrection 75: 38) 
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Figure 2 (above). At 5 weeks old the embryo is s 
the Mudghah stage. It has an irregular and ragged © 
C-shaped appearance. a 


Figure 3 (opposite page). The human embryo at 
7 weeks, measuring about 3cm. As the skeleton form 
muscles are laid upon the developing bones, the cc 
begins to straighten and the surface starts [0 >B¥ 
more rounded and even. The relatively large an J ro 
head assumes a more erect position upon | 
column. Most of the primitive organ systems 6 : 
appendages are formed: the arms & legs have b Pek 
retina of the eye may be seen. The large dark mass 
body cavity is the enlarged liver, which manu pe 
blood cells until the bone marrow (as yet UNGEYS 


ds 
10Nn: 


takes over. The brain is undergoing radical divis 
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iv) Lahm (Clothing with Flesh) 


The description given in chapter 23 of the Quran be Then (fa) We (Al lah) 


continues with the statement that the bones 


are clothed with flesh’ as indicated by use of . 
clothed the bones with 


the expression Lahm. The Lahm stage follows 


immediately after the /zZam (bone formation) 5 
flesh (Lahm)... 


stage from the end of the 7th week to the end of 

the 8th week and represents the last phase of 

the shaping stage of embryonic development. (Quran, The Believers 23: 14) 
Remarkably, the Quranic description is simple 

yet very accurate as, this is exactly how the 

embryo develops. As the muscles start to form 

around the bones, this marks the beginning of 

a new distinct stage as the embryo starts to 

look human. It is difficult to distinguish between 

human and animal embryos before the Lahm 


Stage. 


In the Quranic verse shown on the opposite page, 
the Arabic word Addalak means to straighten, 
become well proportioned and to modify in form 


and shape so that a thing becomes definite. As 

we have seen, the embryo straightens further ‘Wh Alt 

and various parts such as head and limbs O 

become more proportioned as muscles continue b ah created you 
a ithe Mudghah), Made 


to take form (Figure 4). 
you even and straight 


The Quran's use of the words, Alagah, Mudghah, | a 
lzam and Lahm combined with the use of the a By ss 
term fa in between the four shaping sub-stag- r Bh 3), (Sawwak) and then 


es, all help to explain that an active process | ratte — 
: oan €6=CNOdified (Addalak) you. In 


of development is taking place as, the embryo 


rapidly changes shape from one sub-stage to jai - Stif | ee W 
yr ove: lhe tace of the human foctus at about 6 h f 
the NEXt In addition, the aa of verbs Sawwak at which time the infant roughly resembles the ultima q ever form als wanted T 
and Aadalak (See Verse opposite) IS particularly human being. The retina of the eye 1s visible as a lat | H ene 4. The above series of diagrams shows how the. 
striking and reveals that the author has detailed = jor, and the features of the nose & mouth are begin C put you to ether” bee a een further in order to obtain a human | 
: } knowledge of the whole process. It is further ex- appear. The hand can also be seen at top right. The: g oe or = me Of straightening and smoothing 
ae : - first 2 months are beginning to slow d 2 mre words Saumak and Addalak continues thro 
a plained in a way that can be easily understood so rapid in the first 2 mont f | pe Ae } 
further doubling in size will take several weeks (Quran. The Cleaving 82: 7-8) perl 1. After 8 Weeks, various Parts such as the head 
have Started tO become POTe Proportions cd as muscl 
to develop 


by all people regardless of the era in which they 


live and the technology available to them. IMAGE CREDIT: SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY 
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3) Nash‘ah - The Growth Stage 


Following on from the Shaping stage, the Quran 
mentions the development of ‘another creation’ 
described by the verb Ansha’a (a derivative 
of Nash’ah). This refers to the foetal period of 
development. The most obvious difference 
between the foetal and embryonic periods is 
that the foetus has acquired definite signs of 
human appearance. 


The growth stage begins in the 9th week of foetal 
development. It is characterised by a phase of 
rapid growth and remarkable change. The verb 
Ansha’a has several meanings all of which can 
be applied to this period. 


1. ‘To initiate’ - This describes the initial func- 
tioning of the various organs and systems, such 
as the kidney. 


2. ‘To grow and develop’ - The embryo under- 
goes rapid growth and comprehensive develop- 


ment during this period. 


3. ‘To rise and increase’ - This describes the 
very rapid increase in the foetal size and weight 
which begins during the 12th week. 


The term thumma (meaning after some time 
rather than quickly) between the last shaping 
sub-stage (Lahm) and the growth stage, indicates 
slow progress following the rapid developments 
of the previous stages. Thus, ‘another creation’ 
is described as a slow process. This presumably 


covers the whole of the foetal stage. 


End Note: Explanation and meaning of the Arabic terms 
that the Quran uses when describing embryo development 
can be found in the following dictionaries: E W Lanes Arabic- 
English Lexicon; Hans-Weir, Arabic-English dictionary, 
Mujam Magqayees Al-Lughah; Lisan Al-Arab; Taj Al-Aroos 
Min Jawahir Al-Qamoos; Al-Moradat Fi Ghareeb Al-Quran. 
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“a Then (thumma) 
We (Allah) developed 
(Ansha’ nahu) out of 

him another creation...” 


(Quran The Believers 23°14 


In conclusion, over 1.400 years ago the Qurar 
€xpressed in simple layman's terms. statements 
about embryology which science has Only re- 
cently discovered in modern times. It becomes 
quite obvious, after reading the verses in the 
Quran that science cannot disagree or find an\ 
error in them. Also, it should be noted that the 
Quran contains none of the inaccurate theories 
and myths of the ancients, concerning humai 


development, which were popular at the time of 


revelation. On the contrary the Quran signalle 
the end of all other ideas about embryology 


In view of the limited state of knowledge an 
lack of technology during Prophet Muhammad 
(5) time, it is inconceivable that the statement 
in the Quran which are connected with embry 

ogy could have been the work of a man. Henc« 
the Quranic descriptions are clear indicatio! 
that the Almighty Creator, Allah, revealed t! 

knowledge to the last Prophet, Muhammad | 


Opposite: Striking image of a fully grown foc 
of the mother’s womb. Despite being surround 
cramped and in complete darkness, the human < 


vision. body structure and lungs for survival in 
different environmcnt Human embrvyvonk oTroyv 

c . ty 
another one of the miracles of creation that defi 
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“Then (thumma) 
We (Allah) developed 
(Ansha’ nahu) out of 

him another creation...” 


(Quran, The Believers 23: 14) 


In conclusion, over 1,400 years ago the Quran 
expressed in simple layman's terms, statements 
about embryology which science has Only re- 
cently discovered in modern times. It becomes 
quite obvious, after reading the verses in the 
Quran that science cannot disagree or find any 
error in them. Also, it should be noted that the 
Quran contains none of the inaccurate theories 
and myths of the ancients, concerning human 
development, which were popular at the time of 
revelation. On the contrary the Quran signalled 
the end of all other ideas about embryology. 


In view of the limited state of knowledge and 
lack of technology during Prophet Muhammad's 
(=) time, it is inconceivable that the statements 
in the Quran which are connected with embryol- 
ogy could have been the work of a man. Hence 
the Quranic descriptions are clear indication: 
that the Almighty Creator, Allah, revealed this 
knowledge to the last Prophet, Muhammad ( 


Opposite: Striking Image of a fully grown foetus in th 


of the mother’s womb. Despite being surrounded b 


cramped and in complete darkness, the human embryo 
vision, body structure and lungs for survival in a con 
different environment. Human embryonic growth repr 
another one of the miracles of creation that defies ¢ 
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Geology is the science and study of the Earth, The Role of Mountains 
its Composition, structure, physical properties, 
history and the processes that shape it. When Earth scientists have also discovered that the 
matters related to the physical Earth are men- rock which makes up the roots has a lower 
tioned, the Quran once more uses simple and density than the rest of the mountain. Therefore, 
comprehensive language to enlighten the reader the roots act as foundations providing buoyancy 
and point the way for further investigation. This and support for the mountain as well as 
unique method is intended to lead a person Stabilising the Earth’s crust and reducing the 
to discover the mysteries of nature and then shaking of the Earth (The Geological concept of 
acknowledge the Creator. Mountains in the Quran, El-Naggar, Z.R., 1991 
1st ed. Herndon: International Institute of Islamic 


The Structure of Mountains Thought: p.5). 


Depth (km) 
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The Quran accurately describes the structure of “And He has set firm 


mountains in a very unique way as follows: Sediment 


mountains in the earth so 

“Have We (Allah) not made that it would not shake 

the earth as a bed and the with you” 
mountains as pegs?” (Quran, The Bee 16:1 


(Quran, The Tidings 78: 6-7) 


We know today that the roots of a mountain 

can reach several times their elevation below 

the surface of the ground (Figures 5 & 6). So . . 

the Quranic term ‘peg’ is’ very Stitable word | BONS Figure 6) Diagram showing that huge mountain-like 
: . - ; ; ' continents can have deep roots under the surface of 

to describe mountains on the basis of this | ; : the ground (Eav/), Press, F. and Siever, R., 1982 3rd ed., 


information since, most of a properly set peg IS San Prancisco; W.H Freeman & Company: p.413). The 
compressional forces in continental collisions may cause 


hidden under the surface of the ground. i | | 
the compressed region to thicken, so the upper surface ts 

| forced upwards. In order to balance the weight, much of 

the compressed rock 1S forced ret Wow ards. pre duc Ing de ‘ p 

‘mountain roots . Mountains therefore, form downwards as 

well as upwards. However, in some continental collisions, 


Right: A magnificent snow covered peak rises into the clouds, partof one continent may simply override part of the other 


testifying to the power and glory of the Creator, Allah. 
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| | 
Iron is the most abundant heavy metal in the | The ‘iron group’ So ee ee 
universe. It is found in many types of stars, on | SS 8 ry of isotopes are the 1 Ase rom 
the Earth and in meteorites in considerable o @ most tightly bonded | Hees ear fission 
quantities. Iron is also a vital constituent of plant TS = 62... ont : . 
and animal life, being an essential component ~ = 28NI (most tightly bond) : . 
a | 
of the red blood cell molecule, haemoglobin 5 6 6 oaFe : , 
, . ements heavier : 
The iron found on the Earth and in our Solar = LY Fe : than iron can vield energy : 
system was formed by aprocess of nuclear fusion O) S have 8.8 Mev 7 by nuclear fission : 
in massive stars found in deep space (Figure 7) “ S 4 yield from per nucleon : 
By comparison, the Sun is a relatively small anc oO nuclear fusion Dindin Belay 
cool star with a core temperature of 15 million D = : 
degrees. Stars with the mass of our Sun can only = | : 
synthesize helium, carbon and oxygen (Figure coe 9 
8). They lack the energy needed to produce iron cD | Average mass of 1 
and other heavy metals. Elements heavier than | fission fragments | 
iron are made in supernova explosions from the f | 1S about 118 : 
combination of abundant neutrons with heavy nar; ash : | : 
nuclei. Hence, our Sun Is unable to produce 50 100 150 500 | 
heavy elements such as iron because it lacks Mass N b A 
the tremendous amount of energy required t UMDEF, 
produce a single atom of iron. Hence, all of the . | | 
iron present in the Solar system was formed ae ia ce so binding energy of atomic nuclei plotted against the atomic number of the nuclei. Energy is released 
deep space. fae ae ss C aie eee elements (elements on the left) or the fission of heavy elements into lighter clements 
pete se e ; ae ght). Iron 1s the highest element on the graph and the most stable. It cannot release energy through either fusion 
ourteen centuries Defore modern sciencs ak fs x 
discovered the stellar origin of iron, the Qura: 
using simple terminology specifically referred | Hel; 
iron as having been ‘brought forth’ by Allah. Ir pence ellum 4 
is also said to have ‘mighty power and to be “ tt 
great benefit to mankind. i : 
“And We brought forth iron wherein is | 
mighty power, as well as many benefits ae : 
; far + RGY 
for mankind, that Allah may test who it is | 
- - ; oom . Fio » Q. . 
that will help Him (His religion) and His Se Moms of Hydrogen in the | 
- : ) eel fuse together to sroduce_helj Bs | 
Messengers in the unseen. Verily, Allah is EDGMRIESS|enerpy. Stars arc Gace Tritiunt & ’ 
- hat r | +) a ‘ en 
Powertul, Almighty.” | [ release huge amounts of energy by Neutron 3 
| a ae the simplest element. hydrogen i 
(Quran iron 5/: 2 wd ~SAVErting it into hea, ler ones. ; : 
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Meteorology is the scientific Study of the 
atmosphere that focuses on weather processes 
and forecasting. The formation of rain clouds is 
dependent on atmospheric instability and vertical 
motion. The thunderstorm cloud (Cumulonimbus) 
for example, goes through a series of steps to 
produce rain. Cumulonimbus clouds (Figure 9) 
begin to form when wind pushes isolated pieces 
of cumulus cloud to an area where these clouds 
converge. Then the small clouds join together 
forming a larger cloud. 


Clouds converge 


Figure 9. Isolated pieces of cumulus cloud converge to form 
a larger Cumulonimbus cloud (Ihe Atmosphere, Anthes, R.A, 
Cahir, J.]., Panofsky, H.A., 3rd ed., Columbus: Charles E. Merrill 


Publishing Company: p.269). 
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The Quran also mentions unique information 
about clouds and their formation. This informa- 
tion is Surprisingly accurate. The Quran says 
that clouds are formed into a heap of layers in 
the following verse: 


“see you not that Allah drives 
the clouds gently, then joins 
them together, then makes 
them into a heap of layers 
and you see the rain 
comes forth from 


Above: A weather satellite orbits the earth relaying real- between the mM 4 


information. 
Quran, The Light 24 43) 


Meteorologists have only recently discovered 

details of cloud formation, structure and func- 

tion by using aeroplanes, satellites, comput- 

ers and weather balloons (Figure 10). Yet, © 
| the Quran gave us an insight into this subject : . Figure 10. As the small clouds join together, upward 
many hundreds of yea’s before any of these & movement of air within the larger cloud increases. The 


3 technologies were invented up-drafts near the centre of the cloud are stronger than 


near the edges because they are protected from the 
ss ~ , ‘ ‘ ae — - 

; * : err : cooling effects by the outer portion of the cloud, This 
upward motion cause the cloud body to grow vertically, 


so the cloud 1s stacked up. 


The vertical growth causes the cloud body to stretch into 
cooler regions of the atmosphere, where drops of water 
and hail form and begin to grow larger. When these 
drops of water and hail become too heavy for the up 
drafts to support them, they begin to fall from the cloud 
as rain and hail (1 4e Atmosphere, Anthes et al., p.269 and 
k lements of Meteorology, Miller, A. and Thompson, |, 2nd 
ed. Columbus: Charles E.. Merrill Publishing Company: 


pp.141-142). 


Hail and Lightning 


Hail is a form of precipitation that forms into 
balls or irregular lumps of ice (Figure 11) and is 
produced by convective clouds, such as cumu- 
lonimbus (thunderstorm cloud). Meteorologists 
have found that these types of clouds can reach 
heights of up to 25-30,000 ft (Elements of Mete- 
orology, p.141). The Quran refers to these types 
of clouds as mountains in the sky when describ- 
ing the formation of hail and lightning. 


Figure 11. Hail stones can cause serious damage when they fall 


to Earth. This large stone has a diameter of 6cm. 


“ And He sends down hail 
from mountains (clouds) in 
the sky and He strikes with it 
whomever He wills and turns 
it from whomever He wills. 
The vivid flash of its lightning 
nearly blinds the sight.” 


(Quran, The Light 24: 43) 


| igure 12. 


Radar studies have shown that clouds become 
hail falls through a region in the cloud of 


It is also interesting that the Quranic verse men- Ree ert 
tions lightning with reference to a hailstorm. | Se droplets and ice crystals. The lower part of the cloud 
Radar studies have shown that clouds become , become more negatively charged compared to the upper 
electrified as hail falls through a region in the rt. Negative charges are discharged to the ground as lightning. 
cloud of super-cooled droplets and ice crystals 

id 


As liquid droplets collide with particles of hail, 
they freeze on contact and release latent heat 
This keeps the surface of the hail warmer than 
that of the surrounding ice crystals. When hail 
comes in contact with an ice crystal, an impor- 
tant phenomenon occurs, whereby electrons 
flow from the colder object towards the warmer 
object. Hence, hail stones become negatively 


Charged (Figure 12). 


The same effect occurs when super-cooled rain 
droplets come in contact with a piece of hail and 
tiny splinters of positively charged ice break off 
These lighter, positively charged particles are 
then carried to the upper part of the cloud by 
up-drafts. The hail, left with a negative charge 
falls towards the bottom of the cloud; the lower 
part of the cloud becomes negatively charged 
These negative charges are then discharged 
to the ground as lightning (Meteorology /oday) 
Ahrens, C.D., 1988., 3rd ed., St Paul West Pub- 
lishing Company, p.437: Atmosphere, Weather ‘ 
& Climate, R.G.Barry, 6th ed, Routledge, 1992 


p.80-8 1). 


Hence, the opposite charging of hail and 


lightning. For Muslims, the fact that Allah hac ya 


already provided an insight into the mechanisn 
of lightning production over 1,400 years ago 
further highlights the unique and miraculous 
nature of the Quran. 
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We know today that where seas, such as the 7 J. moves several | 
Mediterranean and Atlantic Ocean meet (Figure | a mt the At 

13), there is a slanted water barrier between | a depth of about [000 meu 
them. We also know that water from each sea as 
passes to the other through this barrier. When 4a - = = — 4 
sea water from one sea enters the other sea. it a ee taba Vi Jey and San 
loses its distinctive characteristics and becomes Be aac, 1960), p43). 

mixed with the other water. The barrier serves 

as a transitional mixing area for the two water q : : 3 | >. 
masses. However, both seas retain their sep- | | "se Sega SUTtace _ mix zane 
arate characteristics and do not encroach on | | a i ee LT 
one another to become one homogeneous sea. : 
Even open oceans can consist of a number of 
different layers under the surface (Figure 14). 


Dagrm™ 
al Vecchi 


‘ 


Se ean Sea ES, 


wre act’ 


,ea > 
) eee ft eee' 


: spre 


= -_ _ — > - — es 
I OR EE IE OD OE BE IE LL eee ears 


Pycnocline zone.» 


Deep zone 


Equator 


Figure 14: Th¢ Op 


ryt ~~ 
Che SEEEACS FON CONMins the OCEANS Ie 


Sen el a. Ti (CTLs STS Obi rriree 


that ues below the SUPEACE Fore Hex use the pi | 
LEA MIVe VETIR ay ff af 
barnerto , 
MO VOrnCcal Water movements Lhede CSUWOTCES APC Near the bevy wue 
i 4 : 8 ‘si? ei ra Poy ay ; > 
deep . ' 5 — ; : . . 
i fone (Prone Cheesy ip) ‘NI \ 5] It Us fea th afyens . Mall } 
. . \ Wat By 1. ¢ rill beng ; Ps 


Over 1,400 years ago the Quran gave us the first 
clue that sea water might not be as completely 
mixed as it appears to the naked eye (see the 
verse below). 


The Barrier Between Seas 


We know today that where seas, such as the 
Mediterranean and Atlantic Ocean meet (Figure 
13), there is a slanted water barrier between 
them. We also know that water from each sea 
passes to the other through this barrier. When 
sea water from one sea enters the other sea, it 
loses its distinctive characteristics and becomes 
mixed with the other water. The barrier serves 
as a transitional mixing area for the two water 
masses. However, both seas retain their sep- 
y arate characteristics and do not encroach on 
one another to become one homogeneous sea. 
Even open oceans can consist of a number of 


Figure 13: Diagram showing the 
movement of Mediterranean sea 
water. Temperatures are given in 
degrees Celsius (°C) and salinit 
is in parts per thousand ("oo 


Warm Mediterranean water exits 
the Gibraltar Straits and spreads 
throughout the North Atlanuc 
at all depths between 1000 and 
2500 mectres. As the rongue of 
Mediterranean sea water enters 
the Atlantic over the Gibraltar 
sill’ it moves several hundred 
kilometres into the Atlantic at 


a depth of about 1000 metres 


retaining its Own warm, salin« 
and less dense characteristics 


(Manne Geology, Keunen, H., 


New York: John Wiley and Son: 
Inc., 1960, p.43). 
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“Or (the unbelievers’ 
_ state) is 5 like the ve darkness — 
in avast deep sea, 


* overwheltitae with Waves” 


topped by waves, topped 
by dark clouds (layers of) 
darkness upon darkness. 
lf a man stretches out his 
hand, he can hardly 
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see it... 
(Quran, The Light 24: 40) 


Darkness in Deep Seas 


it was discovered in 1900 that darkness existed 
in the depths of the deep oceans. Before man 
was able to dive to these great depths, Allah 
had already mentioned this information in the 
Quran, using simple and precise phrases such 
as “darkness upon darkness’. This hints to the 
fact that the ocean gets progressively darker in 
layers as a result of, the differential absorption 
of light (Figure 15). The verse also says ‘If a 
man stretches out his hand, he can hardly see 
it.” In deep seas and oceans at around a depth 
of 200 metres there is almost no light. Below 
a depth of 1,000 metres there is complete 
darkness. The verse is all the more remarkable 
considering that human beings are not able to 
dive more than forty metres without the aid of 
Submarines or special equipment and cannot 
Survive unaided in the deep and dark part of the 
oceans. 


Internal Ocean Waves 


The verse also says ~...iIn a vast deep sea 
overwhelmed with waves topped by waves 
topped by dark clouds...” 


lt is clear that the second set of waves are the 
surface waves that we can see because the 
verse mentions that above the second waves 
there are clouds. However, what about the firs! 
waves? Scientists have only recently discovered 
the existence of internal waves which occur 0! 
density interfaces between layers of different 
densities (Figure 16) or waves topped by 
waves’ as narrated in the Quran. We hav 


tT 


only been able to discover these details wit! 


the aid of modern technology yet, the UT ) 
has already described this phenomenon many 


centuries earlier. 
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Figure 15: Sun light is made up of several bas 

example of this 1s rain dispersing sunlight into its con po 

light reaches the ocean surface some of it 1s reflected while th 
sea is known to take place in stages. The first c ymponent oF wi 
at 10 metres, followed by orange (30 metres), yellow 

finally blue at depths greater than 200 metres. The d 
progressively darker in layers of light. Below a depth o! 

and Pernetta |., London: Mitchell Beazley Publishers, 1 


Surface waves 


Figure 16: Internal waves cover the 
deep waters of seas and oceans becaus¢ 
the deep waters have a higher density 
than the waters above them. Internal 
Waves act like surface waves. They can 
also break just like surface waves. Inter- 
nal waves cannot be seen by the human 
eye, but they can be detected by study- 
ing temperature or salinity changes at 
a given location (Oceanograp/y, a view of 
the Earth, Gross, M.., 6th ed. Englew od 


Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1993, p.205) Internal waves 
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The Barrier Between Fresh and Salt Water 


“He (Allah) is the One 
who has let free the two 
seas, one sweet and 
palatable and the other 
Salty and bitter. And He 
has made between them 
a barrier and a forbidding 


partition.” 
(Quran, The Criterion 25: 53) 


The Quran also provides us with further details 
of the processes that take place in oceans. 
it mentions the existence of a barrier which 
prevents the mixing of fresh water when it 
meets sea water. We know today that where 
large rivers flow out into the ocean the mixing 
of fresh water and sea water can occur very 
far out at sea (Figure 17). Coastal waters 
receive river discharges and are thus lower in 
Salinity than the open ocean. They normally 
exhibit two-way estuarine circulation patterns. 
Seaward flowing fresh water is less dense and 
flows above the sea water, which tends to flow 
along the bottom towards the land. Where river 
flows are large and tidal mixing is small, the two 
layers remain quite distinct forming salt-wedge 
estuaries (e.g. Columbia River, Figure 18). The 
Quranic description of a barrier would seem to 
correspond with the existence of an interface 
between the fresh and salt water in the form of a 
partition zone that separates the two layers. The 
partition has a different salinity to the fresh and 
salt water (Oceanography, a view of the Earth, 
Gross, M., 1993, p.242). 


ra 


Fresh river water 


Figure 17: Longitudinal section showing salinity (the numbers 
represent parts per thousand’ In an estuary. Note the parouoon 
(zone of separation) between the fresh and the salt water (In/ro- 


ductory Oceanography, Thurman, H.V., 5th ed., Columbus: Merrill 


& s io ,, 
OF £97 Publishing Company, 1988, p.501). 
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The information presented here has been 
discovered only In recent times using 
modern instruments to measure factors 
such as temperature, salinity, density and 
oxygen solubility. Allah has created these 
-onditions and set the laws governing the 
distribution of the different types of water 
and in his wisdom revealed this phen- 
omenon to mankind in the Quran. This 
therefore shows that the author of the 
Quran has an intimate knowledge of nature 
and provides further proof as to the divine 
origin of the Quran. 


Figure 18: Diagram showing different types of estuaries. 
The numbers represent salinity in parts per thousand. 
Salt wedge estuaries are deep with a large volume 
» of fresh water. There is no horizontal gradient in 
‘he surface layer, but a strong sloping gradient over the 


enrre depth of the estuary. 


») Well-mixed estuaries are generally shallow, low-volume 

stuaries that are well mixed vertically and stratified 
horizontally. The vertically homogeneous sections of 
vater move as a block deeper into the estuary during a 
flood tide and toward the opening during an ebb ude. 


Partially-mixed estuaries are relatively shallow, 
noderately high-volume estuaries in which the salinity 
increases from the head to the mouth at any depth, but 

here there is some vertical mixing between the net flow 
of tresh water out of the estuary at the surface and net 


of sea water into the estuary on the bottom. 


Highly-stratified (Fjord) estuaries are deep with net 
lows much like that of the slightly stratified estuary, 
ut where the Mixing 1S trom the deeper ocean water up 
nto the surface wate r, which creates a horizontal surface 
water salinity gradient that increases toward and equals 
lat of the « cean at the head. The salinity at the bottom 


of the estuary is oceanic. It is only the salinity at the fresh 
vater interface that changes. 


» : . 
Reverse estuary. There is no great salinity gradient in 


this type OF estuary 


a) Salt wedge estuary 


d) Fjord estuary 


b) Well-mixed estuary 
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c) Partially mixed estuary 
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The Water Cycle ee “ —— | Bivier cycle 


The Quran contains numerous verses that 
deal with the different roles of water. Today 
it is Common knowledge that the Sun’s 
heat causes evaporation of water from the 
oceans. Water vapour rises on air currents 
and winds and some of it condenses and falls 
as rain directly on to the surface of the Earth. 


Precipitation 


\ 


Movement of 
moist air 


Condensation & Y 
Precipitation | / 


“And We (Allah) have sent a soar steicior 
down rain from the sky in a —— 
measured amount and settled —_ | \ 
it in the earth. And indeed, We 7 ; 
are able to take it away. —— — = | : 
And We brought forth for you | oP 
thereby gardens of palm trees 
and grapevines in which for 
you are abundant fruits and 
from which you eat.” 


(Quran, The Believers 23: 18-19) 


Evaporation from 
the sea 


: 


The important point to note from the verse shown The influential ancient Greek philosopher 
on the left is that the Quran does not contain Plato (427-347 BCE), shared these views and 
any of the ancient mythical concepts regarding thought that the water returned to the oceans 
tne water cycle. For example, in the 7th century via a great abyss (a mythical bottomiess hole), 
BCE it was thought that rainfall was due to water the ‘Tartarus’. It was not until 1580 that the first 
irom the oceans being drawn up by winds and __ clear view of the water cycle was put forward by 
thrust towards the interior of the continents. Bernard Palissy 
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The Journey of Life 


For Muslims, life is a brilliant demonstration 
of Allah's wisdom and knowledge, and a vivid 
reflection of His Art and Power. He is the Giver 
and Creator of life. Nothing comes into existence 
by chance and nobody creates himself or 
anybody else. Life is very precious and no 
sensible or reasonable person would like to 
lose it by choice. Even some of those who feel 
so desperate and take their lives by committing 
Suicide try in the last minute to regain their 
existence in order to capture a second chance 
to live. Life is given to man by Allah and He is 
the only Rightful One to take it back; no one else 
has the right to destroy a life. This is why Islam 
forbids all kinds of suicide and self-destruction 
and recommends patience and good faith when 
a dear soul passes away. When a murderer !s 


... executed in punishment, his life is taken away 


by the right of Allah and in accordance with His 
Law. 


When Allah gives life to man, it is not in vain 
that He endows him with unique qualities and 
great abilities. Nor is it in vain that He charges 
him with certain obligations. Allah helps man to 
fulfil the purpose of life and to realise that the 
goal of existence is to worship Allah alone. He 
means to help him to learn the creative art of 
living and enjoy the good taste of life according 
to Divine guidance. Life is a trust from Allah and 
man is a trustee who should handle his trust 
with honesty and skill and with consciousness 
of responsibility to Him. 


Life may be likened to a journey starting from a 
certain point and ending at a certain destination. 
lt is a transitory stage, an introduction to the 
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eternal life in the hereafter. In this journey, people 
should consider themselves as travellers and 
should be concerned only with what is of use to 
them in the future life. In other words, we should 
do all the good we can and make ourselves fully 
prepared to move any minute to eternity. 


The best use of life in Islam therefore, is to 
live it according to the teachings of Allah and 
to make it a safe passage to the future life of 
eternity. Life is important as a means to an 
ultimate destination. Islam has laid down a 
complete system of regulations and principles 
to show men and women how to conduct their 
lives. All people come from Allah and there Is no 
doubt that they shall return to Him. In one of his 
comprehensive statements Prophet Muhammad 
(#=) wisely advised man to consider himself a 


stranger in this life or a traveller passing by the 


world. 


Allah’s Messenger took hold of my shouide! 
and said, “Be in this world as if you were 
a Stranger or a traveller.” The sub-narrato! 
added: Ibn ‘Umar used to say, ‘If you survive 
until the evening, do not expect to be alive 
in the morning and if you survive until the 
morning, do not expect to be alive in the 
evening and take from your health for your 
sickness and (take) from your life 
for your death.” 


(Saying of the Prophet Muhammad | 
recorded in Bukhari) 
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The University of Al Oarawiyin in kez was founded 1n 859. Associated with the citys giant 


mosque, it 1S recognized as the oldest university in the world. it is over seventy vears older 
than Al-Azhar University Ot ( airo Ire construcoon Wao funded by) A weaith\ lad\ called 
Fatima al-Fihri. lt Was here that Pope Sylvester 1} around the vear YYY learnt about Arabic 


numerals and then introduced them to Europe 


Islam Provides Many Benefits for the 
Individual and Society 


Prophet Muhammad (#5) informed us that the 
lowest in rank among the dwellers of Paradise 
will have ten times the like of this world (Saheeh 
Muslim); and that a space in Paradise equivalent 
to the size of a foot would be better than the 
world and whatever is in it (Saheeh Al-Bukhari). 
Paradise is also said to contain things which no 
eye has seen, no ear has heard and no human 
mind has thought of (Saheeh Muslim). The 
contrasting treatment of the believers compared 
to the rejectors of faith is also described in many 
places in the Quran. 


“And give good news (O Muhammad) to 
those who believe and do good deeds, that 
they will have gardens (Paradise) in which 

rivers flow...” 
(Quran, The Heifer 2:25) 


“Indeed those who have disbelieved and 
died in disbelief, the earth full of gold would 
not be accepted from any of them if one 
offered it as a ransom. They will have a 
painful punishment and they will have no 
helpers.” 


(Quran, The Family of Imran 3:91) 


Islam asserts that this life is our only chance 
to win Paradise and to escape from Hellfire. If 
someone dies in disbelief, they will not have 
another chance to come back to this world to 
believe. Allah warns us of the consequences for 
the unbelievers on the Day of Judgment: 


Opposite: Glimpse of paradise on Earth. The Quran is full 
of vivid descriptions of Heaven and Hell. Heaven 1s often 


described as a high garden with rivers flowing underneath. By 


contrast Hellfire ts depicted as a place of torment whose fuel ts 


men and stones. 
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“If you could but see when 
they are set before the F ire 
(Hell) and say, “Would that 
we might return (to the 
world)! Then we would 
not reject the verses of our 
Lord, but we would be of the 
believers!” 


(Quran, Cattle 6:27} 


“But those who believe and 
do good deeds, We will admit 
them to gardens (Paradise) in 

which rivers flow, lasting in 

them forever....” 
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One converts to Islam and becomes a Muslim 
simply by saying with understanding and convic- 
tion the declaration of faith, Laa i/laaha illal-lah 
Muhammaa-ur Rasoolullah. This saying means 
‘There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the 


Messencer of Allah’. 


When accepting Islam as the truth the person 
saying the declaration of faith needs to bear 
in mind a number of important points. Firstly, 
the person has to deny that there is anything 
else worthy of worship except Allah alone. This 
includes denying and rejecting those people 


who overstep the limits set by the Creator or 
those people who wish to take an attribute of 
Allah upon themselves, such as the ‘Forgiver’ 
or Lawgiver’. The declaration also needs to be 
said with knowledge and certainty. The person 
also needs to submit to Allah with love and 


sincerity. 
Forgiveness For All Previous Sins 


When someone converts to Islam, Allah forgives 
all of his/her previous sins and evil deeds. A 
man called Amr came to Prophet Muhammad 
(=) and said, “Give me your right hand so that 
| may give you my pledge of loyalty.” Prophet 
Muhammad (2) stretched out his right hand. 
Amr withdrew his hand. The Prophet (#:) said: 
‘What has happened to you, OAmr?” He replied, 
‘| intend to lay down a condition.” Prophet 
Muhammad (2) asked: “What condition do you 
intend to put forward?” Amr said, “That Allah 
forgive my sins.” Prophet Muhammad (£) said: 
“Didnt you know that converting to Islam erases 
all previous sins?” (Recorded in Saheeh Muslim). 
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“And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is 
in the earth. He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom 
He wills. And Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful.” 


(Quran, The Family of Imran 3:129) 


—— 
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Systems of Islam 


The Shariah 


The chief characteristic of Islam is that it makes 
no distinction between the Spiritual and the 
secular in life. Its aim is to shape both individual 
lives as well as society as a whole in ways that will 
ensure that Allah’s law may really be established 
on Earth and that peace, contentment and well- 
being may fill the world. The Islamic way of life is 
thus based on a unique concept of man’s place 
in the universe. In Islam, man’s entire individual 
and social life is an exercise in developing and 
strengthening his relationship with Allah by 
submitting to His will in all aspects of life. 


The Islamic code of conduct is known as the 
Shariah. \t is compulsory on all Muslims to live, 
rule and judge by the Shanah alone. Its source 
is the Quran and the teachings of the Prophet 
Muhammad (£2). 


Contrary to popular belief, Shariah law is not 
about administering very harsh punishments. 
The main objectives of the Shariah are to 
ensure that human life is based on good actions 
(Maroof) and to cleanse these actions of all evil 
(Munkar). The Arabic term for ‘good’ denotes all 
the qualities that have always been accepted 
as ‘good’ as decreed by Allah and submitted to 
by His creations. Conversely, the word for ‘evil’ 
denotes all those qualities that have always 


been condemned by Allah. 


For Muslims the Shariah gives precise definitions 
of good and evil. The standard of morals which 
Individuals and society should aspire to, are 
clearly indicated in Shariah law. It does not 
however, limit itself to an inventory of good and 
evil deeds; it lays down an entire scheme of life 
to ensure that good flourishes and evil does not 
destroy or harm human life. 


To achieve this, the Shariah has embraced in its 
scheme everything that encourages the growth 

of good and has recommended ways to remove | % j 
obstacles that might prevent this growth. This ; 4 
process gives rise to a subsidiary series of ways | 
of initiating and nurturing good, together with 
another set of recommendations consisting of — 
prohibitions to evil. 


(Global Muslim community} 
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The Shariah thus prescribes directives for the 
regulation of our individual and our collective 
lives. These directives affect such varied sub- 
jects as religious rituals, personal character, 7 
morals, habits, family relationships, social anc ; Lae 
economic affairs, administration, the rights an¢ . 
duties of citizens, the judicial system, the lav Bait al-Mal 
(Public treasury) 


of war and peace and international relations. 
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These laws tell us what is good and bad; what is 
beneficial and useful and what is injurious and 
harmful; what are the virtues which we have to 
cultivate and encourage and what are the vices 
which we have to suppress and guard against: 
what is the sphere of our voluntary, personal 
and social action and what are its limits: and, 
finally, what methods we can adopt to establish 
a dynamic order of society and what methods 
we should avoid. The Shariah is thus a complete 
way Of life and an all-embracing social order. 


Another remarkable feature of the Shariah is 
that it is an organic system of life. The entire 
way of life propounded by Islam is animated by 
the same spirit and hence any arbitrary division 
of the scheme is bound to affect the spirit as 
well as the structure of the Islamic order. In this 
respect, it might be compared to the human body. 
A leg separated from the body cannot be called 
one-eighth or one-sixth man, because after its 
separation from the body the leg cannot perform 
its function. Nor can it be placed in the body of 
some other animal with the aim of making it 
human to the extent of that limb. Likewise, we 
cannot form a correct judgment about the utility, 
efficiency and beauty of the hand, the eye or the 
nose of a human being outside the context of 
their place and function within the living body. 


Islam is a complete way of life which cannot 
be split up into separate parts. So it is not 
appropriate to consider the different parts of 
the Shariah in isolation. The Shariah can only 
function effectively if the whole of one’s life 
is lived in accordance with it. Consequently, 
Muslims are required to abide by Shariah law 
and settle any disputes only in accordance with 
the Islamic legal system as outlined by Shariah 


law. 


in Islamic Law, the State is required to cater for 
the rights and needs of citizens. For example 
it should encourage economic activity, provide 
jobs and educati RN ay ah 

lon, adequate social welfare 
mechanisms through Zakah (Compulsory char y) a 
and similar institutions and to ban whatever a 
conducive to crime. a a 


The State only has the right to presc ibe and 
mete out punishment if it has good governance 
and adequate social and welfare provisions in 
place for society. For example, it would not be 
just to amputate the hand of a convicted thief 
found guilty by an Islamic State, unless the State 
has provided the thief with no excuse to steal 
such as employment or adequate social welfare 
for the poor and needy. It must also take iTalce) 
account the age of the thief, the amount stolen 
and the reason for stealing. Thus a thief is only 
punished when there is no reasonable excuse 


for stealing. ae 


A well known tradition records that the Caliph 
Umar ibn al Khattab (=) had a thief once 
brought before him, whereupon he was asked 
the reason for his theft. The man replied that he 
was a slave and his master had not provided 
enough for him. Umar immediately summone 
the thief's master and warned him “The nex 
time your slave steals out of hardship, it wil 
your hand we will cut.” ae 
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Opposite page: Diagram showing Islamic n od el of 
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Muslim community; Zakah - compulsory charity ¢ nou 10 
2.5% of annual savings paid by eligible Muslims. 
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Islamic System of Taxation, Compulsory 
Charity and Wealth Distribution 
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The Ruling System of Islam 


The Islamic ruling system is based upon a 
unique system of unity ordained by Allah. It is not 
a federal, democratic, republican, monarchical 
or dictatorial system nor is it similar to any man- 
made ideology. The Islamic State considers 
people under its authority as citizens, whether 
they are Muslims or non-Muslims. They have 
their rights guaranteed by Islam. There is no 
concept of ‘ethnic minority’ and people are not 
discriminated againstatall duetotheircolour, race 
or religion. There must not be any discrimination 
against or mistreatment of non-Muslims. Places 
of worship (such as Churches and Synagogues) 
must not be attacked or destroyed by other 
people. This is why we see areas in the Muslim 
world with churches and synagogues that have 
lasted for centuries under Islamic rule, such as 
those seen in Egypt and Jerusalem. It is also a 
duty of the Islamic State to protect non-Muslim 
citizens against aggressors if they attack the 
land. Islam outlaws nationalism and tribalism; 
there is no such concept as the nation state or 
borders within the Islamic State. The underlying 
principle in Islam is that all people regardless of 
race or colour are united under the banner of 


one leader: the Caliph. 


Leadership and ruling in an Islamic State is cent- 
ralised, whereas administration is decentralised. 
The State is made up of a number of provinces 
headed by governors. The main officials of the 
State are appointed by the head of state, the 
Caliph. Every decision must emanate from the 
head of State. This negates any corruption and 
confusion within the ruling system. The method 
of appointing a Caliph is through the process 0) 
pledging allegiance (in Arabic - bayah), which 
acts as a binding contract between the people 
and ruler. The people must obey the ruler as 


long as he implements Islam. 


Opposite page: An overview of the Islamic ruling system 
showing the relationship between Allah, the Ummah (global 
Muslim community), the Calpih (Muslim head of state) and 
the various instruments of government. The global Muslim 
community elects representatives from among itself to stand 
on the Majlis al-Ummah (Council of the Ummah), which 
scruunises the Caliph in his implementation of Islam and 


advises him on the affairs of the Ummah. 


The Ruling System of the Islamic State is based upon the 


following: 


1. Sovereignty is for Allah alone. 


No 


be followed in everything, 


3. Appointing a Caliph is an obligation upon all Muslims. 
4. The Caliph alone has the exclusive power to adopt the 
divine laws - he alone enacts the constitution and various 


laws. 


In Islam, Muslims are required to carry out the orders Off | 
the Caliph without reservation or dispute. This is s 
the orders falling within the bounds of Islam, as veri 
the Majlis alUmmab, which is the Ummah’s rep 
noteworthy point is that in Islam it ts forbidden ¥ 
Muslim community to i) be without a Caliph and ii) to have more 
than one head of state (Kitab al-Abkam al-Sultania - The Book of : : 
the Rules of Governance, Abu al-Hasan Ali Ibn Muhammad Ibn 


Habib al-Mawardi, died 1058). 
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Human Rights in Islam 


Centuries before the concept of human rights 
was even discussed, Islamic Laws regulated 
the mutual rights and duties of members of 
society in order to ensure social stability. Islam 
requires a Muslim to take care of fellow Muslims 
wherever they are, by extending help to them 
and trying to improve their conditions. The bond 
between two Muslims is like parts of a house, 
one part strengthens and holds the other. This is 
stressed by the following tradition of the Prophet 
Muhammad (25): 


“Muslims, in their mutual love, kindness and 
compassion, are like the human body: If one of 
its parts is in agony, the entire body feels the pain 
both in sleeplessness and fever.” (Recorded in 
Bukhari & Muslim). 


Rights of Guests 


Guests have a right to entertainment. This is 
based upon Prophet Muhammad's (2) saying; 


“One who believes in Allah and the Day of 
Judgment should honour his guest according to 
his right. He was asked: O Messenger of Allah! 
What is his right? He said: A day and night (of 
good feasting) and hospitality for three days. 
Thereafter it is an act of charity.” (Recorded in 
Bukhari & Muslim). 


Rights of Neighbours 


Islam enjoins kindness to neighbours and 
refrain from causing them any physical and 
psychological inconvenience, such as by raising 
one’s voice or causing or permitting offensive 
smells or alarm. Prophet Muhammad (2) said: 
“One who believes in Allah and the Last Day 
should honour his neighbour.” (Recorded in 


Bukhari & Muslim). 


kind treatment and sincere advice. Prophet 


Meee ss | 
a ae 
Islam has also prescribed certain rights 


that should be fulfilled for a friend, such ag 


Rights of Friends and Companions’ 


Muhammad (22) said: 


‘The best friend in the sight of Allah 
the well-wisher of his companions and the best 
neighbour is he who behaves best to 
neighbours.” (Recorded in Tirmidhi). 
Rights of Relatives i = ; 


aS 
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Muslims are urged to help their relatives by 
complying with their needs, enquiring about 
their condition, treating them with kindness and 
sympathy and sharing their joys and sorrows. 
The Quran says: e 


“And fear Allah through Whom you demand 
(your mutual rights) and do not cut the 
relations of the wombs (kinship).” 


<> 
(Quran, Women 4:1) 


In line with Prophets Muhammad's (2) merciful 
and tolerant behaviour, Muslims are encouraged 
to treat close relatives kindly, even if they do not 
return the kindness, forgive them even though 
they may do wrong and to try seeking their 
friendship, even though they may be unfriendly. 


mh 

Opposite page: Diagram showing the rclationship between h 
individual and others in society. The individual has. obligatior 
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Rights of Children 


Despite the customary pre-Islamic acceptance 
of female infanticide among Arab tribes, the 
Quran forbade this custom and considered it 
an abominable crime. Although every child’s 
lif€ is Sacred in Islam. Allah especially orders 
the kind and just treatment of daughters. 


Prophet Muhammad (2) said the following 
about the treatment of daughters: 


‘Whoever has a daughter and does not bury 
her alive, insult her and does not favour his 
son over her, Allah will enter him 
into paradise.” 


(Ibn Hanbal). 


Prophet Muhammad (2) was very close to 
his children and like any father he would take 
great care in their welfare. He was also a very 
merciful and compassionate man, forgiving 
the killer of one of his daughters. Indeed, he 
remained very close to his children even when 
they grew into adulthood. He was always 
concerned about their welfare. 


Another important Islamic teaching is that 
righteous children who outlive their parents 
can contribute to their parents record of good 
deeds after the death of their parents. 


“When a human being dies, his (good) deeds 
come to an end, except for three things: 
ongoing charity, beneficent knowleage, Or a 

righteous child supplicating for him. 


(Saying of the Prophet Muhammad (#5), 
recorded in Muslim). 


Children have the right to be looked after Dy 
their parents. They must provide for all their 
Dasic needs such as food. clothes and shelter. 
Parents must also give their children proper 
education and good manners such as teach- 
Ing modesty, respect for elders, truthfulness. 
honesty and obedience to parents. 


‘Everyone of you is a shepherd (of his 
immediate charge) and is responsible 
for (the action of) those persons who are 
committed to his charge.” 


(Saying of the Prophet Muhammad | 
recorded in Bukhari & Muslim) 


Children also have the right to be treated fairly © 
and equally. Depriving or Danning the right 
of inheritance or other financial gifts during 
the lifetime of the parents or the preference 
of a parent for one child over the other is 
considered as an act of injustice in Islam. 
Injustice can lead to an atmosphere of hatred, 
anger and dismay amongst the children in a 
household. In fact, such an act of injustice 
IS likely to lead to animosity amongst the 
children and consequently, this can affect the 
entire family environment. 


If parents fulfil their duties towards all thelr 
children by meeting their basic needs. this 
can lead to more caring children and a healthy 
family atmosphere as well as a better social 
environment. Neglectful parents risk losing 
their ties with their own children or in worse 
Cases being subjected to ill-treatment by their 
children later on in life 


Women’s status in Islam 


In Islam there is absolutely no difference bet- 
ween men and women as far as their relationship 
with Allah is concerned, as both are promised 
the same reward for good conduct and the same 
punishment for evil conduct. Islam regards men 
and women as being of the same essence 
created from a single soul. Their obligations 
and rights are also similar, with some distinct 


differences. The Quran says: 


“...And they (women) have rights similar to 
those (of men) over them in kindness...” 
(Quran, The Heifer 2: 228) 


As in the verse on the opposite page, the 
Quran, in addressing the believers, often uses 


the expression, ‘believing men and women’ to 
emphasise the equality of men and women in 
regard to their respective duties, rights, virtues 
and merits. It also says: 


“Enter into Paradise, you and your 
wives, with delight.” 
(Quran, Ornaments of Gold 43: 70) 


Protecting women’s rights is an important theme 
in the Quran and in the verse shown opposite it 
admonishes those men who oppress or ill-treat 


women. 


When it is considered that before the advent of 
Islam, the pagan Arabs used to bury their female 
children alive, make women dance naked in the 
vicinity of the Kaaba during their annual fairs 
and treat women as objects of sexual pleasure, 
possessing no rights or position whatsoever, 
these teachings of the Quran were nothing short 


of revolutionary. 
282 


“O you who believe! You are 
forbidden to inherit women against 
their will. Nor should you treat them 

with harshness, that you may take 
away part of the dowry you have 
given them - except when they have 
become guilty of open lewdness. 
On the contrary live with them on 
a footing of kindness and equity. If 
you take a dislike to them, it may be 
that you dislike something and Allah 
will bring about through it, 
a great deal of good.” 


(Quran, Women 4: 19 


Opposite page: The Taj Mahal in Agra, India, 1s co: 
one of the most beautiful buildings in the world and t! 
example of the late style of Islamic architecture. The M 
emperor Shah Jahan ordered it to be buult after the death 
of his wife. Mumtaz Mahal. The building was designe 
local Muslim architect Ustad Ahmad Lahort. Set tn 11 
laid out grounds, it was intended to be a reflection 
gardens of Paradise. The entire complex, with gardens, p 
structures and mosque, was completed in 1643 
Following pages: Dramatic reflection of tht 
Persekutuan Mosque in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Th 
Structure 1s one of the grandest mosques If the wi rid a 
be seen for miles around. The mosque’s entrance Is a Ss! 
twenty eight metres, a masterpiece of white marbi 
with dark green granite calligraphy from the Quran. | 
the mosque, the dazzling prayer niche (wihrab) wall is a | 


marble floral arabesque, inlaid with semi precious stone: 


indeed, the Muslim men and Muslim women, the believing men and believing 


jomen, the obedient men and obedient women, the truthful men and truthful 
women, the patient men and patient women, the humble men and humble 
women, the charitable men and charitable women. the fasting men and 
fasting women, the men who guard their chastity and the women who do so 
and the men who remember Allah often and the women who do so for them 


Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great reward.” 
(Quran, The Clans 33: 35) 


Islam has accorded women rights over 1400 years 
ago, which we now take for granted. Islam offered 
women dignity, justice and protection which had 
long remained out of their reach. If we look at any 
other civilisation in history, we will not find women 
playing a major role in its establishment. Islam is the 
only Civilisation where a leading input in terms of the 
transmission, establishment and support was based 
upon the efforts of women. This is historical fact which 
iS not open to interpretation. Far from Struggling in 
aggressive campaigns for mere acknowledgement 
of her existence, the woman in Islam is effortlessly 
awarded liberties and privileges from her Lord. 
The carpet of ease and dignity is rolled out under 
the woman's feet in Islam and she is entrusted with 
important tasks that beautifully adorn her nature. 


The Prophet Muhammad (££) wanted to put a stop 
to all cruelties to women, so he preached kindness 
towards them. He told Muslims: 


“The best of you are they who behave 
best to their wives. 


(Mishkat al-Masabih, Transmitted by Tirmidhi). 


The Prophet Muhammad (2) was most emphatic in 
enjoining upon Muslims to be kind to their women 
when he delivered his famous last sermon on the 
Mount of Mercy at Arafat in the presence of one 
hundred and twenty-four thousand of his companions 
who had gathered there for the ‘Farewell Pilgrimage 


(Hajj al-Wada). 


“A Muslim must not hate his wife and if he be 
displeased with one bad quality 
in her, let him be 
pleased with one that is good. ’ 


In his sermon he ordered those present and through 
them all those Muslims who were to come later, to be 
respectful and kind towards women. He Said: 


‘Fear Allah regarding women. Verily you have 
married them with the trust of Allah and made their 
bodies lawful with the word of Allah. You have got 
(rights) over them and {hey have got (rights) over you 


in respect of their food and clothing according to your 
means.” 


Financial Status 


In Islam a woman is a completely independent 
personality. She can make any contract or bequest 
In her own name. She is entitled to inherit in her 
position as mother, as wife, as sister and as daughter. 
She has perfect liberty to choose her husband. The 
pagan society of pre-Islamic Arabia had an irrational 
prejudice against their female children. many of whom 
were often buried alive. The Messenger of Allah was 
totally opposed to this obscene practice. He taught 
them that supporting their female children would act 
as a screen for them against the fire of Hell. 


islam teaches that human beings were created to 
worship and submit to Allah the Creator. There are 
Separate defined roles for men and for women and itis 
the Creator who defines these roles. Views concerning 
women are based on divine guidance in the Quran 
and by the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (2s). 
The economic rights of women were denied before 
Islam and continued to be denied in secular cultures 
after it, only being awarded to women relatively 
recently. However, over 14 centuries ago, Islam gave 
women the right to personal ownership of property 
and wealth. The womans right to her money, real 
estate or other property was acknowledged and this 
right does not change after marriage. 


As discussed previously, Islamic civilisation 
unlike any other, from its very beginning has 
been supported and founded by women. For 
example, the first person to believe in the 
Blessed Prophet Muhammad (2) was his wife 
Lady Khadijah (=). She was a business woman 
with her own property and wealth and it was 
through her money and support that, the Prophet 
Muhammad (&z) was able to spread the message 
of Islam in his first year of prophethood. 


The Right of Inheritance 


Islam gives women the right of inheritance 
whereas in some cultures, women were 
themselves considered objects to be inherited! 
The woman is allotted inheritance and this Is 
hers to retain and manage - no one including 
her father or her husband, can lay any claim to It. 
Generally, her share is one half the man’s share. 
This variation in inheritance is consistent with 
the variations in the financial responsibilities for 
men and women. Men are justly allotted a larger 
share because the woman, by divine right, Is 
completely free from all financial responsibility 
and all her monetary requirements are met by 
her father, brother or husband as the case may 


be. 


Political Involvement 


An objective study of early Islamic history reveals 
the important political role of women in Islam 
Women have always had the right to participate 
In public affairs. Throughout Islamic history, we 
find examples of women participating in serious 
debates. For example, during the Caliphate 
of Umar Ibn al Khattab (=), a woman publicly 
debated with him and proved to be correct in 
an argument to which the leader, with humility, 
declared before an audience: “The woman is 
right and Umar is wrong.” 


One of Prophet Muhammad's (2) wives, Lady 


Ayesha (=) is regarded as one of the greatest 
scholars of Islam. She has narrated numerous 
Prophetic statements and is amongst the few 
who have given many religious pronouncements 
and verdicts and has also explained many 
verses of the Quran. 


Another influential woman from the early period 
of Islamic history was Lady Hafsah (<=). She was 
an intellectual who collected copies of the Quran 
as it was dictated by Prophet Muhammad (>) 
and written down by his scribes. This was the 
text which was handed down to Caliph Uthman 


ibn Affan (=~) and established as the standard 


text that was circulated throughout the Islamic 


world. 
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Marriage 


Prophet Muhammad (2) encouraged the 
institution of marriage and good relationships 
between spouses. The issue of marriage in 
Islam is often misunderstood by many people. 
The idea of forced marriage is completely 
alien and hostile to the teaching of the Prophet 
Muhammad (&:). Women have the right to 
choose their marriage partner and the marriage 
must have her free consent. Upon entering 
marriage women are also entitled to retain their 
maiden name; this is symbolic of her unique 
identity. Together with all the required provisions 
for her welfare and protection at the time of 
marriage, Islam additionally gives the woman 
the right to a dowry (Mahr). This is a gift from the 
husband symbolising his love and affection. The 
ownership of her wealth does not transfer to the 
her in-laws, father or husband upon marriage 
but is entirely at the disposal of the woman. 


The Prophet Muhammad (2) exhorted men to 
marry women of piety and women to be faithful 
to their husbands and kind to their children. He 
(°) said: “Among my followers the best of men 
are those who are best to their wives and the 
best of women are those who are best to their 
husbands. To such women is set down a reward 
equivalent to the reward of a thousand martyrs. 
Among my followers, again, the best of women 
are those who assist their husbands in their 
work and love them dearly for everything, save 
what is a transgression of Allah’s laws.” 


The natural difference between the sexes is 
acknowledged in Islam and the _ physically 
stronger male is given a greater degree of 
responsibility concerning economic mainten- 
ance and protection and overall leadership of 
the family. This responsibility does not imply 
superiority over the woman. 
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Widows 


A real test for a woman is when her husband 
passes away and as a widow, the responsibility 
of maintaining the children falls upon her. In 
the Eastern World, where a woman does not 
always go out to earn her living, the problems 
of being a widow are very difficult. The Prophet 
Muhammad (2) upheld the cause of widows. In 
fact most of his wives were widows. In an age 
when widows were rarely permitted to re-marry, 
the Prophet encouraged his followers to marry 
them. He was always ready to help widows and 
exhorted his followers to do the same. 


Divorce 


Not only is the womans right to decide her 
marriage partner recognised, butalso the right to 
terminate an unsuccessful marriage. However 
Islam enjoins that both parties observe a waiting 
period (roughly three months) before a divorce 
is finalised. This helps to prevent irrational 
decisions taking place in the midst of a trauma 
that may be developing and for the sake of 
the family’s stability, especially where children 
are involved. Both husband and wife can then 
assess the situation rationally before making 
any decision. When divorce is unavoidable 


Allah instructs the husband to depart from his 


wife peacefully with no malice. 


Opposite page: Courtyard houses are common in the | 
world and reflect the nomadic influences of the region. | 
yard homes are perhaps more prevalent in temperate cli 
as an open central court can be an important aid for coo 
houses in warm weather especially, if it incorporates 
fountain within the courtyard. In some Islamic culture 
courtyards also provide outdoor space for women to r 


observed. 


“And of His signs is 
that He created for 
you from yourselves 
mates that you may find _ . 
tranquillity in them; an Pi 
He placed between you) 
affection and meréy, 
Indeed in that aresigns 
for a people wha gives 
thought.” = 


(Quran, The Romans 30: 21). 
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Family Life 


This is the most important social institution 
responsible for the upbringing of the next 
generation of society. The family has the greatest 
influence on the morality of any generation. 
Islamic law is therefore very strict with regard 
to the protection of the objectives of the family. 
Adultery, being one of the main reasons for 
family break up and an immorality in itself, is an 
offence under Islamic law. 


The severe punishment for adultery, however. 
serves more as a deterrent in view of the strict 
conditions required before it can be enforced. 
No less than four reliable and dependable 
witnesses who each saw the physical act taking 
place are required for a judge to rule such a 
punishment. Since adultery in the presence of 
less than four witnesses is still not punishable 
by Shariah law, it seems that the accusation that 
Shariah is too severe and barbaric with respect 


to adultery is simply void. 
As a Mother 


Islam reminds us to be kind to our parents and 
in particular to the mother, as she bears the 
child from one hardship to another, through the 
difficulties of pregnancy and childhood. When 
a woman becomes a mother in Islam, her seat 
of honour and dignity becomes extra special. 
As shown on the opposite page many sayings 
of the Prophet Muhammad (#:) emphasise the 
respect that should be given to the mother. 


However, many women today, feel that 
motherhood iS not considered to be a career that 
brings in financial gains and fulfilment Yet Allah 
has filled the life of a mother with Opportunities 
wonderful challenges, immense reward and 
constant fulfilment. These are certainly important 
responsibilities which confirm that her role IS 
varied, rewarding and indispensable. 


The difference is that a mother does her duty 
IN an environment of care, love and respect. 
A mother is also in a unique position to play a 
substantial part in the way a whole generation 
is educated, guided and trained. Motherhood 
itself is a noble profession. It requires skill 
and professionalism, commitment and care. 
devotion and dedication. This is why in Islam it 
is more important to shape the future generation 
first before pursuing a career outside. However, 
some women work full time out of financial 
necessity and still remain responsible for the 
house work and child-care too. 
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Opposite page: Newborn babies are able to feel 
different sensavions, but respond most enthusiasticall\ < 
stroking, cuddling and caressing, Gentle rocking back and | 
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often calms a crying infant, as do massages and warm bat 


In Islam, children are a source of delight and an adornm<¢ 
the world granted by Allah to their parents. They give vigol 
the heart, joy to the soul and pleasure to the eyes. All hops 
the future lies with our children. Islam has elevated the statu 
children and has laid down manners for their treatment r¢ 


to all their affairs at each stage of their lives. 


Following page: A colourful water lily with a beautiful © 
verse explaining the rights of parents over their children 
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them in terms of honour. And 
lower unto them the wing 
of submission and humility, 
through mercy and say: “My 
Lord! Bestow on them your 
Mercy as they did bring me) 

up when! was youn 1g. 


(Quran, The Night: fom Ane}23-24) 
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Chapter 1 ] 
Sslam‘s Contribution 
TO Civilisation 


Imagine a world where the modern day system 
of numbers had never been invented and where 
there was no knowledge of vaccination or 
cataractremovalor processes suchas distillation. 
Imagine a world where computers, schools. 
universities, pharmacies and hospitals did not 
exist. Imagine a world without inventions such as 
Surgical instruments, pointed-arches, hydraulics. 
water-raising machines, crank-shafts, pin-hole 
Cameras, soap, the toothbrush, fountain pens, 
carpets, cheques and novels. These are justa few 
examples of the many hundreds of revolutionary 
inventions that were introduced by Islamic 
Civilisation. Some of these discoveries were of 
such magnitude that they laid the foundations 
for many of the subsequent revolutionary 
discoveries over the last 1,000 years. 


Unfortunately, little is told in the West about 
the glorious history of Islamic civilisation. 
From the 7th century, Islam brought people 
from different nations and cultures together 
into a society in which the life honour and 
property of every citizen, Muslim and non- 
Muslim, was secure. Furthermore, Islam broke 
the shackles of ignorance that had engulfed 
humanity and provided for them a system in 
which they excelled, among other things, in the 
development of science. One has to only look at 
the origins of many commonly used words such 
as alcohol, algebra, algorithm, cipher, earth, 
monsoon and so on, to realise that these words 
are derived from Arabic. Scientists from all 
different backgrounds, Muslims as well as non- 
Muslims, excelled in numerous fields such as 
architecture, astronomy, geography, medicine 
and mathematics. These inventors changed the 
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world with their numerous innovations that are 
taken for granted in daily life. 


it was between the 8th and 13th centuries that 
the most ground-breaking scientific inventions 
were made. The Muslim world was filled with 
libraries, hospitals and universities. Greatcentres 
of learning and excellence were established 
in the cities of Baghdad, Istanbul. Samarkand. 
Bukhara and Cordoba. It was a time when the 
likes of Al-Biruni, Al-Khwarizmi, Ibn Sina. AI- 
Razi and hundreds more scientists shaped 
the modern sciences in such a way that in the 
mind of the historian Briffault, “science owes 
a great deal more to the Arab culture, it owes 
its existence.” He further comments that “had 
it not been for such Muslim upsurge, modern 
European civilisation would never have arisen at 
all. (R Briffault: The Making of Humanity, George 
Unwin and Allen, London, 1928, p.191). 


Martin Levey points out the crucial timing of the 
Muslim scientific upsurge, during the times of 
darkness elsewhere and how it inspired much 
of Europe. “/n a time when the movement oi 
ideas was at a relative standstill,” he says, [he 
Muslims came along with a new outlook, with 
a sense of enquiry into the old and finally to 4 
point where Western Europe could take ove! 
this thoroughly examined knowledge ana endow 
its ripeness with a completely fresh approach ol 
its own” (M.Levey: Early Arabic Pharmacology 


Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1973, p.71). 
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Astronomy ere | Botany 


In the field of botany, the work of Abu Hanifa 
al-Dinawari (died 895) from Andalusia in Muslim 
Spain, Was made known by the German schol- 
ar Silberberg. He wrote a thesis in Breslau in 
1908, which contained Abu Hanifa al-Dinawari's 
descriptions of about 400 plants. However, what 


Over 1000 years ago, scientists in the Islamic | OS Oe &— is described by Silberberg is just a small part of 
world started to develop sophisticated instru- a DVS. | | al-Dinawaris work, as only 2 out of 6 volumes 
ments such as the astrolabe, which has been {SEG RN it: tae : have survived. 

described as the single most important calcu- ig ate ap ; 

lating device before the invention of the digital 

computer. Along with the quadrant and good 

navigational maps, these instruments paved the 

way for many Muslim and European voyages of 

discovery. 


In astronomy, the Arabic names of stars and 
constellations and the Arabic origins of the 
words azimuth (as-sumut), ‘nadir’ (nazir) and 
‘zenith (samt) all point to the great contribution 
of the Muslims towards this field. 
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Astronomy 


In astronomy, the Arabic names of stars and 
constellations and the Arabic origins of the 
words ‘azimuth’ (as-sumut), ‘nadir’ (nazir) and 
zenith’ (samt) all point to the great contribution 
of the Muslims towards this field. 


Over 1000 years ago, scientists in the Islamic 
world started to develop sophisticated instru- 
ments such as the astrolabe, which has been 
described as the single most important calcu- 
lating device before the invention of the digital 
computer. Along with the quadrant and good 
navigational maps, these instruments paved the 
way for many Muslim and European voyages of 
discovery. 
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Above: Al-Burini’s treatise on the astrolabe (14th centur 


Below: The manuscript shows a 13th century sketch of | 
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In the field of botany, the work of Abu Hanifa 
al-Dinawari (died 895) from Andalusia in Muslim 
Spain, Was made known by the German schol- 
ar Silberberg. He wrote a thesis in Breslau in 
1908, which contained Abu Hanifa al-Dinawari’s 
descriptions of about 400 plants. However. what 
is described by Silberberg is just a small part of 
al-Dinawaris work, as only 2 out of 6 volumes 
have survived. 


Above and top right: In his treatise on the Earth. Dina 
describes a varicty of soils. explaining which 1s TOO 
planting, its properties and qualities. Dinawari also 


the phases of plant growth, including the production of flov 


and fruit. He then covers various cri ps including cereals, vit 


and date palms. Relying on his predecessors, he also explau 
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Chemistry 
In chemistry, the most fundamental develop- ; : apawpeering 
ment was the initiation of its practical side. Ex- { iia. Sa BE Oo ative achievements in the 
perimentation differentiated Islamic from ancient CR Be See : fields of Brincering and mechanical technol- 
Greek science, which was mostly based upon x NSE pe | } ; ee | 
speculation. This development laid down the ae e Pr ee oo” Ge Of Islamic Science’ 
very foundation of modern chemistry | QAR ee : Amongst the achievements of Islamic engineers 
; : » jiwitea + | are the design and construction of various types 
7 of clocks and instruments, segmental gears, 
sinking floats serving as actuators, hydraulic 
devices and machines for crushing sugar cane, 
— > extracting vegetable oils and lifting water. Some 
“The first essential in chemistry is that you | earn PAI a ae of these machines have survived to this day. 
should perform practical work and conduct ex- fas Sad aes 2 ue 
periments...” (E.J Holmyard, Makers of Chem- a FEO ae ie In the field of hydraulic engineering and water 
istry, Oxford at the Claredon Press, 1931, p. u. SG as ae Management, Muslim mastery of this technol- 
60). eee | Ogy Was far more advanced than acknowledged 


Some of Jabir’s work includes Khawass al-Jabir Fy 5 a | > Dy many historians. Muslim engineers built hun- 
Siig Setar . dreds of huge dams, bridges, water reservoirs 


(Great book of Chemical Properties) and al- h : doa silelie ih, ii x2  & } 
Mizaj (Chemical Combination). He also built a SPU PATS st : and canals in a variety of structures and forms 
precise weighing scale and ten centuries before MP ati tk Aaa 4 i using techniques which reached great heights 
John Dalton, he defined chemical combinations Shopng es ~ : of ingenuity. 
as the union of elements together. Jabir also tea Ce | > See | | 
invented fireproof paper and perfected various er tihe Wer a giny : mine Gevelopment of mechanical engineering, 
chemical processes such as crystallisation, dis- gas Sec bn SIE mpossibie fer ewempnasise ue bame,ol 
tillation, purification, filtration, sublimation and Sage he, 7 AMeJazali. in Meo Re) Ee pretec JIE famous 
[: La tenige cn! aoe : DOOK in which he describes fifty mechanical de- 


reduction. UA ig vb : _ ae | | ) 
Sameer wowace: Vices in six different categories, including water 


Jabir lbn Hayyam (722 to 815) was one of the 
earliest Arab chemists. On the crucial role of ex- 
perimentation Jabir says; 


clocks, machines for raising water and a hand 
washing device . 
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Above right: The a/inbiq apparatus was used by Muslim 


. - s » pir \ psa ahs NS ores 
chemusts tor distillanon purposes. [The name al inbiq has been AAl_ Pr , 


PML (CIF IDPH PRI LIPS Ap awW's. Above right: A diagram of Al-Jazari’s 13th century wate: 
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A W- NS ON ees raising device. 
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< 5 SPOT ANS a encysr sh i psp in Middle: An illustration of clock construction 
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:0em composed in Spain by Ibn Arta Rass. aA to -- | ‘th 
| | , Tee notte Bottom: The Pul-i-Bulaiti dam on the Ab-i-Gargar canal, [ran 
} O erted eeeel «oa MA ene bw 7 : - 
: 7 alt atin J dle ash phil The dam provides one of the earliest examples of hydr ypowe! 
Be > A leaf fro omposite volume of alchemical STAN, Daten te AOU Md or ole\; 
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: - : : PLN GI Nadia Noodles etl yD ftps | in the Muslim world. Tunnels cul through the rock on eirnet 
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Kitab al-Rahib by Jabir ibn Hayyan, while the lower half is the yor a | a 
: Weedlabhcas Nirah and prLelionntols Ke. | Operating industrial milling processes. 


beginning of an extended extract from Aristotle’s Meteorologia Noladaoaas gaan chy 
in an Arabic translation. FAB ISHS NMC sle), , ; 

Following pages: A fine example of a 17th century brass 
“Bist astrolabe (Exhibition Islam collection). 
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Geography Mathematics 
Muslims travelled widely during the Middle Ages. | a ae ee Zee lmtge roe Although most iamic texts on mathematics 
They travelled on pilgrimage to Makkah and on Wie es BF fos|) ia were written In Arabic, they were not all written WSS nei 
vast caravans for trade across Africa, the Middle \Wieetuu. seem |) 7% We : byAfabs; as Arabic was used as the written clearer | 
East, America and Asia. Therefore, geography iF a Sa b yf or. aT language of non-Arab scholars throughout the a } 
and map making (cartography) were important at a, { ANN Lyi Y Gk Islamic world at the time. Some of the most imp- : orgs pee 
subjects. Al-Idrisi (1099-1166) is best known in | eae ole tae me : ortant Islamic mathematicians were Persian. | i ees 
the West as a geographer, who made a silver Pa ate Y Ws ag see : Muhammad ibn Musa al-Kwarizmi, a 9th cen- @ 2 SS a bee 
globe weighing 400kg for the Christian King \ aes OS Sl ee ie \ tury Persian mathematician and astronomer to J 
Roger Il of Sicily. Some scholars regard him as | PR NY S| OY tie Fo the Caliph of Baghdad, wrote several impor- 
Hie greatest geographer and cartographer ofitne | . in , yf igs. pak fant DookKs on the Hindu-Arabic numerals and 
Middle Ages, who put together a geographical | eae Sits ’ el Sante " | on methods for solving equations. His book on 
encyclopaedia containing many maps. | ————_— ea RE A ‘Calculation with Hindu Numerals’, written about 
Pe 7 pe 825, along with the work of the Arab mathema- 
tician al-Kindi, were instrumental in spreading 
Indian mathematics and Indian numerals to the 
West. The word algorithm is derived from the 
Latinization of his name, A/goritmi and the word 
algebra from the title of one of his works, Al- 
Kitab al-mukhtasar fi hisab al-gabr wa’l-muqa- 
Dala (The Compendious Book on Calculation 
by Completion and Balancing). Al-Khwarizmi is DP Acai ee 
often called the ‘father of algebra”, for his pres- ' eBay Aad ral as 
Above: Piri Reis (full name Hadji Muhiddin Pin Ibn Had ervation of ancient algebraic methods and for xen xo py 
Turkish fleet in th his Original contributions to the field. ue Aerhxst, Alyn ts 6 
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Mehmed) was a famous admiral of the 
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sixteenth century. The surviving fragment of his first world 
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map (1513) shows the western coast of Africa, the eastern co | Another famous mathematician. al-Batan! (850 
of South America and the northern coast of Antarctica. } = 929), travelled widely in the Middle East and 
most striking characteristic of the map, however, !s le" | India. He was the first person to introduce the 
accuracy in positioning the continents (particularly the relat indian numbering system and the concept of the | 
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between Africa and South America) which was unparalicled ? 7 
ayaa ae zero to the Middle East. Later this numbering 


for its time. Even maps drawn decades later did not have su \= =: 
2X) ac > 


sysieém would replace Roman numerals in 
observed in other maps of Piri Reis in his Ke/ab-7 Bahr) : Europe. The use of the zero enabled Muslims 
of Navigation). The map of Piri Reis perfectly fits an azimut! to denote units of tens. hundreds and so on. 
gimenins Pear se the world centred ; Cairo ng When this numerical system was introduced Eee Pythagorean Theorem in the ic translation Ot 
yelieve it’s also the oldest surviving map of Antarctica, des) : : 
being drawn more than 3 Se are the official discove! lo Medieval Europe it transformed the whole 

| science of mathematics. Even in the West today Below: The Compendious Book on Colborne 

the numbering system is still known as Arabic salancin the 9th century by Al-Kawarizmi “the 

Left: A 12th century world map by Al-Idrisi was drawn wit! numerals. 


accurate positioning and proportions; a quality which 
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Medicine 


In the field of medicine two of the most famous Ophthalmology 
‘ors PrMerpela De.) 5 Shep 
ee ~-) oes ~ —_ ion, Ee gms 


physicians that lived in the Islamic world were te, TT ; 

al-Razi (865-925) and Ibn Sina (980-1037). See FN) Sy / In the field of Ophthalmology, Muslim scientists FID aN ca eran os | 

Considered the world’s best clinician of the y an 4 | proguced many original works on the anato- ie Sao ne coy 

Middle Ages, al-Razi, during the 10th century, : GA NSM eine my of the eye. They introduced terms such as oF age mar Sim ac Isls siUasad 

made great advances in the treatment of kidney Barve” has +3 Conjunctiva, Cornea and Retina. However, the 

stones and bladder problems. He also presented Sy rol | Crea’ i, greatest single contribution by Muslim Ophthal- 

the first ever clinical report on smallpox which, yh of orl ox mologists, was in the field of cataracts. As early 

included a method for vaccination. Ibn Sina’s ca ¥ as the 10th Century cataract operations were 

famous medical book The Canon of Medicine : EE being performed in places such as Baghdad. 

(al-Qanun fi al-Tibb) was a monumental work. 

It contained a million words spread over 14 vol- ye taP> a 

umes. It Is regarded as the single most famous Sts “ re See ) 
: ; : - — : St PITT, 

book in the history of medicine; and it remained | Ape et. se patches YbeG cae Cig 

a Standard medical reference text in Europe for ; Ry F | Pian [ees aaa eee 

over 700 years. ; 
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Above: Pages from a book called The Resu/t of Thinking alk 
Cure of Eye Diseases (Natiat al-Fikar fi Wlaj Amrad al-Basar) wr 
fen in Cairo by Path al-Din al-Qaysi during the | 3th century. 
| 
Above right: Eye diagram show! ing eye function, from an aT ET et yy ass 
abridgement of the 10th century Oanun | ‘Canon) of Ibn Sina by BPN sho POSE J: ; AR 


Ibn al-Nafis Sos an)’ xi ee Sate 
mee be bere hee 


Above: Anatomical drawing. Arabic medicine was 
Europe throughout the Middle Ages. From the very fi! 
cal school of Salerno down to Vesalius. Western doc! 


Above: Diagram with extensive text denoting the layout of the taught by the Muslims. 
Right: Arabic manuscript on the Anatom) 0} the eye written 


muscles, from The Anatomy of the Human Body (Vashrih-t badan- 
; k, Lhe | around the year 1200 by al-Mutadibih. 


Below: Pages from Ibn Sina’s famous medical book, ! 


/ insam) written in Persian at the end of the 14th century by 
of Medicine (al-Oanun fi al-hbd). 


Mansur tbn IIvas. 


304 


Pharmacy 


In pharmacy and pharmacology, Muslim scien- surgery 


tists made great contributions. By the 9th century, 


pharmacy was a recognised profession in the Many physicians such as, al-Zahrawi (930 to 


1013) and Ibn Sina also practised surgery. 


| Islamic world. Ev j + 
pharmacies not sey iniite Harken tae | These two physicians along with al-Razi greatly 
in hospitals and clinics. In the 11th t inspired Europe. Most of their works were trans- 
Biruni wrote one of th inf Sok uy, ah — lated Into Latin and served as standard medical 
| hi € most influential books in | and surgical references in Europe for hundreds 
this field called, The Book of Pharmacology. He _ of years. 


i| outlined the properties of drugs and defined the 
functions and role of a pharmacist. In line with 
regulations nowadays, by the 12th century, many 


As far back as the 10th century, when surgery in 
Europe was dishonourably considered the prac- 


| Nee , | ice Of Guacks’ and “barbers”, trained Muslim 
| : Islamic cities started to implement and enforce : tice q | raine sli 
health and safe | surgeons were performing a huge array of sur- 

| Dibecec es iniphermacies: | gical procedures. I heir success was mainly due 


to the use of fine sutures, the soporific sponge 
(the precursor of modern anaesthesia; a sponge 
Soaked with aromatics and narcotics and held 
fo the patient's nostrils) and the use of purified 
alcohol to wounds as an antiseptic agent. Re- 
markably, the first European use of antiseptics 
in surgery was some eight centuries later by the 
British surgeon Joseph Lister in 1865 Above: Anatomical drawings appended) to 
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Above: Decorated opening of The Storehouse of Medicaments 
Concerning the Explanation of Materia Medica (Makhzan al-Adwiyah 
Dar-i Bayan-i Adwiyah) by the 18th Century physician Muhammad 
Husayn ibn Muhammad Hadi al-* Aqili al-- Alavi, a pracutoner 
in India. 
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The material culture of Islam has been and still 
remains, immensely richandvariedto this present 
day. The magnificently diverse arts of Islam 
range from huge architectural developments, 
miniature painting, book binding, beautiful 
Quranic calligraphy, lacquer, metalwork, unique 
pottery, ceramics, glass and rock crystal, arms 
and armour, lavish textiles and coins. Islamic 
art Is characterized by Quranic calligraphy and 
geometric design and continues to enrich Islamic 
culture and influence many artists today. It is far 
beyond the scope of this book to discuss this 
Subject in detail. A sample of the more unique 
exhibits from Exhibition Islam’s collection are 
presented in the following pages. 


! ) ) 
\ beautiful 18th century Islamic Mosque Lamy] 
| xhibiti Tt) Islam collection ‘ 


Opposite: 


nade from blown enamelled glass 
Triacit I 
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18 -v br 
th century brass Ottoman oil lamp in tl 


r shape of a shoe (Exhibition Islam collection 


Above: 19th Century Ottoman General’s button made 


sily er and enamel. 


Above and top right: \ ceries of extensively decorated 18th 


century Middle Eastern metal ware pieces. 


t 
} 
. 
' 
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18th ce vO) fat SES yyae r 
entury Ottoman scribes’ inkwell made from brass (Exhibition [slam collection). 


‘ ) IC | yade fr lay (Ex yn Islam collection 
\ very rare 9th century oil lamp from Jerusalem. | -aditional Islamic design and made from clay (Exhibitor 


Islamic Coins 


The coins of the Islamic world presented here Furthermore, coins bearing the ruler’s name and 
are primarily religious, political and cultural doc- those of the cities under his rule, reminded his 
uments which form a unique historical record. subjects of his power and responsibility for their 
Classical Muslim coins usually proclaim faith in economic needs. A change of ruler was made 
Allah, The Unique and Everlasting and also af- official when he was first mentioned publicly in 
firm the Prophethood of Muhammad (£5), the the Friday sermon and when coins were issued 
Messenger of Allah. They also generally con- in his name. 

tain a statement of the place and date in which 

they were struck and, frequently the name of the 

ruler, his father, the future heir or political over- 

lords. This enables the student to understand 

the interrelationships which bound each dynasty Z 

to the larger world of Islam. Soi Hyon SS 


silver coin minted by the Caliph Abd al -Rahman Til during 
Spanish Muslim rule in the 10th century. 


lf the complete series of coins issued by every 
Muslim dynasty were preserved and published, 
historians would be able to list with accuracy the 
names of each ruler and his principal vassals in 
every part of the world of Islam from the second 
century of Islam. They would also be able to 
determine with considerable accuracy the 
boundaries of each Islamic civilisation, at every 


point in its history. 


Coin minted around 750 during Umayyad Caliphate in 11th century coin minted by Yayha al-Mamun the 
Palestine/Syria. ruler of Toledo, Spain. 


Why have Muslim coins always been so 
important? In an age before newspapers, radio 
and television, the mosque and the coinage were 
the primary means of communication between Above: The earliest Islamic coins in existes 
a ruler and his people and, statements made around 652-664 during the rule of the Calip! 
through both mediums had the power of law Affan (2) and Ali Ibn Abi Talib The abo 
behind them. The protection of Allah was invoked an Arab Sasanian coin from the old Persian em) 
for the well-being of the sovereign whose name | 

. coins collection. When Persian rule came to an ena 
was proclaimed by the imam from the Minbar rulers ¢ irried On USINY the old coinage ot th al el 
(his seat of authority) to the congregation of the emperor €0 a8 not to cause unnecessary sufferis 
faithful during the Friday sermon (Khutba). especially to many of the poor and need\ Ho 


all marked with the Arabic ins« ription ‘Bismillah’ 1 

. " /9 . ~ , : : 
Rati Sakae : 1/2 Quirate minted by Ibn Wazir in 12th century 
Islamic Portugal. 
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islamic Coins 


The coins of the Islamic world presented here 
are primarily religious, political and cultural doc- 
uments which form a unique historical record. 
Classical Muslim coins usually proclaim faith in 
Allah, The Unique and Everlasting and also af- 
firm the Prophethood of Muhammad (25), the 
Messenger of Allah. They also generally con- 
tain a statement of the place and date in which 
they were struck and, frequently the name of the 
ruler, his father, the future heir or political over- 
lords. This enables the student to understand 
the interrelationships which bound each dynasty 
to the larger world of Islam. 


lf the complete series of coins issued by every 


Muslim dynasty were preserved and published, 
historians would be able to list with accuracy the 
names of each ruler and his principal vassals in 
every part of the world of Islam from the second 
century of Islam. They would also be able to 
determine with considerable accuracy the 
boundaries of each Islamic civilisation, at every 


point in its history. 


Why have Muslim coins always been so 
important? In an age before newspapers, radio 
and television, the mosque and the coinage were 
the primary means of communication between 
a ruler and his people and, statements made 
through both mediums had the power of law 
behind them. The protection of Allah was invoked 
for the well-being of the sovereign whose name 
was proclaimed by the /mam from the Minbar 
(his seat of authority) to the congregation of the 
faithful during the Friday sermon (Khutba). 


Furthermore, coins bearing the ruler’s name and 
those of the cities under his rule, reminded his 
subjects of his power and responsibility for their 
economic needs. A change of ruler was made 
official when he was first mentioned publicly in 
the Friday sermon and when coins were issued 
in his name. 


~ 


Signy apr? ; 4 


Above: The earliest Islamic coins in existen 
around 652 664 during the rule oOo! the ( alip! 
Affan (~*~) and Ali Ibn Abi Talib (=). The al 

an Arab Sasanian coin from the old Persian empu 
of the oldest coins in Exhibition Islam's pri 

coins collection. When Persian rule came to an eé1 
rulers carried on using the old coinage of the | 
Cimmperor SO aS not to cause unnecessary sultferin 
especially to many of the poor and needy. However 
all marked with the Arabic inscription ‘Bismillah’ m 


Name of Allah’. 


Silver coin minted by the Caliph Abd al -Rahman III during 
Spanish Muslim rule in the 10th century. 


Coin minted around 750 during Umayyad Caliphate in 11th century coin minted by Yayha al-Mamun the 
Palestine/Syria. ruler of Toledo, Spain. 


Arab Byzantine coin minted in 670-700 in E:missa, Syria. 


12 Oni , rj tur 
1/2 Quirate minted by Ibn Wazir in 12th century 
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Islamic Portugal. 


\\ 


\ \ 


Islamic Architecture 


islam influences every aspect of daily life for the 
follower. It is hardly Surprising therefore, to see 
the way of life reflected in architecture, urban 
design and our natural environment. Islam 
IS not a nomadic or a monastic tradition nor 
one that has a sub-culture based on prestige. 
islamic civilisation did not see monasteries 
and nomadic retreats set up outside of the 
general populace. Islam teaches that all 
Muslims are equal before Allah and there are 
certain obligations on each and every Muslim 
not just on a few individuals. Enlightenment, 
prayer, reflection and worship is for everyone. 


The focus on collective worship, the congre- 
gational prayer, cleanliness, attendance of the 
mosque on a daily and weekly basis, are obli- 
gations that involve the whole community. The 
mosque or masjid is at the very heart of every 
Islamic community. Throughout Islamic history, 
the masjid complex has always performed a va- 
riety of functions and is not just regarded as a 
place for prayer alone; it can act, for example, 
as a school, university, hospital and even a fort. 


The Prophet Muhammad (#:) wanted to ensure 
that ideas of nationalism, tribalism and racism 
played no part in Islamic communities. Thus, 
cities became cultural melting pots and in 
many places Islam emerged as a civilisation 
with different cultures and religions. Apart from 
Makkah and Madinah, there were not many 
cities in the Islamic world where the population 
was entirely Muslim. Muslims have always lived 
alongside Jewish and Christian communities. 


As Islam expanded and grew becoming the 


dominant political force within the Middle East, 


316 


the tolerance towards other religions did not 

disappear. To this day, communities of Jews 

an Christians can be found all over the Middle 
ast. 


such was the success of the Organisation and 
planning of early Islamic cities that many of the 
major cities that span from Algiers to Delhi and 
beyond can be traced back to an Islamic past. 
Although it is beyond the scope of this book to 
give a detailed review of Islamic architecture. 
this section has been included to briefly illus- 
trate the rich history of Islamic civilisation. From 
the beautiful Ottoman arches of the Prophet 
Muhammad's (2) Mosque in Madinah and the 
majestic domes and slender minarets of the 
Grand Suleymaniye mosque in Istanbul, to the 
peaceful gardens of the al-Hambra in Granada 
and the geometric design of the Dome of the 
Rock in Jerusalem, all celebrate the Oneness of 


Allah in their own unique way. 


Opposite page: 1. Mosque ot ‘Amr ibn al \s, Cairo 
rebuilt and enlarged in 673 during the reign ot Mu’awiya 


9. Citadel of Bukhara built around /05. 


ms DU | | 


3 Courtyard of the Umayyad mosque 1n Damasc 
8th century. 


4. Masjid al-Aqsa 1n erusalem was completed by ©alj] 


ul Malik in 647. 
built 


5. The ‘Dome of the Re ck In Jerusalem was 


Malik in 685. 
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1. Great Mosque of Shibam, Yemen, built around 753. | i 
2. Entrance to the Mosque of Isfahan in Iran was b ilt in 7 
3. Ibn Tulun Mosque completed around 876, Cairo. q 


4. The immense brick minaret of the Great Mosque of San 
stands a staggering 55 metres high. . 


5. Aerial view of the Great Mosque of Samarra in Iraq 
between 847-861. 


6. Al Azhar, University built in 969, Cairo, Egypt. 


7. Multifoil arches inside the 10th century Great Mo 
Cordoba, Spain. | 


8. Rising like a rocket pointed to the sky the Tower of 
(Gunbad-i Qabus) was built in the 11 century, Iran. — 


2 


9, 10th century Niujie Mosque, Beijing, China. 


I 


10. Al-Hambra built in the 11th century, Granada, $ pal 


318 


YO ee 


ex 


. 
y 


gaa pany 
= =" 
“¥ Y 
w 
ULL 

te te ee 


. 
ALI 
*s 

tr 


ears [_—* 


' 7 
Lilt 


" . >» \ 
“a py 


ey / 


f 
Me 


ha 


‘ 
° 
>< 


5 
dings s 
Ot 
—, 
Sc 
ec 


= | en ALY 

4 om , i ‘ 
—. ce 
enéat>é 


~~] 


‘quisite 
ow 6 1 be stu 
Sia Gi af 
~~ om ee = &« 
ee | ‘ 
wh VOU ald 
“ 7” 3 yt Se re 
< ’ 7 
| ete Lae OO W ¥ 
a 
ee 
‘ 
Pte 
- Ss 


oe 


— ee ee 


et ee ee Se 
° 


Abia 


‘ 
hal 
. a~— 4 oo 


on, 
ay 


aad 

tis cur 
rds 

rcLsSS 


= 


_- 


co 


é — ent | 
7 . 


towards 


——, 


~ 


~ 
a ws ¥ 


Cia 


.) 


mn? €( ceannace 
» NJié so ~ 


= & 
=f oe 

’ 

- 
§, 


, 


lerra IN 


erra 


=e ad 


& 


hea ] 


1 
— Se = 


, 
AL 

4 
i 


‘he 
AN Ww 


~~ 


6 
. 


‘) Vs 
- SOs se. 


"*\ 
1, 
1e CIT 
A\Jiaiiadua 


a 


As. 
* 


+ +) 
ae Sts Aeon i ae en ae 
— 


‘pe 


= 
we ee re 
UI. ; 


Y 
‘ 


Py eee 
2 e 
| teed Cc ; 
* ¢ ¥ q yj > 
: UL ‘ete! ee 
oO 


fy \) ie . , . | ‘ema | ey ; : 


ily fy | I, p 


- 


eee 
eee 


| | : “> - = Ye ; ‘ yt v fy al ; NO . 
BT AT HEU lah IR SAE aN + NTs 
{ CSRS he tga \P a ee ye is rH : 
TAMER AS Leet Wing oat NW eee alll i Sag 
' . ———_____ = Df 7) > BAG A, so 


* 


i 


—_——. cy <\ 

—_—E, . ; - 

—_-~- “ a] ‘ .* , 

— ‘3 > 

Bu ~~ P- » 
—..* _ 3 4 “« 
—_— — 2 > 

. ' = w ca “sk. 

~ ‘ 


~. 
s ? 
= . © a 
—— - 
’ ™ 
a : ° 
. . 


—.—— 
~ A a4 i%. 
: 


r 


‘tl 


-_-_=--— 


1. Ichan-Kala mosque complex built in the 10th century in 
Khiva, Uzbekistan. 


2. Minaret of the 12 th century Quwwatu’l Islam mosque in 
Delhi, India. 


3. Great Mosque of Diyarbakir built in 1091, Turkey. 


4. The 12th century Charbagh Mosque in Bukhara, 
Uzbekistan. 


5. Evening shot of the Koutoubia Mosque, Marrakech, 


o~ OE 
oe T i. ow » 


Morocco. 

6. Completed in 1271 the Cifte Minareli Madrasa in Sivas, - , a i 

Turkey. reg oR | ere a 

7. Salah al-Din (Saladin), best remembered as the Arab 9 cn an a, — # oy 
a 


commander who recaptured Jerusalem (al-Quds) from the 
Crusaders in 1187, governed Egypt until his death in 1193. 
He began the fortifications we know as ‘the Citadel’ on a spur 
in the eastern Muggatim hills in 1176 and took about four 
years to complete them. He also built hospitals, and madrassas 
(schools) and put into place a plan to provide for public 
education. The madrassa or teaching mosque, was introduced 


to Egypt by Salah al-Din. 
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5. View of the Old city of Baku in Azerbaijan. 


vunded in the late 15th century, the city of Mostar in Bosnia 
city’s symbol, The Old Bridge (Stari Most) is one of the most im- 


2 & 3. Views of the sumptuous Al-Hambra palace, Granada, 


6. Topkapi Palace built in 1718, Istanbul, Turkey. 
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portant constructions of the Ottoman Era. 
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2 & 3. Views of the sumptuous Al-Hambra palace, Granada, 


4. 15th century Ulugh Beg Observatory, Samarkand, Uz- 
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5. View of the 
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6. Topkapi 


in 1718, Istanbul, Turkey. 
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1. Highly decorated dome of the 16th century Selimiye 
Mosque, Edirne, Turkey. 


2. Mosque in the city of Monastir, Tunisia. 


3 & 4. The Great Mosque of Djenné is the largest mud brick 
or adobe building in the world and is considered by many 
architects to be the greatest achievement of the Sudano- 
Sahelian architectural style, albeit with definite Islamic 
influences. The mosque is located in the city of Djenné, Mali 


on the flood plain of the Bani River. 
5. Great Mosque of Khotan, China 1870. 


| 6. The Badshahi Mosque, or the ‘Emperor’s Mosque’, was 
: built in 1673 by the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb in Lahore, 
| Pakistan. 

7. The old mosque of Yambol in Bulgaria was built in the 


15th century. 
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Above and opposite: \ colossal architectural achievement. 
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Abbasids 

The Abbasids were the second dynasty of Caliphs who 
reigned from 750 to 1258 CE. They helped to improve 
relations between Arab and non-Arab Muslims of all ethnic 
origins. In 762 CE, the Abbasid’s built Baghdad now in Iraq 
and made it their capital city. The Abbasid Caliphate was 
finally abolished when Hulagu, the Mongol ruler, captured 
Baghdad in 1258, destroying much of the city including its 
unique libraries. 


Adhaan 

Adhaan is the Islamic way of calling Muslims to the five 
obligatory prayers. The Adhaan is announced from the 
mosques at every prayer time. 


A.H. 

Abbreviation of ‘After Hijra’ or ‘Anno Hegirae’ (Latin). Hijrah 
means emigration. The Islamic calendar is used in Muslim 
countries and by Muslims everywhere and starts from the 
year Prophet Muhammad (£) emigrated (made _ Hijrah) 
from the city of Makkah to Madinah, in 622 C.E. It is purely 
a lunar calendar having 12 lunar months in a year of about 
354 days. The lunar year is about 11 days shorter than the 
solar year. Muslim holy days, although celebrated on fixed 
dates in their own calendar, usually occur 11 days earlier 
each successive solar year. 


Ahi al-Dimmah (or Dhimmis) 

Literally translated as ‘The People of Protection.’ The 
non-Muslim subjects of an Islamic State who have been 
guaranteed protection of their lives, property and practice 
of their religion. 


Ahl al-Kitab 

Literally translated as ‘The People of the Book.’ The term 
applies to the followers of monotheistic Abrahamic faiths 
who received revelation(s) (hence ‘book’) from Allah. 


Ahmad 
Another name of the Prophet Muhammad (2%). 


Al-Akhirah 
The term encompasses the after-life, hereafter and the 
next world. 


Al 
Arabic for the word ‘the’. 


‘Alim (pl. Ulemaa) 
An Islamic religious scholar. 
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Allah 

Allah - the greatest and most inclusive of the names of 
God. It is an Arabic word of rich meaning, denoting the one 
who is adored in worship, who creates all that exists, who 
has priority over all creation and who is lofty and hidden, 
who confounds all human understanding. The Arabic word 
‘Allah’ has no gender associated with it 


Allahu Akbar 
‘Allah is the Greatest’. 


Al-Haram ash-Shareef 

Literally translated as ‘The Sacred Sanctuary’. There are 
three Holy Sanctuaries: the first in Makkah, the second 
in Madinah and the third in Jerusalem around Masjid al- 
Aqsa. 


Amirul Mumineen 
Commander of the Faithful. Title of the leader of the Islamic 
dominion after the death of Prophet Muhammad (£2). 


Ansaar 

Ansar means the ‘helpers.’ (singular: Ansari). In Islamic 
parlance the word refers to the Muslims of Madinah who 
helped the Muhajiroon (immigrants) of Makkah to adjust to 
their new environment. 


Aqeedah 

Comes from the Arabic word ‘Aqd’ which means ‘bind’ or 
‘knot. It is used in reference to the six articles of Islamic 
faith that ‘bind’ Muslims together. The six articles of faith 
are: 

1. Belief in Allah, the One God, 2. Belief in Allah's angels, 3. 
Belief in His revealed books, 4. Belief in His Messengers, 
5. Belief in the Day of Judgment, 6. Belief in fate and the 
divine decree. 


Arafat 

Arafat is a pilgrimage site, about 25 kilometres east of 
Makkah. Standing on Arafat on the 9th day of Dhul-Hijjah 
and staying there from mid-day to sunset is the essence of 
the Hajj (the Pilgrimage). 


‘Asr 

‘Asr is the late afternoon prayer, the third compulsory 
prayer of the day. It can be prayed between mid-afternoon 
and a little before sunset. It is also the name of Chapter 
103 of the Quran. 


Assalamu ‘Alaikum 

Assalamu ‘alaikum means ‘Peace be on you.’ It is the 
greeting of the Muslims. The response to this greeting Is 
‘Wa ‘Alaikum Assalam, meaning ‘And on you be peace. 


Ayah (pl. ayat) 

Ayah) means a sign (or ‘token’) which directs one to 
something important. In the Quran the word has been 
used in four different senses: (1) sign or indication; (2) the 
phenomena of the universe; (3) miracles performed by 
the Prophets; and (4) individual units (i.e. verses) of the 
Quran. 


Ayyubids 

Caliphate dynasty with Kurdish origins founded by Salah 
ad-Din Bb» Ayyub in 1171 to 1250, which ruled Egypt, Syria 
and northern Iraq. 


Badr 

Badr is located to the south of Madinah and is the site of 
the first great battle between Prophet Muhammad (=<) and 
ihe pagan Makkans in the year 624. The Muslim army con- 
sisteq Of 313 men and the Quraish had a total of about 
1,000 soldiers, archers and horsemen. See Quran, Al-An- 
fal (8:5-19, 42-48) and Al-Imran (3:13). 


Baitul Mal 

Anisiamic treasury intended for the benefit of the Muslims 
andstne Islamic State and not for the leaders or the 
wealthy. 


Baitul Maqdis 

Al-Aqsa Mosque, the famous Masjid in Al-Quds (Jeru- 
Salem). It Was the first Qiblah of Islam before Allah ordered 
Muslims to face the first House of Allah, the Kaaba in 
Makkah (Arabia). Baitul Maqdis is the third greatest Masjid 
inthe islamic world, the first being the Masjid Al-Haram in 
Makkah and the second being the Masjid al-Nabawi (the 
Mosque of the Prophet (#5). It is from the surroundings of 
Baitul Magdis that Prophet Muhammad (=:) ascended to 
heaven. See Quran, Al-isra (17:1). 


Bakka 
Another name for Makkah. See Quran, Al-Imran (3:96). 


Barzakh 

Literally means partition or barrier. In Islamic terminology 
i Usually means the life in the grave, as the life in the 
Grave is the Dridge between life on earth and the life in the 
Hereafter. Life in the Barzakh is real but very different from 
life as we Know it. Its exact nature is known only to Allah. 


Bid’ah 
Any innovated practice introduced in the religion of Islam 
The Prophet Muhammad (&:) said that every Bida Is a 
deviation from the true path and every deviation leads to 
Hellfire. 


Bismillah 

‘In the name of Allah’. This utterance is usually made by 
every Muslim who is about to embark on something lawful 
(Halal), regardless of the magnitude of the task 


DE 


Dajjal 

Anti-Christ. Also known as Maseeh ad-Dajjal. See hadith 
regarding ‘the Final Hour’ in both Saheeh books: Saheen 
Bukhari, Hadith 649, 650, Vol. |\V and Saheeh Muslim, Kitab 
al-Fitan wa Isharat as-Say’ah. 


Dawah 

Propagation of Islam through word and action, calling 
the people to follow the commandments of Allah and His 
messenger, the Prophet Muhammad (&5). 


Dhu’l-Hijjah 
The twelfth month of the Islamic calendar. The month in 
which the great pilgrimage to Makkah takes place. 


Dhu’l Qa’da 
The eleventh month of the Islamic calendar. 


Dhuhr 

Noon. The second obligatory prayer (Salah) of the day. It 
can be prayed from the time when the sun begins to decline 
from its zenith until mid-afternoon. 


Deen 

As a Quranic technical term, Deen refers to the religion or 
way Of life and the system of conduct based on recognizing 
Allah as one's sovereign and committing oneself to obey 
Him. According to Islam, true deen consists of living in 
total submission to Allah and the way to do so is to accept 
as binding the guidance communicated through Prophet 
Muhammad (2). See the following verses of the Quran for 
reference: 3:83, 12:76, 16:52 and 51:6. 


Du’a 
Supplication; invoking Allah for whatever one needs/ 
desires. 


= 


Eemaan 

Literally belief or faith. Imaan is the testification of the 
islamic declaration of faith (the Shahadah) whilst believing 
in it and thereafter acting upon it 


Eid Al-’Adha 

A four-day festival that completes the rites of pilgrimage 
and takes place on the 10th to 13th of Dhul Hijjah (the 10th 
is the day of Nahr and 11th to 13th are the days of Tashria.) 
Literally means ‘the feast of the sacrifice.” This commemo- 
rates Prophet Abrahams (s) obedience to Allah by being 
prepared to sacrifice his only son Ishmael (<4) . See Quran, 
as-Saffaat (37:100-103). 


Eid Al-Fitr 
A festival marking the end of Ramadan. It takes place on 
the 1st of Shawal, the tenth month of the Islamic calendar. 


r: 


Fajr 

“The Dawn’. The time of the first daily obligatory prayer 
(Salah). It can be prayed at any time between the first light 
of dawn and just before sunrise. 


Faqeeh 
An Islamic scholar who can give a legal opinion or 
judgment. 


Fasad 

Literally ‘corruption’, in Quranic terminology, means 
creating disorder and corruption on earth by following a 
path other than Allah's. 


Fatwa 
A legal verdict given on a religious basis. 


Fidya 

Compensation for missing or wrongly practising obligatory 
acts of worship. Fidya usually takes the form of donating 
money, foodstuffs, or sacrificing an animal. 


Figh 
islamic jurisprudence. 


Fi sabilillah 

Fi sabilillah (in the way of Allah) is a frequently used 
expression in the Quran which emphasizes that good acts 
should be done exclusively to please Allah. The expression 
has been used in the Quran in connection with striving or 
spending for charitable purposes. 
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Hadith (pl. ahadith) 

Literally means communication or narration. In the Islamic 
context, it has come to denote the record of what the 
Prophet Muhammad (£5) said, did, or tacitly approved. The 
whole body of traditions is termed Hadith and the Hadith 
collections are regarded as important tools for determining 
the Sunnah, or Muslim way of life, by all traditional schools 
of jurisprudence. 


‘Ibadah 

Ibadah is used in three meanings: (1) worship and 
adoration; (2) obedience and submission; and (3) service 
and subjection. The fundamental message of Islam is that 
man, as Allah's creature, should direct his ‘ibadah to Him 
in all the above-mentioned meanings and associate none 
in the rendering of it. 


Iblis 

Iblis literally means ‘thoroughly disappointed; one in utter 
despair. In Islamic terminology it denotes the jinn, who 
refused the command of Allah to prostrate before Prophet 
Adam (s+) out of vanity. He also asked Allah to allow him a 
term when he might mislead and tempt mankind to erro! 
This term was granted to him by Allah whereafter, he 
became the chief promoter of evil and prompted Adam ar 
Eve to disobey Allah's order. He is also called al-Shayt 
(Satan). 


‘Iddah 

‘Iddah denotes the waiting period that a woman is req 
to observe before remarrying as a consequence of 
nullification of her marriage with her husband or becau 
the husband's death. For details see the Quran, Al-B: 
(2:228-235), At-Talaq (65:4-7). 


Iftar 
Breaking of the fast immediately after sunset as s 
the call to prayer (Adhaan) is called. 


lhram 

lnram denotes the state of consecration which is ess 
required for performing Hajj and ‘Umrah. The outw: 
which consists of, in the case of men, just tw: 
cloth instead of tailored clothes, is one of the condi! 
inram. One is also required to pronounce falbiyal 

| am at your service, Oh Lord, here | am - here 
partner do you have. Here | am. Truly, the praiss 


According to a tradition, Prophet Muhammad (|: 


favour are yours and the dominion. You have no partner.’ 
in the state of ihram the pilgrim is required to observe 
many prohibitions e.g. they may not hunt, shed blood, 
Use perfume, shave or trim their hair or indulge in sexual 


gratification. 


thsan 


lnsan literally denotes doing something in a good manner 
When used in the Islamic religious context, it signifies 
excellence of behaviour arising out of a strong love for 
Allah'and a profound sense of close relationship with Him. 
-) defined 
isan as Worshipping Allah as though one sees Him. 


ljmaa 
maa refers to scholarly consensus. |jmaa comes next to 
the (Qlran and the Sunnah as a source of Islamic Law 


\jmaa iS not restricted to eminent scholars (mujtahidun) of 


islam in aigiven age. |jmaa is more inclusive and can be of 


the ummah, the sahaaba, or the ulema. 


ae 
jtinad 

isthe judgment Of a qualified scholar upon an issue, basing 
his judgment upon the Quran and Sunnah. 

Se A eee 


Injil 


injil signifies the inspired orations and utterances of Jesus 
(2) which he delivered during the last two or three years 


of his Cannly life in his capacity as a Prophet. The Inji 
mentioned by the Quran however, should not be identified 


by the f tour Gospels of the New Testament which contain a 


great deal Of material in addition to the inspired statements 


of the Prophet Jesus (+). Presumably, the statements 


explicitly attributed to Jesus (peace be upon him) constitute 


parts ofthe true; original Injil. It is significant, however 
that the statements explicitly attributed to Jesus (*) in the 
Gospels contain similar teachings as those of the Quran 


Insha Allah 
“If Allah wills.” 


lqaamah 
The call to prayer which announces to the congregation 
that obligatory prayers are about to begin. 


Ishaa’ 
ishaa (Night) Prayer signifies the prescribed prayer which 
is performed after the night has well set in. 


Islam 

Literally means “submission to the will of Allah.” The most 
important and pivotal concept in Islam is the oneness of 
Allah (See Allah for more on the concept of God). Islam 
teaches that all faiths have, in essence, one common 
message: 


- the existence of a Supreme Being, the one and only God 
whose sovereignty is to be acknowledged in worship and 
in the pledge 

- tO obey His teaching and commandments, conveyed 
through His messengers and Prophets who were sent at 
various times and in many places throughout history 


urrender 
to Allan so that one can live in peace; peace (salam) 
is achieved through active obedience 
Commandments of Allah, for Allah is the Source of all 
Peace. Commitment to Islam entails striving for peace 
through a struggle for justice, equality of opportunity, 
mutual caring and consideration for others’ rights ana 
continuous research and acquisition of knowledge for the 
better protection and utilization of the resources of the 
universe. The basic beliefs of Islam are: 


islam demands a commitment to submit and si 


tio the revealed 


- the Uniqueness of the one and only God Who is Sovereign 
of the universes: ; 
- the Revelation of the teaching and commandments of Allan 
through Angels in heaven to Prophets on earth and written 
in sacred writings which all have the same transcendent 
source; these contain the will of Allah which marks the Way 
of peace for the whole universe and all mankind; 

- the Day of Judgment which inaugurates the afterlife in 
which Allah rewards and punishes with respect to numan 
obedience to His will. 


Islam teaches that human diversity is a sign of the richness 
of Allah's mercy and that Allah wills human beings to 
compete with each other in goodness in order to test Who 
s the finest in action, this is (according to Islam) the reason 
for the creation of the universe. A person who enters thé 
fold of Islam is called a Muslim 


isra 

1. The ‘Night Journey’, refers to the journey of Prophet 
Muhammad (&) from Makkah to Masjid Al-Aqsa in 
Jerusalem 

2. Another name for Chapter Bani Israel (Chapter 17) of 
the Quran 


Ie 


Jahannam 
Most commonly understood to mean Hell. In fact, it is one 
of the levels of Hell. There are seven levels of Hellfire 


Jahiliyah 

Jahiliyah, literally ‘ignorance’, is a concise expression 
for the pagan practice of the days before the advent of 
the Prophet Muhammad (&s). Jahiliyah denotes all those 
world-views and ways of life which are based on rejection or 
disregard of heavenly guidance communicated to mankind 
through the Prophets and messengers of Allah. It refers to 
the attitude of treating human life, either wholly or partly, as 
independent of the directives of Allah 


Jannah 

Paradise. A created abode in the Hereafter containing 
unimaginable delights for those who believe in the Unity 
of Allah and in all His Prophets and Messengers and who 
follow the way of life of the Prophets. Jannah has eight 
gates around it and each of these eight gates has eleven 


doors. 


Jihad 
Jihad literally means ‘to strive’ or ‘to exert to the utmost.’ In 
Islamic terminology, it signifies all forms of striving including 


armed struggle. 


Jinn 

Jinn are an independent species of creation about which 
little is Known. Unlike man, who was created out of earth, 
the jinn were created out of fire. But like man, a Divine 
Message has also been addressed to them and they too 
have been endowed with the capacity, again like man, to 
choose between good and evil, between obedience or 
disobedience to Allah. See Chapter 72 (Al-Jinn) of the 
Quran. 


Jumada al-Awwal 
The fifth month of the Islamic calendar 


Jumada al-Thani 
The sixth month of the Islamic calendar 


Kaaba 
The cube-shaped stone building whose foundations were 


built by the angels and completed by Prophet Ibrahim 
(Abraham) and his son Prophet Ishmael (£5) in Makkah. 
It was rebuilt with the help of Prophet Muhammad (g). 
It is the focal point towards which all Muslims face when 


praying. 


Kabair (al) 

Major sins such as Shirk (see Shirk), Qatl (murder), Zinah 
(fornication and adultery), the taking of Riba (usury), Sira 
(theft) 


Kawthar (al) 

1. “The fountain of Kawthar.” A sacred fountain in Jannah 
(Paradise). It is the source of all the four rivers of Jannah and 
feeds the Hawd (pool) of the Blessed Prophet Muhammad 
\=5). The Hawd which is filled by Al-Kawthar is at the end of 
the Siratul Mustageem. It is a gift from Allah to the Prophet 
Muhammad (#2). It is to quench the thirst of true believers 
(see Chapter 108, Al-Kawthar of the Quran). 


Khalifah 

Vicegerent. The Latinized equivalent is Caliph. Derived 
from the verb ‘khalaf’ meaning ‘to succeed’, the term 
Khalifah was used for the next leader and successor after 
the Blessed Prophet Muhammad (&) as a ruler over the 
Muslim Nation. The Khilafah was the domain of the rule. 


Khutbah 

Sermon. The greatest sermon in the history of mankind 
was called al-Khutbatul Wida’ (the farewell address), given 
by the Prophet Muhammad (£s), during his last Hajj in 10 
A.H. There are various types of sermons, the most common 
one being the ‘Friday Sermon (Khutba ul-Jumaa) 


Kufi 
An Arabic writing style often used for early hand-written 


copies of the Quran 


1a 


Lailatul-Qadr 

‘The Night of Power, concealed in one of the odd nights 
in the last ten days of Ramadan; the night on which the 
Quran was first revealed by the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) to 
the Prophet Muhammad (25) and which the Quran itself 
describes as ‘better than a thousand months.” See the 
Quran, Al-Qadr (97:3). 
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Lauh al-Mahfudh 

A guarded tablet in the Seventh Heaven. The Quran was 
first written on the Lauh al-Mahfudh in its entirety before it 
Was sent down to the Baitul ‘Izza in the First Heaven 


Maghrib 

Sunset: The fourth obligatory prayer of the day. It consists of 
three Rakahs (units of prayer) and can be offered between 
justafter sunset and before the stars appear in the sky 


Mahr 

Mahr (bridal gift) signifies the amount of payment that is 
seltied between the two spouses at the time of marriage 
and which the husband is required to give to his bride 


Mahram 

Avclose male family member of a woman who can be in 
private with her (e.g. father, brother, uncle, son, etc.). 
Her husband is also her Mahram (See The Quran Al-Nur, 


24:31). 


Malaikah 
Angeis» Another name for Surah Fatir, Chapter 35 of the 


Quran. 


Mamluks 
The word mamiluk’ is an Arabic term for slave and was 


applied to soldiers used by the Muslim Caliphs and the 
Ottoman Empire. The Mamluks increased their power and 
by 1250 they deposed and appointed sultans, ruling until 
1517, They were based on Roda island in the Nile delta 
and later in Cairo. 


Mash’ar al-Haram 

The boundary of Al-Masjid al-Haram in Makkah. It is 
pronibited to kill any game, or to damage any plant or tree 
of fo-act in any manner that will violate the sanctity of the 
Holy Masjid. 

Masjid 

Aplace of worship and salah. The life of a Muslim revolves 
around the masjid, where for example meetings and 
discussions take place. It is called a ‘mosque’ in English 


Masjid al-Aqsa 
The) Farthest Mosque’ built by the early Muslims in 
Jerusalem and the third greatest Masjid in Islam 


Masjid Al-Haram (al) 
The Grand Masjid in Makkah. The Kaaba (the Qiblah of the 
Muslims) is situated within it 


Masjid al-Nabawi 
Another name for the Masjid ar-Rasool or Prophet 
Muhammad's } mosque in Madinah. It is the second 
greatest Masjid in Islam, the first being the Masjid al- 
Haram in Makkah and the third being the Masjid al-Aqsa in 
Al-Quds (Jerusalem) 


Mihraab 

Prayer niche of a masjid where the Imam stands when 
leading the congregational prayers which, ascertains the 
direction of the Qibla 


Minbar 
Steps on which the Imam stands to deliver the Khutba 
(Sermon) on the day of Jumah (Friday) 


Mina 

A place five miles from Makkah and approximately ten 
miles from ‘Arafat. An essential place to visit during the 
ral 


Mi'raj 

Ascension of Prophet Muhammad (|) from Jerusalem to 
the realms of the seven heavens that took place in the year 
620. See the Quran, Al-lsra (17:1), Bukhari Hadith 345; 
Vol. 1, 227, Vol. 5 


Mu’adhin 
The man who calls the Adhaan loudly before each 
obligatory Salat, calling the people to prayer. 


Muhadith (Plural: Muhaditheen) 
An Islamic scholar of hadith 


Muhammad (£) 

The last Prophet of Islam (570 to 632 C.E.), also callea 
the Seal of the Prophets’. Allah revealed the Quran to the 
Last Prophet, Muhammad Starting in the year 610 
CE. When Muslims write the Prophet's name, they usually 
include the statement ‘Sallallahu ‘Alayhi wa Sallam’ or in 
Arabic =: - this is often abbreviated to ‘SAW’. The transla- 
tion into English is ‘May the peace and blessings of Allah 


be upon him; or abbreviation ‘pbuh 


Muharram 
The first month of the Islamic calendar 


Mujahideen 

An Arabic term for those who engage in armed struggle 
(Jihad) against tyranny and oppression. The word is a 
plural form of mujahid, which literally translated from Arabic 
means ‘struggler but is often incorrectly translated in the 
West as ‘holy warrior’. 


Mumin 

1. Believer. 

2. Al-Mumin: Another name for Al-Ghafir, Chapter 40 of the 
Quran. 


Muslim 
A person who accepts Islam completely as his or her way 
of life. 


Mustahab 
An act in Islam that is recommended but not obligatory. 


Muzdallifah 
A site between ‘Arafat and Mina where the pilgrims spend 
the night of the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah during Hajj. 


N: 


Nabi (Plural: Anbiyaa) 
Prophet of Allah. 


Nafl 
A voluntary act of supererogatory devotion such as Nafl 
Prayer or Nafl Fast. 


Naskh 
A style of curved writing often used for early hand-written 
copies of the Quran and is still commonly used. 


Nikah 

Marriage contract requiring the consent of both man and 
women. Islam does allow divorce so this contract Is 
revocable 


O: 


Ottoman Empire 

The Ottoman Empire was founded in the 13th century by 
Osman | from a tribe in Anatolia. The Ottomans ruled SE 
Europe, W Asia, & N Africa including to the greatest extent, 
Turkey, Syria, Mesopotamia, Palestine, Arabia, Egypt, 
Barbary States, Balkans, & parts of Russia and Hungary 
until the 20th century, superseding the Byzantine Empire. 


The empire reached its greatest breadth across Asia and 
Europe under Sultan Suleiyman (1520-1566), called “The 
Lawmaker in Islamic history and “The Magnificent’ in 
Europe. Suleiyman controlled everything between Yemen 
to Vienna in Austria. 


Q: 


Qabr 
Grave. 


Qadr (al) 
‘The Power’. The night of Allah’s power. Al-Qadr, Chapter 
97 of the Quran. 


Qiblah 

Qiblah signifies the direction to which all Muslims are 
required to turn when offering their prescribed prayers 
namely, towards the Kaaba in Makkah, Arabia. 


Quraish 


The Prophet Muhammad (5) belonged to this Arab tribe. 


Quran 

The Holy book of the Muslims is the Quran that was 
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (&) by the Angel 
Gabriel. It teaches human beings that they were created 
in order to worship Allah alone and that the basis of all true 
worship is being conscious of Allah. As such, worship in 
Islam is not limited to religious rituals but, any act done in 
seeking the pleasure of Allah becomes worship. 


The existence of only one version of the Quran attests to 
the reverence in which Muslims hold it. For Muslims, the 
Quran, containing the word of Allah, provides irrefutable 
proof of His existence. 


R: 


Rabi ul-Awwal 
The third month of the Islamic calendar. 


Rahim 

Rahim is from the root rhm (rahm) which denotes mercy. 
In the Quran, this attribute of Allah has been used side by 
side with Rahman (which is also from the same root rhm). 
As such Rahim signifies Allah's mercy and beneficence 
towards His creatures. Moreover, according to several 
scholars, the word Rahim signifies the dimension of 
permanence in Allah’s mercy 


Rahman 

Literally merciful’ is one of the personal names of Allah 
According to scholars of the Arabic language and some 
commentators of the Quran, the word has the nuance of in- 
tensity regarding Divine Mercy. Thus, the word does not just 
signity the One Who has mercy; it rather denotes the One 
Whos exceedingly merciful; the One Who is overflowing 
with mercy for all. Ar-Rahman: Chapter 55 of the Quran 


Rajab 
The seventh month of the Islamic calendar 


_ Rak’ah (Plural: raka’at) 


Represents a unit of the prayer and consists of bending the 
torso from an upright position followed by two prostrations 


Ramadan 
‘The ninth month of the Islamic calendar. 
.. de 
--Ruku’ 
Ruku' méans to bend the body to bow. This bowing is one 
“ofthe acts required in Islamic prayer. Additionally, the same 
word denotes a certain unit in the Quran. The whole Book. 
for the Sake of the convenience of the reader is divided into 
r thirty Darts (ajza , Sing. juz’) and each juz’ consists usually 
of sixteen ruku’. 


~ Rasool 
7 e senger of Allah. 


Riba 


"i 
literally means 10 grow; to increase.’ Technically, it denotes 


"the amount that a lender receives from a borrower at a fixed 
ae 

ate | imvexcess of the principal. It is of two kinds: (1). Riba 
WWasi'a- taking interest on loaned money. (2). Riba Fadal 


taking something of superior quality in exchange for giv- 
‘ing less of ihe Same kind of thing of poorer quality. In Islam 


‘interest i is considered a sin and is forbidden. 


Rooh al-Qudus 
The Holy Spirit. Another name for the Ange! Gabriel (Ji- 
breel). 


S: 


Sabr 

Sabr is a comprehensive term having various shades of 
meaning, It implies (1) patience in the sense of being thor 
ough; dedicated and devoted; (2) constancy, perseverance 
Sileadfastness and firmness of purpose; (3) disciplined and 
planned effort with confidence and belief in the mission it- 
self; and (4) a cheerful attitude of acceptance and under- 
Standing under suffering and hardship and in times of strife 


s 


and violence and thankfulness to Allah in happiness 
success and achievement 


Sadaqgah 


Anything given away in charity for the pleasure of Allah 


Safar 
The tenth month of the Islamic calendar 


Sahabi (Plural: Sahabiyeen) 

The companions of the Prophet Muhammad 
Knew or saw the Prophet Muhammad believed in his 
teachings and died as a Muslim 


A Sanabi 


Sahih Bukhari 
A book of Ahadith 
Muhammad (£:) compiled by Imam Bukhari 


(saying and actions of Prophet 


Sahih Muslim 

A book of Ahadith compiled by Imam Muslim 

Sa’ 

Going seven times between the small hills of Safa and 
Marwa; an essential rite of Hajj and Umrah. 


Sajdah 
1. Prostration. The act of prostration, particulary in inews 
Salat. 2. As-Sajdah: Chapter 32 of the Quran: 


Salah 

Prayers. There are five daily obligatory prayers) These 
prayers and their time zones are 

(1) Fajr (morning prayer); After dawn but before sunrise: 
(2) Dhuhr (early afternoon or noon prayer); early aftermoon 
till late afternoon; (3) ‘Asr (late afternoon prayer) late 
afternoon prayer till sunset; (4) Maghrib (sunset prayer); 
just after sunset; (5) Ishaa (late evening prayer); fate 
evening till late at night. Each prayer consists of a fixed set 
of standings, bowings, prostrations and sittings in worship 
to Allah known as rakats 


Salat ul-Janazah 
Funeral prayer. The prayer is performed in a standing 
position only 


Sallallahu ‘Alayhi wa Sallam (S.A.W.) 

Arabic transliteration meaning May the peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him. This ts said whenever 
the name of Prophet Muhammad & is mentioned or read. 
Often written using Arabic calligraphy as &. The equivalent 
English phrase is usually abbreviated as S.A.W. 


anes = 


Sawm 
Fasting. Plural: Sivyam 


Sha’ban 
The eighth month of the Islamic calendar. 


Shaitan 
Satan. Plural: Shayateen. See Iblis. 


Shari’ah 
Shariah (Islamic law) signifies the entire Islamic way of 


life. 


Shawwal 
The tenth month of the Islamic calendar. 


Shirk 

shirk consists of associating anyone or anything with the 
Creator either in His being, or attributes, or in the exclusive 
rights (Such as worship) that He has over His creatures. 


Siratul-Mustaqeem 

The straight path. This is the path that the Prophet 
Muhammad (&) demonstrated to mankind by way of the 
Quran. The path that leads to Paradise. 


Siwak 
A piece of branch or root of a tree called al-Araak used as 


a toothbrush. 


Subhan Allah 
“Glory be to Allah.” 


Subhana wa Ta’ala (SWT) 
“May He be Glorified and Exalted.” 


Suhur 
A meal taken before Fajr in the month of Ramadan before 


beginning the fast. 


Sunnah 
Ahadith and the way of Prophet Muhammad (&>). 


Sunnah Prayers 

Sunnah Prayers are prayers which are considered 
recommended in view of the fact that the Prophet (s) either 
performed them often and/or made statements about their 


meritorious character 


Surah 
A chapter of the Quran. Literally means “a form”. There are 


114 Surahs in the Quran. Plural: Suwar. 


342 


Ut 


Tafsir 
A commentary, usually referring to the commentary of the 


Quran. 


Taghut 

Literally denotes the one who exceeds his/her legitimate 
limits. In Quranic terminology, it refers to anyone that 
exceeds his or her limit and adopts for themselves 
godhead and lordship. In the negative scale of values, 
the first stage of man’s error is fisq (i.e. disobeying Allah 
without necessarily denying that one should obey Him). 
The second stage Is that of kufr, (i.e. rejection of the very 
idea that one ought to obey Allah.) The last stage is that 
man not only rebels against Allah and transgresses Allah's 
rights, but also imposes his rebellious will on others. All 
those who reach this stage are taghut 


Tahajjud 
Voluntary prayer that is done any time at night after Ishaa 
but before Fajr. 


Tajweed 
Recitation of the Quran with exact pronounciation 


Takbir 
saying “Allahu Akbar’ (“Allah is the Greatest’) 


Talaq 
The Arabic word for divorce which means ‘freeing or 


undoing the knot. 


Talbiyah 

The pronouncement pilgrims make to Allah during Hajj: 
“Labbaik, labbaik, Allahumma labbaik. La _ shareeka 
laka labbaik. Innal hamda wa nimata laka walmulk. La 
shareeka lak. ("| am totally at Your service, | am totally at 
Your service, O Allah | am totally at Your service. You have 
no partner, | am totally at Your service. Truly, the praise 
and the blessing are Yours and the dominion. You have no 


partners. ) 


Taqwa 

Fearing Allah as He should be feared. A major sign of 
being a faithful Muslim. See Quran, Al-lmran (3:102-102 
Al-Hashr (59:18-19). 


Taraweeh 
Prayers conducted during Ramadan, the month of fasti 


Tashahhud 
iiterally, testimony’, a declaration of the Muslim faith 


Tecited towards the end of the prayers immediately after 
the recitation of Tahiyah. 


Tawaf 
Thercirciing of the Kabah. Tawaf is carried out in sets of 


seven circuits. 


Tawbah 
No.come back; to turn towards someone.’ Tawbah on the part 


Sofa Muslim signifies that they have given up disobedience 


"and have returned to submission and obedience to Allah 
)ihe Same word used in respect of Allah means that, He has 
"mercifully turned to His repentant servant so that, the latter 
"has once more become an object of His compassionate 
attention. 


_ Tawheed 
Oneness of Allah, The Divine Unity. Allah is One in His 


»Essence and His Attributes and His Acts. This is the most 
“important concept in Islam. 


Tayammum 

seiteraily means to intend to do a thing’. As an Islamic legal 
lefm, it reters tO Wiping one’s hands and face with clean 
‘Salinas a substitution for ablution when water cannot be 
obtained. 


U: 


Umayyad 

One or the first dynasty of Caliphs after Prophet Muhammad 
(=) from the tribe of Quraish which reigned from 661 to 75¢ 
CE, During this time Damascus became the capital of an 


islamic world which stretched from the western borders of 


China to southern France 


Ummah 

Community, or nation; It particularly refers t 
brotherhood and unity. The Quran refers to M 
the best Ummah raised for the benefit of all 
(35110), At another place, (2:143), it calls them ‘the mi 


At th 
/ 4 


nation (Ummat ul-Wasat) a unique characteristic o 


’ 
‘ 


\ 


U 


| 
; 


islamic COmmunity which has been asked to maintain 
equitable balance between extremes: to pursue the path 


c 
~~ 


Ofemoderation and establish the middie way. Such 


ad 


Community of Muslims will be a model for the whole world 


to emulate. 


Ummul Mumineen 
Mother of the Faithful. A title given to each o 
the Prophet Muhammad 


‘Umrah 
Umrah (Minor Pilgrimage) is an Islamic rite and consists 
of pilgrimage to the Kaaba (See Kaaba). It consists 


essentially of ihram, tawaf (performing circuits) around 
the Kaaba (seven times) and sa’ (running) between Sata 
and Marwan (seven times). It is called minor Hajj since it 
need not be performed at a particular time of the year and 
its performance requires fewer ceremonies than the Haj 


Droper 
W: 


Wa Alaikum Assalam 
And on you be peace. Ihe reply to tl 


assaliamu alaikum 


Wahy 

Refers to revelation which consists of communicatingm 
Allah’s Messages to a Prophet or Messenger of Allan, The 
highest form of revelation is the Quran 
Wali 


Means guardian and 


- ' ~ > 
7 more Dali 


the bride at a 


f 


> r . : - —- - -, an ~~ “tATHNIE 
Guardian of a minor or representative 


Muslim weaaing 


cularly refers to the legal 
O 


Walimah 
A marriage banquet hosted and payed for by the groom: 


‘ndowment. a charitable trust in the name of Allan for iné 
benefit of the general public 


before performing the 


Zaboor 


The Holy Book r ed to Prophet Dawood (=). 


Zakah 
Literally means purification (purifying alms), whence itis 
used to express a portion of property bestowed in alms, 


as a means of purifying the person concerned and the 


— = 


remainder of their property. It is among the five pillars 


d refers to the mandatory amount that a 


of Islam and 
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Muslim must Pay out of his/her property. The detailed rules 
Of Zakah have been laid down in books of Figh. 


Zalim 
A wrong-doer 


Unearthed by the wife of Prophet Abraham (+ 


A 


Aaminah bint Wahab, 102 
Aaron, 63, 84 
Aasiya, 72 
Abd al-Malik, 81 
Abraham, Prophet (<5), 3, 9, 10, 46, 63, 66-69. 70. 76 
Abbreviations, 354 
Abu Bakr as-Siddeeg (=), 109, 123, 138-139 
Abu Talib, 102, 108 
Abyssinia, 98, 104, 108, 144 
Adam, Prophet (>), 3, 46, 62, 63, 64, 70 
Agate, 30 
Al-Batani, 303 
Al-Burini, treatise on the astrolabe, 296 
Al-Hambra, 92, 138 
Al-Hasan ibn Ali (<=), 143 
Al-Inbig, apparatus, 298 
Al-Jazari, 299 
Al-Kawarizmi, the father’ of algebra, 303 
Al-Qanun fi al-Tibb, the Canon of Medicine, 304 
Al-Qarawiyin, university, 267 
Al-Razi, 294, 304, 307 
Al-Tasrif, 307 
Al-Zahrawi, 307 
Alcohol, 152, 307 
Algebra, 294, 303 
Algorithm, 294 
Ali ibn Abi Talib (=), 128, 142 
Allah, the Most High, 2, 6, 
Attributes, 44 
Belief in, 6, 7 
Concept of, 26 
Keys of the unseen, 39 
Knowledge, 36 
Generosity, 42 
Grace, 40 
Hidden knowledge, 39 
Lord, 44 
Love, 40 
Mercy, 40 
Names, 44 
No restrictions, 30 
Nothing like unto Him, 32 
Prophets and Messengers sent by, 62, 63 
Punishment, 48 
Purpose of creation, 58 
Remembrance of, 39, 44, 50 
Supplication to, 44 
The First, 34 


Allah (continued) 
The Last, 34 
To begin in the Name of, 24 
Use of the word God and Allah. 46. 354 
Use of the word We when referring to Allah, 354 
Who is Allah, 24 
Worship of, 59 
Alliance treaty, with the Jewish tribes. 112. 
Anaesthesia, first use of, 307 
Andalusian Quran, 148, 186 
Angels, 6, 8 
Ants, communication between. 210 
Arabia, 3, 66, 94, 100, 105. 113. 146. 164. 174. 


224, 284, 285, 335, 339 


Arabic language, 146, 152, 158, 163, 170, 182, 183, 187. 
228, 340 
Arabian peninsula, map of, 104, 105 
Aramaic, 46 
Architecture, /slamic, 90, 282, 286, 294, 316, 321 
Aristotle, 233, 298 
Astrolabe, 296, 299 
Astronomy in the Quran 
Appointed term for the heavens, 197 
Beginning of the universe, 194 
Expanding universe, 198 
Formation of multiple worlds, 198 
Heavens as ‘smoke’, 195 
Matter in between, 197 
Moon, 200 
orbit of, 203 
sun, 200, 201 
orbit of, 203 
Rotation of day and night, 204 
Universe as ‘one entity’, 194 
Atheists, 26 
Atlantic Ocean, 256, 257 
Avicenna, /bn Sina, 304 
Ayah, verse, 180 
Ayatul Kursi, 29 
Ayesha (+), wife of Prophet Muhammad (>), 118, 128, 130 
Azimuth, 296 


B 


Babylonians, 66, 78 
Bahira, the Monk, 102 
Bait al Mal, 272, 274 
Bakka, 70 

Bani Saad, 102 
Banu Qainuga, 111 


Banu Quraiza, 111 

Banu Zafar, 111 

Battles 
Badr, 112, 114 
Khandag, 113 
Uhud, 112, 115 

Bayah, pledge, 276 

Becoming a Muslim, 270 

Bedouins, 146 

Beginning of the Universe (see Astronomy in the Quran) 

Bernard Shaw, George, 134 

Bible, 46, 222, 228 

Biochemistry, 56 

Biology in the Quran, 206 
Communication between ants, 210 
Fingerprints, 217 
Honey bee, 208, 209 
Importance of water, 219 
Sensory Nerves in the Skin, 213 
Source of milk, 212 
Plants, 206 
Prefrontal Area of the Brain, 217 
Wind pollination, 214 

Blue Quran, 159 

Bukhara, 294 

Books of hadith, 153 

Botany, 297 

Briffault R., 294 

Buddhists, 26 

Bukhari, 101, 128, 135, 138, 143 

Byzantine Empire, 104 


C 


Cairo, 148 

Caliph, 138, 142, 143, 166, 170, 273, 276. 277 
Caliphate, 140, 141, 142 

Calligraphy, 39 

Carlyle, Thomas, 134 

Cataracts, 305 

Cell, 56 

Charbagh Mosque, 323 

Charity, 18, 274 

Chemistry, 298 

Cheques, 294 

Children, 94, 109, 113, 128, 130, 187, 280 287 
Children of Israel, 72 

Chimpanzee, 54 

China, 2, 152, 317, 319, 327, 342 

Chlorophyll, 30, 206 

Christians, 26, 42, 46, 66, 78, 135, 140, 144 220 


Cifte Minaret Madrasa, 323 
Cipher, 294 
Citadel of Bukhara, 317 
Clouds, 188, 197, 248, 252, 253, 254, 255 258 
Commandments, 75 
Concessio, 307 
Constellation of Hercules Lyrae, 203 
Copernicus, 203, 296 
Cordoba, 138, 141, 148 
Courtyard houses, 288 
Crafts, material culture of Islam. 308 
Crank-shaft, 294 
Creation, 51, 
Purpose of, 58 
Crucifixion, of Prophet Jesus (34), 90 
Crystallisation, 298 


D 


Damascus, 13, 14 
Dandelion flower, 214 
Dark matter, 199 
Dark nebula, 194 
Dates, 19, 206, 207 
David, Prophet (x5), 9, 63. 
Day of Accounting, 11 
Day of Gathering, 11 
Day of Judgement, 6, 11 
Day of Rising, 11 
Death, 34, 44, 69, 75, 
Declaration of Faith, 16 
Deity, 26, 46, 65 
Design, /ntelligent, 52 
Diacritic marking, of the Quran, 169 
Disciples, of Prophet Jesus (4). 88 
Distillation, 294, 298 
Divine Decree, 6, 12 
DNA, 53, 56 
Dome of the Rock, 21, 81, 87, 117, 143, 317 
Dotting scheme, in the Quran, 166 
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Earth, Planet, 22, 24, 29, 30, 34, 36, 39, 47, 52, 57, 64, 
248 
Edwin Hubble, 198 
Egypt, 48, 66, 72, 75 
Egyptology in the Quran 
Baking of Bricks in Ancient Egypt, 227 
Drowning of Pharaoh, 230 
Knowledge of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphics, 220 
47 


Egyptology in the Quran (continued) 
King or Pharaoh?, 222 
Mystery of Haman, 228 
Pharaoh as a ‘god’, 224 
Pharaoh's Desire to Ascend to the Sky, 227 
Eid al Adha, 20 
Eid al Fitr, 19 
Elijah, Prophet (4), 63 
Elisha, Prophet (x4), 63 
Embryology in the Quran 
Development from only part of the Drop, 237 
Drop stage, Nutfah, 234 


Embryo, partly formed and partly unformed, 240 


Embryo Shaping, stages in the Quran 
Alagah, leech-like structure, 238 
Alagah, to attach, cling or hang, 238 
/lzam, bone formation, 242 
Lahm, clothing with flesh, 244 
Mudghah, chewed-like substance, 240 

Embryo staging, 233 

Embryo straightening, 242 

Four distinct stages, 234 

Growth Stage (Nash’ah), 246 

Introduction to, 233 


Lack of technology during Muhammad's (£5) time, 246 


Use of the term fa, 244 
Use of the term thumma (thereafter), 238 
Use of the verb khal/aga (creation, formation & 
initiation), 240 

Engineering, 299 

Enoch, Prophet (<4), 63 


Environment, 24, 39, 42, 54, 130, 153, 170, 246, 281, 


290, 316, 334 
Estuaries, 260, 261 
Evaporation, 262, 263 
Evil, 84, 90, 129, 144, 174, 272, 282 
Evolution, 51 


Exhibition Islam collection, 118, 148, 150, 152, 166. 168. 


185, 300, 310-315 
Expanding Universe, 198 
Ezekiel, Prophet (x4), 63 


F 


Farthest mosque, A/-Aqgsa in Jerusalem, 21, 78, 79 
Fasting, 19 

Fertilisation, 234 

Fez, 267 

Figs, 206, 207 

Filtration, 298 
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Final revelation, 10, 156, 193 

Final Standing, 11 

Fingerprints, 217 

Five Pillars of Islam 
Declaration of Faith (Shahaadah), 16 
Fasting (Saum), 19 
Pilgrimage (Hajj), 20 
Charity (Zakah), 18 
Prayer (Salah), 17 

Flight, in birds, 52 

Foetal period, 246 

Foetus, 233, 246 

Food, a blessing, 40 

Fossils, 56 

Fountain pen, invention of, 294 


G 


Gabriel, Angel, 8 
Galaxies, 26 
Galen, 233 
Gambling, 152 
Geography, 302 
Geology in the Quran 

Iron, 250 

Mountains as pegs, 248 

Role of Mountains, 248 

Structure of Mountains, 248 
Geometric design, 308, 316 
Gibbon, Edward, 134 
Giza, 221 
Goatsbeard seedheads, 190 
God, 24, 56, 62, 66, 75, 354 
Golden Age, of /slamic science, 294, 299 
Good, 42, 48, 62, 57, 75, 102, 116, 118, 129, 135, 174, 

193, 203, 217, 219, 259, 266, 272,280, 284, 288, 
297, 336, 

Good manners, 102, 120, 281 
Gospel, 10 
Grand Suleymaniye mosque, 328 
Grapes, 206, 207 
Great book of Chemical Properties, 298 
Great Mosque of Cordoba, 141 
Great Mosque of Diyarbakir Turkey, 322 
Great Mosque of Guangzhou, 317 
Great Mosque of Samarra, 318 
Great Mosque of Shibam, 318 
Great observatory of Samarkand, 325 
Great Pyramid, 223 


H 


Hail and Lightning, 254 
Hajira, wife of Prophet Abraham (+). 70 
Hajj, 20 

Haman, 227, 228, 229 

Hamzah, 108 

Hans-Weir, Arabic-English dictionary, 246 
Haram-al-Sharif, 21 

Harvey, William, 212 

Hathor temple, 48 

Hawa, wife of Prophet Adam (4), 62 
Heavens, 22, 20, 24, 29, 30, 34, 36, 44, 47, 52, 55, 57 
Hebron, 66, 70 

Hell Fire, 11, 268 

Herod, 78 

Hieroglyph, 220, 222, 225, 228 

Hijrah, 100 

Hindus, 26 

Hippocrates, 233 

Hira, cave of, 103, 160, 161 

History of Islamic Science, 294 

Honey, 208 

Honey Bee, 209 

Honeycomb, 208, 209 

Horse Head Nebula, 194 

House of Al-Arqam, 108 

Hud, Prophet (4) ,63 

Human beings, 24, 26, 32, 48, 52 
Human embryo, 238, 239, 240, 246, 247 
Human Rights, 278, 279 

Husband, 98, 118, 122 

Hydraulics, 294 

Hydraulic engineering, 299 


Ibn Nafees, 212 

Ibn Sina, 294, 304, 305, 307 
lbn Tulun Mosque, 318 
Idolatry, 94 

Idol worship, 66, 152 
Imperial Suleymaniye Mosque, 328 
Indonesia, 2 

Infanticide, 103, 108 
Inheritance, 112, 183 

Inner cell mass, 237 
Intelligent design, 52, 56 
Interest, 152 

Internal waves, 259 
Interstellar gas, 199 


Iraq, 66, 139, 142 
Iron, 250, 251 
Isaac, Prophet (x4), 9, 63, 66, 70, 76 
+), 3, 9, 63, 66, 70, 76 


Ishmael, Prophet (<4 
Islam 
Benefits for the individual and society, 268 
Complete way of life, 2 
Definition, 2, 337 
Five pillars, 16 
Human Rights in, 278 
Model of taxation and charity, 275 
Rights of ownership in, 273 
Ruling system, 276 
Shariah, 272 
Six pillars of belief (imaan), 6 
systems of, 272 
Women's status, 282 
islamic architecture, 316 
Islamic calendar, 19 
islamic coins, 314 
islamic legal system, 274 
islamic model of taxation, 274 
Israelites, 66, 72, 75, 78, 90, 94, 153 


J 


Jabir Ibn Hayyam, 298 

Jacob, Prophet (34), 9. 63, 76. 

Jean-Francoise Champollion, 220 

Jerusalem, 21, 78 

Jesus, Prophet (x4), 9, 10, 46, 62, 63, 76 

Jews, 26, 42, 46, 66, 72, 78, 94, 112, 135, 140, 144,316 
Jihad, 337 

Jinn, 8 

Job, Prophet (<4), 63 

John, Prophet (x4), 18, 63, 78 

Jonah, Prophet (x4), 63, 146, 180 

Jordan, 48 

Joseph, Prophet (4), 63, 72 

Journey of Life, 266 


K 


Kaaba, 3, 4, 20, 66, 70, 78, 94, 98, 100, 106, 113, 125, 
158, 282, 338 

Khadija (&’), wife of Prophet Muhammad (&), 102, 108, 
130, 160 

Khalifa, 138 

Khalifatu Rasulillah, 138 

Kingdom, Allah's, 30 

Kiswah, Kaaba cloth, 20 


Kitab al-Ahkam al-Sultania, 276 

Knowledge, 36, 39 

Koutoubia Mosque, Marrakech, Morocco, 323 

Kufa, 142 

Kufic, Arabic script, 146, 152, 159, 166, 170, 180, 182 
Kursi, 29 


L 


Lanes Arabic-English Lexicon, 246 

Last Prophet, 94, 193 

Lava, 30 

Leadership, 122, 276 

Leaf, 26, 30, 39 

Leech, 238, 239 

Leech-like, human embryo, 161, 232, 234, 238, 239. 

240, 242 

Leeuwenhoek, 233 

Leonardo da Vinci, 233 

Letter to Heraclius, 135 

Letter to Negus, 144 

Life, 2, 26, 30, 32, 34, 36, 39, 44, 45, 48, 52, 53, 54. 58. 
Lisan al-Arab dictionary, 246 

Literary excellence, of the Quran, 183 

Lot, Prophet (<4), 63 

Love, 40 

Lowest heaven, 160 
Lungs, 52, 56 


M 


Madinah, 13, 94, 98, 100, 109, 121, 124 
Madinah, map of, 110, 111 
Maghrabi, Arabic script, 148 
Magicians, 158 
Makkah, 3, 17, 20, 70, 78, 86, 94, 98, 100, 102, 108, 
113, 118, 122, 125, 128, 130, 139, 140, 142, 143. 
153, 160, 161, 316, 328, 334, 335, 337, 339, 342 
Makkah, map of, 106 
Mamluk style Arabic script, 173 
Mankind, 24, 26, 30, 32, 46, 48, 52, 54, 58, 59, 60, 62, 66 
Maroof, 272 
Mary, 78, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 90, 92, 153 
Masid Al Nabawi, Mosque of the Prophet, 13, 99, 121, 
124 
Masjid al-Aqsa, see Farthest Mosque 
Masjid Putrajaya, ti, 140 
Masjid Quba, see Quba Mosque 
Material culture of Islam, 308 
Mathematics, 303 
Mathoor, 126 
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Maurice Bucaille, 228 
Medicine, 304 
Mediterranean sea water, 257 
Merneptah, Pharaoh 230 


Mesopotamia, 227 
Messengers, of Allah, 6, 9, 17, 20. 24. 62 
Meteorology in the Quran, 252 
Michael H. Hart, 134 
Microscope, 233, 234 
Middle Ages, 233, 302, 304 
Middle East, 10, 46, 126, 302, 303. 316 
Migration, 100, 113 
Milk, 212 
Milky Way, 199 
Miracle, 59, 62, 69, 75, 81, 82, 158. 180 
Miraculous Quran, 158 
Miswak, toothstick, 126 
Monotheism, 2, 7, 94 
Moon, 164, 197, 200, 203, 205 
Moses, Prophet (35), 9, 10, 46, 61, 63. 72-76 
Mosque in the city of Monastir, 326 
Mosque Lamp, 308 
Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-’As, Cairo, 317 
Mosque of Isfahan, 318 
Mosque of Muhammad Ali in Cairo, 332 
Mosque of the Prophet, see Masjid Al Nabawi 
Mountains, 248, 249 
Mount Nur, 103 
Mount of Mercy, 284 
Muhammad (=), Prophet of Allah 
Accomplishments, 116 
Belief in, 9 
Birth, 98 
Conversation, 126 
Courageous leader, 112 
Dental hygiene, 126 
Early days of Islam, 98 
Elegant Manners, 120 
Exalted character, 117 
Excellent example, 118 
Final Messenger of Allah, 62, 94, 113, 339 
Grave, 98, 107 
His family, 130 
His mercy, 118 
His Swords and Armour, 126 
Love for the Messenger, 128 
Loving father, 103 
Migration to Madinah, 100 
Mosque of the Prophet, 13, 99, 121, 124 
Night Worship, 126 


Muhammad (&), Messenger of Allah (continued) 


Orphan child, 102 
Patient warner, 103 
Perfect character, 128 
Seal of the Prophets, 96, 132 
Trustworthy youth, 102 
Remarkable leadership, 122 
Righteous husband, 103 
Seeker of truth, 103 
Simple life, 126 
Receiver of divine revelation, 103 
Victory at Makkah, 100 
Views of Western Historians, 134 
Multifoil arches, 318 
Munkar, 272 
Muscles, 52, 243, 244, 245, 304 
Muslims 
Followers of Islam, 2. 
Becoming a Muslim, 270 
Forgiveness for all previous sins, 270 


Nadir, 296 

Nadir Divanbigi mosque school, 331 
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, 203 

Naskhi style Arabic script, 189 
Nature, 2, 36, 46, 48, 54, 56 
Nebulae, 197, 199 

Negus, 98, 144 

Neurons, 54 

Newborn, 290 

Night Journey, 81, 86 

Night of Decree, 162. 

Nile, river, 72,75 

Nimrod, king, 69 

Niujie Mosque, 319 

Noah, Prophet (+), 9, 46, 63, 65 
Norias, waterwheel, 294 

North Africa, 2, 141, 146, 168 


Novels, 294 


O 


Oceanography in the Quran 
Barrier between seas, 256 
Barrier between fresh and salt water. 260 
Darkness in deep Seas, 258 
Internal ocean waves, 258 
Water cycle, 262 
Ocean, 24 


Olives, 206, 207 
Ophthalmology, 305 

Origin of the Universe 
Orphans, 112, 130 

Ottoman Empire, 185, 32¢ 
Ottoman style kiosk, 33 
Ottoman oil lamp, 311 
Ottoman scribes inkwell, 313 
Ovum, 234, 237 

Ownership in Islam, 272 


tr? 


Paganism, 66, 94 
Palestine, 94, 139, 140 
Paradise, 2, 268, 280 
Parchment, 154, 180 
Parents, 103, 128, 280 
People of the Scripture 
Persian Quran, 150 
Petra, 48 
Pharaoh, 62, 72, 75, 158 
Pharmacology, 306 
Pharmacy, 306 
Pheromones, 210 
Photosynthesis, 206 
Pilgrimage, 16, 20 
Pin-hole cameras, 294 
Piri Reis, map, 302 
Planetary diagrams, 296 
Planets, 26, 194 
Plato, 263 
Pledge of Aqabah, 109 
Pledging allegiance, 2/6 
Poetry, 152, 153, 158, 178, 182, 321 
Pointed-arches, 294 
Politics, 2, 146 
Pollen, 210, 214 
Pollination, 214 
Polytheism, 2 
Pomegranate, 20/ 
Pompell, 48 
Prayer, 1/ 
Pre-|Isiamic Arabia, 94 
Preserved tablet, 162 
Prophets and Messengers of Allan 
Belief in, 6, 9 
Abraham (32), 66-77 
Adam (35), 62, 63, 64 
Jesus (35), 63, 77-92 
Mentioned in the Quran, diagram, 63 


Kitab al-Ahkam al-Sultania, 276 

Knowledge, 36, 39 

Koutoubia Mosque, Marrakech, Morocco, 323 

Kufa, 142 

Kufic, Arabic script, 146, 152, 159, 166, 170, 180, 182 


Kursi, 29 
L 


Lanes Arabic-English Lexicon, 246 

Last Prophet, 94, 193 

Lava, 30 

Leadership, 122, 276 

Leaf, 26, 30, 39 

Leech, 238, 239 

Leech-like, Human embryo, 161, 232, 234, 238, 239. 

240, 242 

Leeuwenhoek, 233 

Leonardo da Vinci, 233 

Letter to Heraclius, 135 

Letter to Negus, 144 

Life, 2, 26, 30, 32, 34, 36, 39, 44, 45, 48, 52, 53, 54. 58. 
Lisan al-Arab dictionary, 246 

Literary excellence, of the Quran, 183 

Lot, Prophet (<4), 63 

Love, 40 
Lowest heaven, 160 
Lungs, 52, 56 


M 


Madinah, 13, 94, 98, 100, 109, 121, 124 
Madinah, map of, 110, 111 
Maghrabi, Arabic script, 148 
Magicians, 158 
Makkah, 3, 17, 20, 70, 78, 86, 94, 98, 100, 102, 108. 
113, 118, 122, 125, 128, 130, 139, 140, 142, 143. 
153, 160, 161, 316, 328, 334, 335, 337, 339, 342 
Makkah, map of, 106 
Mamluk style Arabic script, 173 
Mankind, 24, 26, 30, 32, 46, 48, 52, 54, 58, 59, 60, 62. 66 
Maroof, 272 
Mary, 78, 81, 82, 84, 85, 86, 88, 89, 90, 92, 153 
Masid Al Nabawi, Mosque of the Prophet, 13, 99, 121, 
124 
Masjid al-Aqsa, see Farthest Mosque 
Masjid Putrajaya, Ii, 140 
Masjid Quba, see Quba Mosque 
Material culture of Islam, 308 
Mathematics, 303 
Mathoor, 126 


350 


Maurice Bucaille, 228 

Medicine, 304 

Mediterranean sea water, 257 
Merneptah, Pharaoh 230 

Mesopotamia, 227 

Messengers, of Allah, 6, 9, 17, 20, 24, 62 
Meteorology in the Quran, 252 

Michael H. Hart, 134 

Microscope, 233, 234 

Middle Ages, 233, 302, 304 

Middle East, 10, 46, 126, 302, 303, 316 
Migration, 100, 113 

Milk, 212 

Milky Way, 199 

Miracle, 59, 62, 69, 75, 81, 82. 158. 180 
Miraculous Quran, 158 

Miswak, toothstick, 126 

Monotheism, 2, 7, 94 

Moon, 164, 197, 200, 203. 205 


Moses, Prophet (<5), 9, 10, 46, 61, 63, 72-76 


Mosque in the city of Monastir, 326 
Mosque Lamp, 308 

Mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-’As, Cairo, 317 
Mosque of Isfahan, 318 

Mosque of Muhammad Ali in Cairo, 332 


Mosque of the Prophet, see Masjid Al Nabawi 


Mountains, 248, 249 
Mount Nur, 103 
Mount of Mercy, 284 
Muhammad (£5), Prophet of Allah 
Accomplishments, 116 
Belief in, 9 
Birth, 98 
Conversation, 126 
Courageous leader, 112 
Dental hygiene, 126 
Early days of Islam, 98 
Elegant Manners, 120 
Exalted character, 117 
Excellent example, 118 


Final Messenger of Allah, 62, 94, 113, 339 


Grave, 98, 107 

His family, 130 

His mercy, 118 

His Swords and Armour, 126 
Love for the Messenger, 128 
Loving father, 103 

Migration to Madinah, 100 


Mosque of the Prophet, 13, 99, 121, 124 


Night Worship, 126 


Muhammad (#:), Messenger of Allah (continued) 


Orphan child, 102 
Patient warner, 103 
Perfect character, 128 
Seal of the Prophets, 96, 132 
Trustworthy youth, 102 
Remarkable leadership, 122 
Righteous husband, 103 
Seeker of truth, 103 
Simple life, 126 
Receiver of divine revelation, 103 
Victory at Makkah, 100 
Views of Western Historians, 134 
Multifoil arches, 318 
Munkar, 272 
Muscles, 52, 243, 244, 245, 304 
Muslims 
Followers of Islam, 2, 
Becoming a Muslim, 270 


N 


Forgiveness for all previous sins, 270 


Nadir, 296 

Nadir Divanbigi mosque school, 331 
Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, 203 

Naskhi style Arabic script, 189 
Nature, 2, 36, 46, 48, 54, 56 


Ne 


bulae, 197, 199 


Negus, 98, 144 


Ne 
Ne 


urons, 54 
wborn, 290 


Night Journey, 81, 86 

Night of Decree, 162, 

Nile, river, 72,75 

Nimrod, king, 69 

Niujie Mosque, 319 

Noah, Prophet (s+), 9, 46, 63, 65 
Norias, waterwheel, 294 

North Africa, 2, 141, 146, 168 


Novels, 294 


O 


Oceanography in the Quran 


Barrier between seas, 256 

Barrier between fresh and salt water, 260 
Darkness in deep Seas, 258 

Internal ocean waves, 258 

Water cycle, 262 


Ocean, 24 


~ 


Olives, 206, 207 
Ophthalmology, 305 

Origin of the Universe, 194 
Orphans, 112, 130 

Ottoman Empire, 185, 324, 328 
Ottoman style kiosk, 331 
Ottoman oil lamp, 311 

Ottoman scribes inkwell, 313 
Ovum, 234, 237 

Ownership in Islam, 272 


Pp 


Paganism, 66, 94 
Palestine, 94, 139, 140 
Paradise, 2, 268, 280 
Parchment, 154, 180 
Parents, 103, 128, 280, 281, 290, 292 
People of the Scripture, 42 
Persian Quran, 150 
Petra, 48 
Pharaoh, 62, 72, 75, 158 
Pharmacology, 306 
Pharmacy, 306 
Pheromones, 210 
Photosynthesis, 206 
Pilgrimage, 16, 20 
Pin-hole cameras, 294 
Piri Reis, map, 302 
Planetary diagrams, 296 
Planets, 26, 194 
Plato, 263 
Pledge of Agabah, 109 
Pledging allegiance, 276 
Poetry, 152, 153, 158, 178, 182, 321 
Pointed-arches, 294 
Politics, 2, 146 
Pollen, 210, 214 
Pollination, 214 
Polytheism, 2 
Pomegranate, 20/7 
Pompeii, 48 
Prayer, 1/7 
Pre-isiamic Arabia, 94 
Preserved tablet, 162 
Prophets and Messengers of Allah 
Belief in, 6, 9 
Abraham (33), 66-71 
Adam (x4), 62, 63, 64 
Jesus (55), 63, 77-92 
Mentioned in the Quran, diagram, 63 


Moses (34), 72-75 
Muhammad (£5), the Final Prophet, 63, 93-136 
Noah (<4), 63, 65 

Psalms, 10 

Pul-i-Bulaitidam, 299 

Purification, 2, 298 

Purified alcohol to wounds, 307 

Purpose of Creation, 58 

Pythagorean Theorem, 303 


Q 


Qiblah, 125 
Qiblatain, Mosque, 120 
Quba, Mosque, 96, 97 
Quran 
An invitation, 174 
A miracle, 158 
Belief in, 10 
Direct word of Allah, 155 
Divine protection, 170 
First revelation, 98 
Free of corruption, 170 
Gradual revelation, 160 
Great challenge, 178 
Inimitability, 186 
Introduction, 146 
Language, 182, 183 
Main subjects, 175 
Memorisation, 164, 187 
Preservation, 164, 166 
Previously revealed books, 156 
Rythm, 186 
Six classical hands of Arabic script, 165 
Quran (continued) 
scientific phenomena, 177, 191 
Structure, 180 
Three stages of revelation, 160, 162, 163 
Written by, 152 
Quranic reading aids, development of, 169 
Quraysh, tnbe, 94, 98 
Quwwatu Islam Mosque, 322 


R 


Ramadan, 16, 19 
Rebellion, 48 

Red blood cells, 56 

Red Sea, 104, 158 
Revealed Books, 6, 10 
Rightly Guided Caliphs, 137 


352 


Rights 
Children, 280 
Guests, 278 
Neighbours, 278 
Parents, 290 
Relatives, 278 
Roman Army, 113 
Roman Catholics, 46 
Roman numerals, 303 
Roots, of mountains, 248 
Rosetta Stone, 220, 223 
Royal Mamluk Baybars Quran. 149 
Ruling System, 276, 277 


S 


sacred Mosque, 3, 4, 5, 17, 20. 70. 107 
Ssadagat, 274, 275 

Safa and Marwa, 70 

salah al-Din, 323 

Salerno, 304 

Salih, Prophet (<4), 63 

Sassanid Empire, 105 

scientific signs in the Quran, 191 

Seal of the prophets, 132 

Sea water, 256, 257, 260, 261 

sensory nerves, 213 

Shariah, 272, 274 

Sher Dor Madrassa, Samarkand, Uzbekistan, 331 
Shoaib, Prophet (<4), 63 

sikhs, 26 

Sins, 40, 270 

Sirat mountains, 20 

Six classical hands of Arabic script, 165 
Six Pillars of Belief, 6 

Skin, 213 

Slavery, 94, 108, 116 

Smallpox, 304 

Snake, 158 

Soap, 294 

Soft skeleton, 242 

Solar system, 199, 200, 203 

Solomon, Prophet (34), 63, 78 
somites, 240 

Soul, 2, 39, 74, 134, 178, 217, 266, 282, 290 


Space, 46, 59 


Spain, 2, 90, 138, 141, 148, 159, 286, 297, 298, 315, 


318, 319, 321, 324 
Speed of light, 199 
Sperm, 233 


Spirituality, 2 

Spirit of Allah, 78, 91 
Stari Most, 324 
Sublimation, 298 
Sunlight, 200, 259 
Superstition, 94 
Supplication, 20 
Surahs, 180 

Surgery, 307 

Surgical instruments, 294, 307 
Sutures, 307 

Syria, 139, 140 
Systems of Islam, 272 


1 


Taj Mahal, 282, 326 

Tartarus, 263 

Tawaf, 20 

Thebes, 230 

The Canon of Medicine, 304 

The City of the Prophet, 100 

The Creator, 24, 26, 29, 32, 34, 36, 44,45, 48 58, 59. 


82, 116, 128, 134, 135, 155, 170, 188. 193. 197 


199, 217, 219, 270, 272, 285, 341 
The Great Mud Mosque, 326 
The House of Honour, 162 
The Noble Sanctuary, 21 
Thunderstorm cloud, 252, 254 
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List of abbreviations. 

iv. : Arabic prayer ‘May the peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him’ (transliteration - sal/la Allahu alay- 
hi wa sallam). \t is a religious recommendation for 
Muslims to repeat this phrase whenever the name of 
Prophet Muhammad (&) is mentioned or written. 


Sz : Arabic prayer ‘Peace be upon him’ (translitera- 
tion - alayhis salaam). This statement is repeated 
whenever the names of any other Prophets (eg. Je- 
sus, Moses, Abraham etc.) are mentioned or written. 


<=": Arabic prayer May Allah be well pleased with him’ 
(transliteration - radia Allahu anhu). This prayer is 
Said whenever any of the male companions of Prophet 
Muhammad (2) are mentioned. 


== : Arabic prayer May Allah be well pleased with 
her (transliteration - radia Allahu anha). This prayer 
is said whenever any of the female companions of 
Prophet Muhammad (2) are mentioned. 


AH: After Hijra. Islamic dates are reckoned from the 
Hijra (the migration of the Prophet Muhammad (25) 
from Makkah to Madinah, in the year 622). They are 
usually written with the prefix AH or just H. 


CE: The Common Era, sometimes known as the Cur- 
rent Era, begins with the year 1 on the Gregorian cal- 
endar. All dates throughout this book are Common 
Era dates unless stated otherwise. 


BCE: Before Common Era. 
Image acknowledgment. 
The photographs on pages 96, 97, 99, 107 and 120 
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Saunders. 


Useful notes on this book. 


i) Use of the words God and Allah. 

In Islam, the proper name of God is the Arabic 
term ‘Allah’, hence the word ‘Allah’ has been used 
throughout this book. The reason for this is because. 
Allah is the personal name of ‘The One and Only 
True Deity’, who created the Universe and all that it 
contains. Moreover, the word ‘Allah’ expresses the 
uniqueness of ‘Allah’ more accurately than the word 


‘God’, which can adopt a plural form, whereas the 
word Allah’ has no plural. 


ii) Use of the word ‘We’ when referring to Allah. 
Islam is based upon the central principle of the unity 
of Allah. So whenever Allah refers to Himself as 
‘We’, this by no means denotes plurality of Godhead, 
rather it is what is termed the ‘Royal We’ or ‘Majestic 
Plural’. When someone in authority, power, respect 
or high status uses the first person reference for 
themselves, the ‘Royal We’ is used to denote these 
very attributes. 


iii) Quranic quotations. 

These are referenced by giving the chapter name and 
number followed by the verse number in brackets. It 
is important to note that the English translation of the 
Quranic verses in this book by no means purport to 
be or to imitate the word of Allah Most High but only 
serve to give an understanding of the meaning. 


iv) Hadith quotations. 

Sayings and actions (in Arabic, Sunnah) of Prophet 
Muhammad (2) are taken from the authoritative col- 
lections of Saheeh Bukhari, Saheeh Muslim, Sunan 
Abu Dawud, Tirmidhi, an-Nasai and Ibn Majah 


v) Use of italics. 


Important Arabic names, places and terminology 
have been italicised and/or given in brackets. 
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The Islam Guide 


An insight into the faith, history and civilisation 


For further information please Visit 


www.exhibitionislam.com 
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An insight into the faith, history a 


A thought provoking book that provides an unprecedented exploration 
of the beliefs, teachings and practices of a religion that encompasses a 
fifth of the world’s population. Iconic symbols of Islamic history including 
some of the world’s greatest architecture together with the captivating 
message of Islam combine to deliver a vibrant and intriguing journey 
through the faith. Written in an informative, factual and concise manner 
with stunning colour imagery and exquisite photography of the natural 
world, it is sure to appeadi to all audiences. 


The Islam Guide is a remarkable achievement and the result of over 
three years of exhaustive research by Exhibition Islam. The initial concept 
for this guide was to provide a highly visual and in depth study of the 
scientific observations of the Quran. Subsequently, this was expanded 
to provide a general overview of the Islamic faith. 
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